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COUNTY BIRD REPORTS. 
Cornwall Bird Watching and Preservation Society. Twenty-first Annual 

Report, 1951. Edited by B. H. Ryves, A. G. Parsons and H. M. Quick. 
T H I S report follows its usual make-up, with systematic notes split up over 

3 sections ; there are also separate tables of migrant dates for Cornwall and 
the Scillies. The following are included among the more interesting records 
from Cornwall. The Chough population does not appear to exceed 8 adults. 
Linnet incubating in September. Richard's Pipit identified by call in October ; 
another recorded in April. Several Blue-headed Wagtails in spring ; a female 
in September, notoriously difficult to identify, is recorded without comment, 
together with a male. A Waxwing was seen in December. Aquatic Warbler 
in October. Four or five Hoopoes in April and one in September. Several 
Rough-legged Buzzards. Osprey in October. Spoonbills wintering on the 
Tamar remained until March and were seen again from September to the end 
of the year. A Great White Heron on May 29th has already appeared in 
British Birds. Two or three Bitterns in January. Several Whooper and 
Bewick's Swans. A Bean Goose in February and March. Leach's Petrel in 
October. Red-necked Grebe in March. Grey Phalarope in January, Feb
ruary, November, and several in September. A Pectoral Sandpiper on May 
31st and June 1st. Kentish Plover on May 31st. Avocets wintered on the 
Tamar until March and again in December. A Sooty Tern on July 31st. 
Sabine's Gull on July 22nd. Little Gulls in spring and autumn. Herring 
Gulls bred inland again. Iceland Gull in May. A Little Auk in December. 
Two pairs of Corncrakes bred. Two Spotted Crakes in September. 

Between Cornwall and the Scillies 30-40 Storm Petrels congregated when 
cod-liver oil was thrown out astern on September 8th ; Cory's Shearwaters 
were seen in August and September, and Sooty Shearwaters in September. 

On the Scillies a Golden Oriole and Blue-headed Wagtail in spring. Red-
breasted Flycatchers and Yellow-browed Warbler in autumn, 6-10 Firecrests 
on St. Mary's during winter. A well-authenticated Blue-cheeked Bee-eater 
on June 22nd has already been recorded in detail in British Birds. A Marsh 
Harrier wintered, " this is now becoming a regular feature." Two Montagu's 
Harriers remained from early September to late November. Fulmar was 
proved to breed for the first time. Black-throated Diver, Pectoral Sand
pipers and " a large flock " of Grey Phalaropes in autumn. Black-winged 
Stilt in January and February, hitherto apparently unrecorded in Britain in 
these months, is rare enough to deserve a few words of detail to confirm the 
bald statement of its presence. One or two pairs of Roseate Terns nested. 
Glaucous and Iceland Gulls were seen in spring. 

This long list of rare and relatively rare birds indicates the fortunate 
position occupied by the county, and the strength of the Cornish Society with 
membership of 467 and reports from about 70 observers. The report, how
ever, gives little indication of systematic observation, or of co-ordinated 
activity apart from sound-recording of Manx Shearwaters, Storm Petrels and 
Cormorants, the story of which is told in three pages of verse. 

I t is well to recall in connection with this and the other reviews of county 
reports tha t responsibility for correct identification of the birds recorded rests 
with the editor of the local report. The published details, often restricted by 
consideration of space, are generally insufficient to allow the reviewer (or any 
other reader) to form a considered judgment, which in any case depends in 
part on the capabilities of the observer. I t is very desirable that the essential 
features on which an unusual or difficult identification depends should 
be published, as has frequently been done in this Cornish report ; nevertheless 
our mention of a record does not imply our endorsement of it. P .A.P.H. 

Report on Somerset Birds, 1951. Edited by W. R. Taylor et al. 
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W E note the following :— 
A heavy midsummer concentration of Carrion Crows feeding on the mud 

