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REVIEWS. 
Grenlands Fugle. Part II. By Finn Saiomensen. Illustrated by Gitz-

Johansen. (Munksgaard, Copenhagen, 1951. 66s.). 
The second part of this important work deals with the Ptarmigan, the 

waders, skuas and galls and the Arctic Tern; as its prohibitive cost and 
unwieldy size must render it inaccessible to many, the main points of interest 
to British observers will be indicated here. 

Dr. Salomonsen describes the "lemon-yellow" orbital ring of summer-adult 
Glaucous Gulls and the "reddish-violet" or "reddish-brown" orbital ring of 
summer-adult Icelands as the best identification mark, adding 

"The Iceland Gull is more finely built than the Glaucous Gull, and has 
a more slender body with comparatively longer and narrower wings, a 
thinner and shorter bill and smaller head. In flight the Iceland Gull looks 
more graceful and has more rapid wing-beats (on the average 160 per 
minute, as against 130 in the Glaucous Gull, according to my timing). 
On the ground the long wings give the body of the Iceland Gull a tapering 
shape, and this together with the smaller rounded head gives it an almost 
dove-like appearance, while the Glaucous Gull is robust in stature like the 
Great Black-back." 
Nevertheless this exceptionally experienced authority on the two species 

finds "identification in the field extremely difficult" and says that "identifica
tion in flight is sometimes barely possible." If this is true of summer adults 
in highly favourable conditions, as the present reviewer can confirm, it 
underlines the need for extreme caution in sight identifications in winter in 
Britain. Dr. Salomonsen, however, refers to photographs by J. D, 
Rattar (antea, vol. xl, Pis. 49 & S°) a s illustrating a reliable field distinction 
between young birds, the Glaucous having " a long strong bill with the apical 
black part reduced in length and contrasting strikingly with the basal light-
coloured part, while the Iceland Gull has a thinner and shorter bill almost of 
uniform coloration." There is food competition between Glaucous and Great 
Black-back, but the Iceland being mainly a fish-eater competes with neither. 
Dr. Salomonsen finds the reviewer's Ibis (1930) estimate (actually there given 
as a "rough estimate") of 2,000-3,000 pairs of Iceland Gulls on Ivnajuagtok 
"far too high"; as the birds were perpetually disturbed by Greenlanders 
shooting this may be so, but in view of the constant counting of samples of 
birds approaching and leaving as well as at the colony I find it hard to 
agree that the size of this colony in 1928 was as small as he indicates, nor 
can I agree that the Iceland "breeds constantly above the Kittiwake" since 
I have seen large numbers of Kittiwakes breeding on the same ledges as 
Icelands and no more than a foot or so apart, at about the altitude stated 
in this book as the maximum at which Kittiwakes breed in Greenland. 

Other points of interest are the records of enormous colonies of Kittiwakes 
and Arctic Terns, of the order of 100,000 breeding pairs in both species; 
the increased frequency of Northern Golden Plovers on spring passage 
recently; the northward spread of Red-necked Phalaropes and the desertion 
of southern breeding-places of the Grey Phalarope and Long-tailed Skua, 
attributed to the milder climate; the Long-tailed Skuas' excursions for long 
distances over the ice-cap; the curious distribution of the Ringed Plover, 
which is local or erratic except in the north-east where it is the second 
commonest bird, and which migrates to winter across the Atlantic, possibly 
in tropical Africa; and the recently proved movement of Kittiwakes from the 
North Russian Murmansk coast, one per cent, of whose Kittiwake population 
is estimated on the basis of ringing results to be shot by Greenlanders on 
the west coast. Among the numerous notes of life-history those on the 
Ptarmigan are particularly full of interesting points. E.M.N. 
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The Land of the Loon. By G. K. Yeates. Country Life, Ltd., 1951. 18s. 

Such is the charm of Mr. Yeates's way of picturing bird-haunts in words 
and photographs that it is fortunate to find him exercising his Pied Piper 
influence on a territory so well able to absorb the inevitably resulting stream 
of British ornithological travellers as Iceland. It may not be long before 
Icelanders have to rank such travellers with such recent colonists as the 
Starling and the introduced feral Mink as scourges brought over by modern 
external civilisation, although so far these ornithological invasions from the 
south have justified themselves by the important additions they have made 
to Iceland's ornithology. Although giving ample warning of the difficulties 
and discomforts to be faced, Mr. Yeates cannot help making his readers want 
to follow him, and his thirty illustrations are up to the very high standard 
which we have come to expect of him. This is particularly true of the 
photographs, one in colour and the rest in black-and-white, of the Great 
Northern Diver, which he calls by its American name, the Loon. Unfortu
nately the quality of the reproduction is not really worthy of the excellence 
of the photographs or of the reputation of the publishers, and one is left 
with the impression that considerably better results could have been achieved 
if as much skill and effort had been devoted to producing the book as to 
obtaining the pictures. If it is unavoidable that books should cost so much 
to-day both the author and the reader are entitled to expect a first-rate job 
from the block-maker and the printer. 

Mr. Yeates gives some interesting facts about the now well-known influence 
•of the milder climate on Iceland ornithology. The Little Auk as a breeding 
species has almost if not entirely gone, and the Grey Phalarope is losing 
ground, as in southern Greenland. Glaucous Gulls are also declining. On 
the other hand Pink-footed Geese, first identified as breeding in 1929, are 
flourishing, and the Snowy Owl and Knot are other arctic species only 
added to Iceland's breeding list since the second world war, although very 
likely overlooked before. Black-tailed Godwits and other temperate species 
are spreading. E. M. N. 
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