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REVIEWS. 
Mountain Birds. By R. A. H. Coombes. Plates by G. E. Lodge. (Penguin 

Books, King Penguin series, London, 1952). 4s. 6d. 
Mountain Birds is written and illustrated with grasp and originality, but 

is only permitted by the King Penguin format to deal with sixteen species, 
each of which receives a page or two of text and a coloured plate in Mr. G. E. 
Lodge's vigorous and pleasing style. The production is excellent except 
that the tendency towards excess purple so prominent in many current colour 
reproductions spoils the effect of the Raven, Carrion Crow and Ring Ousel. 
Mr. Coombes knows his mountain birds Weil and his notes on their distribution 
are evidently based upon up-to-date information, but the spread of the 
Buzzard eastward in both Scotland and England is only vaguely mentioned. 
His use of the name " Moor Pipit " in place of Meadow Pipit is courageous, 
but it is questionable whether the new name more successfully describes its 
habitat over the greater part of the year, and whether such objections as may 
be raised against " Meadow Pipit " are sufficiently cogent to call for any 
change. E.M.N. 

Vlth Bulletin of the International Committee for Bird Preservation. (Published 
by the I.C.B.P.,) 12s. 6d. 

International Committee for Bird Preservation ; British Section : Annual 
Report for 1951. (Published 1952). is. od. 

International Wildfowl Research Institute ; Wildfowl Counts : 1947-52. 
(Published 1952). 2s. od. (All above obtainable c/o British Museum 
(Nat. Hist.), Cromwell Road, London, S.W.7.). 
T H E International Committee for Bird Preservation is one of the most 

economically and efficiently run of international organisations, and has 
succeeded better than most in cutting out high-sounding verbiage, concen
trating on practical points and finding the right men (and above all, in the 
person of the International and British Section Secretary, Miss Phyllis 
Barclay-Smith, the right woman) to • ensure their effective handling. The 
first part of the Vl th Bulletin briefly summarises in English, French, German 
and Spanish the transactions of the I.C.B.P., and its various conferences and 
meetings during 1949-50. While much of the content of this first part of the 
Report represents business unfinished during the period covered, it records a 
Tange of progress which must in the circumstances of the time be regarded 
as promising. Perhaps the most unsatisfactory features are the failure to 
secure reports from various committees entrusted with the follow-up of 
special problems, and the disappointingly brief section on the International 
Wildfowl Research Institute, which is only partially redeemed by the other 
two publications now under notice. 

The second half of the Bulletin contains reports of varying scope and merit 
from a number of national sections. Some of these give interesting glimpses 
of the extraordinary problems with which bird protection is now faced. In 
North America the 30 known survivors of the Whooping Crane winter in a 
part of Texas where oil drilling rights are being worked, and are only safe
guarded by an arrangement under which the cranes have the use of the area 
until they migrate north to their undiscovered Canadian breeding grounds, 
when the oil men come in and operate until the birds' return. In an un
specified, but very recent, year, 4,320 Bald Eagles were killed in Alaska, 
2 dollars bounty being paid on each head—a record reminiscent of the worst 
days of eagle slaughter in nineteenth-century Europe. On the other hand, in 
Japan, reserves have been designated for the special protection of (among 
other birds) Cormorants and Magpies conspecific with our own, and in Holland 
all birds of prey enjoy legal protection, although the Rook, Cormorant and 
others are denied it. In Hungary it is stated that in one district 10,264 
Magpies were poisoned as " vermin " on 5,353 acres in 1948, and even more in 
1949. In Iceland mink escaped from fur farms are increasing and have 
locally wiped out breeding ducks and waders despite a reward equivalent to 
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263. a head for their destruction. The mink is regarded as a potentially 
serious menace to Icelandic bird-life, and consequently to our own winter 
population of ducks and other ground-nesting northern species. In Sweden 
the swans in the Oresund area have their own special bank account to pay 
for their winter feeding. Generally these reports give evidence of a strength
ening of scientific as opposed to simply humanitarian attitudes towards 
bird protection, and a growing emphasis on safeguarding habitats. 

The British Section's Annual Report contains accounts of meetings of the 
Conseil International de la Chasse and the International Union for the Pro
tection of Nature, both of which overlap the I.C.B.P., although fortunately 
co-operation has been established in each case. The main part of the Report, 
however, and the whole of the third publication under notice are concerned 
with work on wildfowl populations. Apart from a nine-page paper by Dr. 
J. G. Harrison on The Recent Status and Distribution of Wild Geese in North
west Germany and some meagre information about the decline of Brent Geese 
in the Netherlands hopes of a comprehensive survey of the West European 
wild-fowl populations are still disappointed. Even for Britain the results so 
far disclosed are small in relation to the scale and duration of the effort, and 
apart from ringing, virtually nothing seems to be materialising on aspects 
other than wildfowl counting, on which Mr. G. Atkinson Willes has put in 
great efforts at completing the organisation of a large network of keen ob
servers, and has begun a much-needed critical review of techniques, extent of 
cover and the treatment of data. There is however, clearly a long way to go 
before valid conclusions can be drawn, except in relation to the Brent Goose, 
the dark-breasted race of which appears to be reduced to a world population 
of the order of 10,000 birds, of which more than half winter between the 
Thames and the Wash. E.M.N. 
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