banks of the Avon Gorge, reached 127 birds on July 6th. A juvenile Crossbill 
in July. Forty Snow Buntings in January. A Richard's or Tawny Pipit a t 
Minehead on September 14th. A variant Yellow Wagtail in spring. Long-
tailed Tits are now recovering from the 1947 winter. Several new areas in 
W. Somerset occupied by Pied Flycatcher. At least 15 singing Grasshopper 
Warblers in Leigh Woods. Marsh Warbler scarcer than ever in S. Somerset. 
Blackcap wintered. Stonechat has fully recovered in most areas from the 
hard weather of 1947. A Cuckoo was reared in a Swallow's nest. Perhaps 
20 or more pairs of Nightjars in Leigh Woods. One or two Hoopoes in 
September. One Wryneck reported. Buzzard is continuing to expand and 
spreading north ; 21 seen together. Several Bitterns in winter and one near 
Bristol in July. Thirty Bewick's Swans a t Durleigh reservoir in January. 
The largest flock of White-fronted Geese was about 600. I t is now thought 
that Bridgwater Bay is an important moulting place for Sheld Duck ; 
numbers began to build up in July, reached 3,000 or more in October, and 
dispersed in November and December. Breeding of Pintail is recorded for 
the first time. Fulmars in April and June a t Steep Holm indicate an expan
sion to upper reaches of the Bristol Channel. Several Slavonian Grebes, 
including a juvenile in August. Up to 68 Black-tailed God wits in August. 
Curlew increasing its breeding range in central Somerset. A few Common 
Sandpipers, Green Sandpipers, and a Greenshank wintered. Two Spotted 
Redshank were seen in April. Golden Plover of the northern form were seen 
in spring, and in autumn as early as July 17th. Forty occupied nests on 
Steep Holm show the Great Black-backed Gull is still increasing. A Glaucous 
Gull was seen in winter, and an Iceland Gull in spring. There are several 
summer reports of Corncrakes, including one of breeding. Coot totalled 
2,100 a t Cheddar reservoir in December. Black Grouse are described as 
common enough in the Quantocks, but varying greatly in numbers from 
year to year. Two very late migrants were a Yellow Wagtail and a Pied 
Flycatcher, both a t Brean Down on October 28th. 

The report consists of classified notes arranged under each species according 
to the district, within the county, in which the observation was made. The 
districts themselves are clearly shown on a map. In a few cases of unusual 
birds, the notes are amplified by description ; in some cases the editors record 
that satisfactory details have been received. Duck counts figure quite 
prominently. P.A.D.H. 

Cardiff Naturalists' Society's Reports : Ornithological Notes for Monmouth 
and Glamorgan, 1947-48 and 1948-50. Edited by G. C. S. Ingram and 
H. M. Salmon. 
1947-48 : In Glamorgan a Woodchat was recorded for the first time {vide, 

antea, vol. xl., p. 275) a t Swansea on May 22nd, 1947. As in other county 
reports, there is a note of steady increase of the Nuthatch as a breeding species. 
A cock Black Redstart frequented buildings in the centre of Cardiff in June 
and Jul}', but apparently had no mate. Hoopoes were seen three times in 
the spring and summer of 1947 and 1948. Among many interesting records 
of duck is one of 14 Eiders in the Burry estuary on March 2nd, 1947. In the 
hard frost of January and February, 1947, 3 dead Slavonian Grebes were 
picked up at Llanishen Reservoirs. 

1948-50 : A pair of Pied Flycatchers reared a brood in 1950 at Peterstone-
super-Ely, the first breeding record for Glamorgan. In September 1949, a 
Spoonbill was seen in the Burry estuary, the first definite record for the county. 
A pair of Pochard reared a brood of 7 in the Margam area in 1950 ; this also 
is the first breeding record for the county. An early pair of Great Crested 
Grebes was seen at Hensol on April 15th, 1950, with 2 young apparently at 
least 10 days old. A Long-tailed Duck remained at Llanishen reservoir from 
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November 13th, 1949, to April 7th, 1950. Ten Eiders were seen in the Burry 
estuary on April 10th, 1950 ; a rather vague report of the presence of Eiders 
there in every month of the year would have been improved by detailed 
records and obviously merits more careful investigation. 

In February, 1950, the " wreck " of Little Auks brought a number of birds 
to many localities in Glamorgan. 

A note of the proportion of brown-headed Smews to adult drakes between 
1921 and 1950 at two inland waters in Glamorgan shows that, of 322 birds 
seen, 90.58% were brown-headed. This figure confirms an estimate made by 
Millais and is at variance with The Handbook which suggests tha t this figure 
is far too high and " certainly so for many inland waters." A.W.B. 

The Sussex Bird Report, 1951. Edited by G. des Forges and D. D. Harber. 

T H I S carefully edited report consists in the main of 15 pages of classified 
notes based on the records received from 69 observers. Apart from these, 
however, and an Editorial on rare birds, there is a brief account by Mr. John 
Reynolds, the regional organizer, of the 1950-51 wildfowl counts in Sussex. 
Then, at the end of the Report, three pages are devoted to an important 
criticism of certain records published in A History of Sussex Birds (J. Walpole-
Bond) and in The Birds of Eastbourne (E. C. Arnold). The Editors of The 
Sussex Bird Report have been able to study the diaries of the late Robert 
Morriss, various of whose records were included in these two works, and, as a 
result, it is obvious that there must be a revision of accepted ideas (where 
based on Morriss) about the former occurrence in Sussex of Raven, Rock 
Pipit and Shag, and that some of his records referring, among other species, 
to Richard's and Tawny Pipits, Lesser Grey Shrike, Aquatic Warbler, White-
tailed Eagle, Little Ringed Plover, Iceland Gull and Pomarine and Long-tailed 
Skuas must be regarded as unsubstantiated. The Editors state their inten
tion of examining other, similar material that has never been critically studied 
and they are to be congratulated on undertaking such work. In many 
county histories there have appeared in print over-eagerly accepted sight-
records of rarities and it is to be hoped that others will follow the lead of 
Messrs. des Forges and Harber by reviewing sources that have, like these 
diaries, been too readily quoted. 

The classified notes contain a number of interesting records, bu t one 
criticism that also applies to some other counties must be repeated. I t is 
extremely confusing and much to be regretted tha t there is still a partial 
overlap between this report and The Hastings and East Sussex Naturalist, 
some records appearing in both, while others that are published in the latter 
are not to be found in the county one. An arrangement to avoid such a 
situation would be most welcome. 

The Editors of this report have previously clearly defined their policy of 
publishing only the unusual, but in the reviewer's opinion it would be more 
satisfactory to those who do not know the county if, as is the case with a few 
local reports, brief accounts of the status of the more common species could 
be included. These would not necessarily have to be repeated annually, 
but in most counties it would enhance the value of the report concerned to 
those unfamiliar with the area and unable to afford expensive, and sometimes 
out-of-date, county histories. Also, on the present system one cannot be 
certain in borderline cases whether a species is omitted on account of a total 
lack of records or because it is not rare enough to merit inclusion. 

The unusual records include the following. Very few Bramblings except 
for a flock of 50 in early January that had first been seen in early December. 
A Water Pipit a t the Cucktrtere, first seen in December, 1950, remained until 
March 4th. Two Blue-headed Wagtails on April 28th and a variant of the 
'* Sykes's " type in August. Rather late Spotted Flycatcher on October 
3rd. Two Firecrests end of March or early April. Late Reed Warbler on 
October 13th and 2 Sedge Warblers on October 4th. Dartford Warblers seen 
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in two localities. Late Whinchat on October 31st. Further improvement in 
breeding status of Stonechat. Black Redstarts in 5 or 6 territories in Hastings 
and St. Leonards in breeding-season, but nesting only proved at Fairlight 
(details of a 1950 nest are added elsewhere in the; Report). One Hoopoe in 
May. Only 1 record of Wryneck. At least 6 pairs of Peregrines, some of 
which raised young. Hobbies bred successfully in 2 localities. Marsh 
Harriers in August and November. Ospreys in May, August and October. 
An immature Spoonbill, perhaps the same, in 3 localities in first 6 months of 
the year ; another in July. Bewick's Swans in January and February. 
Various records of Greylag, White-fronted and B<;an Geese, and rather more 
of Brent than in recent years. Gadwall in September. Drake Wigeon on 
Pet t Level from May to end of year (although it is not stated how this was 
distinguished from other Wigeon in the winter months (!) and it is in fact 
recorded in the Hastings report as seen only until August 25th). Large 
numbers of Pintail January-April and in December, maximum 176 on April 
1st. Two Long-tailed Ducks in March. Eiders in May, November and 
December. Gannet again in all months except February and March. Manx 
Shearwater in January. Fifteen records of Fulmar, April-June, perhaps only 
1 individual. Red-necked Grebes in October and November, and various 
records of Slavonian and Black-necked. Black-throated Divers in January 
and March, and 3 records of Great Northern. About 200 Turtle Doves in a 
loose flock in July. Greatest numbers of Black-tailed Godwit were over 400 
at Thorney in August, and about 350 there at end September. Late Jack 
Snipe on May 12th. Five records of Grey Phalai-ope, September-December. 
Temminck's Stint in August. Spotted Redshanks in April and July-October, 
largest number 5. Six pairs of Little Ringed Plover nested at 2 sites. Avocet 
on December 20th. Roseate Tern on July 16th. Little Gulls in February, 
May, October, November and December. Iceland Gulls on March 25th and 
June 28th. Little Auk in January. Spotted Crake picked up dead on 
October 18th. Other records that have already been published in British 
Birds include : Short-toed Lark, Great Reed Warbler, Balearic Shearwater, 
Terek Sandpiper, Marsh Sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern and Sabine's and Bona
parte's Gulls (all vol. xlv). Additions to the 19,50 report published in this 
one include Dotterel, Avocet and Pomarine Skua, all in May. LJ.F.-L. 

The Hastings and East Sussex Naturalist for 1951. Recorder for birds— 
N. F. Ticehurst. 
THIS publication includes 14 pages devoted to birds, almost entirely in the 

form of classified notes with a brief introduction. One would suppose that 
the records are all from the eastern corner of Sussex and, for the first time, do 
not include any from Kent in view of the statement that " the formation of 
the Kent Ornithological Society has relieved us from publishing records from 
the Dungeness and Romney Marsh areas," but several Kentish occurrences 
have crept in. Incidentally, no Kent report for 1951 has yet appeared. As 
discussed above, there is a tiresome, partial overlap between this list and 
The Sussex Bird Report, just as there used to be with the Kent section of The 
South-eastern Bird Report. The following items are among those which do 
not appear in the county report. 

The increase of the Carrion Crow during the last 20 years is discussed in 
some detail, and several instances are given of the interesting nesting-sites 
used by this species in the marsh and shingle areas ; for the most part these 
are poles of one form or another, but others include a gun-mounting and the 
space between two chimney-pots on a derelict house. A pair of Golden 
Orioles was seen near Lydd, Kent, in May. A Tawny Pipit at Wicks, Kent, on 
September 1st presumably did not wander over the county boundary there, 
as it was recorded by one of the Editors of The Sussex Bird Report, but only 
in the present list. Water Pipit in April. Blue-headed Wagtails in April 
and September. The report of a Collared Flycatcher in May was submitted 
to British Birds and rejected. Aquatic Warbler in September has already 
been mentioned in British Birds. House Martins up to December 4th, Hoopoe 
in May, 1949. Eiders in January and December. Fulmar in June. Red-
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in May, 1949. Eiders in January and December. Fulmar in June. Red
necked Grebes in November, and various records of Slavonian and Black-
necked. One record of Spotted Redshank (this species is much less fre
quently recorded in the eastern part of Sussex). A Ringed Plover at the 
Rother mouth on August 16th is noted in The Sussex Bird Report as " prob
ably " of the Arctic race, but in the present list this qualifying word is 
omitted. Kentish Plover in March and August. Avocet in May. Several 
fresh feathers from the back of a Little Bustard were picked up in August, 
but for some reason, the record is enclosed in square brackets. I. J. F.-L. 

Suffolk Bird Report for 1951 : Supplement to vol. vii, part iii of Transactions 
of the Suffolk Naturalists' Society. Edited by P. R. Westall. 

Lowestoft Field Club : Sixth Annual Report (1951). 
Great Yarmouth Naturalists' Society : Annual Report, 1951. 
Wild Bird Protection in Norfolk, 1951 : Report of the Council of the Norfolk 

Naturalists' Trust. 
THERE is overlapping of area between the first and second of these Reports 

and between both of them and the third, which also overlaps with the fourth. 
The second contains the welcome statement that " Members' observations 
were included in the first Suffolk Bird Report and this will be done again 
for 1951." This commonsense attitude is unfortunately not always shared 
by local societies covering parts of counties in which there is a well-edited 
county report, although we are glad to see that some interesting notes from 
the Great Yarmouth Report also appear in those for Norfolk or Suffolk, 
according to location. I t would be helpful to users if Editors of Reports 
affected by this problem of overlapping would state clearly what policy has 
been adopted over it. What was evidently a single Crane, recognisable by a 
leg injury, appears in all four Reports, being first noted four days earlier on 
the Suffolk side than in Norfolk where the Report suggests (in notes from 
Horsey) that it probably died in mid-July, whereas the Great Yarmouth 
Report traces it up to early August at another Norfolk site. While the 
Suffolk Report notes that on grounds of economy a number of notes cannot 
be printed, with rising publication costs this duplication must tend to restrict 
the appearance of records which ought to be available. There are also two 
well-produced and informative publications on the Suffolk Reserves of the 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds at Minsmere and Havergate which 
were issued during 1952 at is. 6d. each, and contain detailed bird lists which 
were at the disposal of the Suffolk Report. 

This Suffolk Report gives the present status in the county of over 200 
species. Among these the Goldfinch and Woodlark are noted as increasing 
and the Corn Bunting as apparently extending its range, while the Yellow 
Wagtail has locally decreased. A few breeding records of Crossbills have 
been received both from Breckland and E. Suffolk and there are two breeding 
records of Wrynecks, near Ipswich. The number of breeding pairs of Bearded 
Tits reported was about 20-25 in Suffolk where numbers were lower than in 
1950, and apparently about half this number in Norfolk (where there were 
two pairs a t Cley) although the account of these is far from clear as regards 
second broods. Except for one brood of each at Hickling neither young 
Marsh Harriers nor young Montagu's were recorded as reared in either county, 
although a pair of Montagu's may also have bred in East Suffolk—a most 
disappointing setback. The record of Short-eared Owls was equally poor, 
and Bitterns also seem to have been rather below normal. 

Of other characteristic East Anglian species Sandwich Terns established a 
Suffolk colony at Havergate, where about 30 pairs bred, but although as 
many as 430 nests were counted on Scroby Sands off Yarmouth all these and 
nests of other species were destroyed by a high tide on June 24th-25th ; there 
were only 29 nests at Blakeney and only a single pair nested successfully a t 
Scolt Head. Two pairs of Arctic Terns also nested at Blakeney. Against 
such figures the Avocet now ranks as almost the most numerous and flourishing 
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of the group of rare East Anglian birds, at least 24 pairs having bred a t 
Havergate, thanks to efficient R.S.P.B. protection, and about 35-40 chicks 
(according to the Suffolk Report ; the R.S.P.B. say at least 32) having reached 
the free-flying stage. E.M.N. 

Cambridge Bird Club Report. 1951. Edited by A. E. Vine. 
T H I S carefully edited Report contains 16 pages of notes drawn from an 

area which unfortunately overlaps several others and which is vaguely defined 
and fluctuating, although illustrated by a useful map. The introduction 
indicates that much interesting and systematic work is being done, only part 
of which is covered in the Report. 

Rooks are recorded as increasing and a census in S. Cambs. confirms this. 
Further details are given of Rook and Starling roosts, one of the latter a t 
Quy being estimated at 150,000 birds. A pair of Siskins with four young 
seen in July are rightly square-bracketed ; they may possibly have escaped 
or been released from captivity. A Bearded Tit heard and seen near King's 
Lynn in January indicates movement, and there are records of Dippers in 
both Norfolk and Suffolk, and also of Wrynecks in pairs. Short-eared Owls 
nested in small numbers, but Marsh Harriers and Montagu's Harriers 
apparently did not. The maximum number of Brent Geese in the Wash was 
about 1,200. Sheld Ducks are apparently increasing and spreading inland, 
and have nested at Peterborough Sewage Farm for some years. The first 
confirmed breeding record for Pintail in Cambridgeshire is given and breeding 
is thought to have occurred also in S. Lincolnshire ; Wigeon also are suspected 
of attempting to breed. Several records of breeding Curlew lack confirmation 
and fuller investigation of the present status seems desirable. I t is roughly 
estimated that some 250 pairs of Redshank now breed inland in the area. 
Quail records are few. E.M.N. 

Huntingdonshire Fauna and Flora Society, 4th Annual Report, 1951. Birds, 
edited by C. F. Tebbutt. 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE is a small county with no coastline, but even so the 

list of birds revealed in the 7-page section dealing with them is disappointingly 
meagre. I t is even noted that in 1951 there was not a single record of Red
shank in the county. A Great Skua caught alive in October having possibly 
hit overhead wires was sent to the London Zoo. Rooks and Lapwings are 
noted as apparently increasing, and Great Crested Grebes and Kingfishesr 
as apparently approaching peak numbers. E.M.N. 

The Bedfordshire Naturalist for 1951. Recorder for birds—H. A. S. Key. 

ABOUT eight pages of this well-planned and very full publication are devoted 
to birds. These are mainly in the form of classified notes based on the 
records of some 16 observers, but are followed by an account of the first 
a t tempt at breeding in the county of the Little Ringed Plover (with a photo
graph of the nest and eggs), and full details of the Bedfordshire counts of 
Heron and Great Crested Grebe in 1951. The Little Ringed Plovers' eggs 
unfortunately disappeared on the night of June 2oth-2ist and the adults 
were not seen again after the 25th. The most remarkable occurrence of the 
year was that of a bird identified from the description of the observer as an 
immature White-tailed Eagle. This was seen on May 1st at Biddenham 
gliding along the poultry pens behind some houses ; it then swooped at the 
observer (when she threw a clod of earth at it) with " harsh and rasping " 
cries, before turning away and flying off. The evidence given is convincing. 

An abnormally large Starling roost developed in a thorn thicket at Elstow 
during November, but began to break up after a fortnight ; a t the peak the 
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numbers were estimated at " not less than a quarter of a million birds." 
Small flocks of Crossbills were seen at the end of the year a t Whipsnade. 
Late Yellow Wagtails on October 7th and 13th. A White Wagtail in April 
is supported only by the statement " all characters noted." Red-backed 
Shrikes reported from 5 areas, 2 broods of young being reared successfully. 
Pied Flycatchers in May. An unidentified leaf-warbler in December. A 
somewhat early (August 25th) flock of Fieldfares is included without any 
details, without even the name of the observer; there is an unfortunate 
tendency in some reports for such records of this species to be readily 
accepted, although there have been many cases where a critical examination 
has shown the birds concerned to be juvenile Mistle Thrushes. A large roost 
of Swallows and Sand Martins in reed-mace at Willington in August (most 
of the site has since been bull-dozed away). Ten late Swifts on October 17th. 
A pair of Hobbies seen from mid-May onwards, but breeding not proved. A 
bird " believed to be " a Honey Buzzard is very rightly enclosed in square 
brackets. Bitterns in January and August. Sixteen Bewick's Swans in 
March. Two Sheld Ducks in April. Tufted Duck nested a t Felmersham 
gravel pits. An exhausted Gannet found in September was ringed and 
released in Norfolk a few days later. Flock of about 100 Turtle Doves in 
July. Up to 9 Jack Snipe at Bedford Sewage Farm. Spotted Redshank and 
Greenshank in May, dead Kittiwake in March, Corncrake in August and Quail 
in October are among the other records included. I t should particularly be 
mentioned that this is one of the very few reports that adopts the excellent 
policy of including mention of all the species occurring in the count)'. 

I. J. F.-L. 

Lincolnshire Naturalists' Union Transactions (for 1951), vol. xiii, No. I. 
(published December, 1952). Ornithology, edited by S. A. Cox. 
ONLY 14 pages of notes are given from 25 observers, from among whom 

several of the best-known and most active Lincolnshire ornithologists are 
missing, although they are members of the Union. The result cannot be 
said to do justice-to the ornithology of this important county. For example 
there are single references only to such species as Blackcap, Garden Warbler, 
Sedge Warbler and Nightingale, while for Lincolnshire breeding records of 
Short-eared Owl in 1951 it is necessary to turn to the Cambridge Bird Club 
Report. A description of a bird identified as Richard's Pipit is confined to 
" I t permitted sustained observation and was like a Lark, but uncrested, with 
long legs and unstreaked flanks." This is a disappointing outcome of sus
tained observation, to say the least. 

Among interesting records is the laying of what is claimed to be the first 
recorded clutch of eggs of Montagu's Harrier in the county, unfortunately 
lost through flooding. A Honey Buzzard was most regrettably trapped by a 
gamekeeper near Brigg in July, and a Buzzard was seen in late May. The 
Bittern again bred, and eggs were found at the Black-headed gullery at 
Twigmoor which had been regarded as deserted. E.M.N. 

Yorkshire Naturalists' Union, Ornithological Report for 1951. Edited by 
R. Chislett. 
T H E large number of recorders that contributed to this report is evidence 

of the vitality of the Union. The observatory and trapping station at Spurn 
and traps a t High Royd and Wharfedale have continued to add materially 
to a knowledge of Yorkshire birds and the numerous records of recoveries 
of ringed birds are evidence of the important part these traps play in the 
study of migration. The most interesting of these have already been recorded 
in British Birds. 

The most important record of the year was that of the nesting of the 
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Temminck's Stint. A nest and four eggs were found in July, but on July 
12th the bird was picked up dead near the eggs which proved to be highly 
incubated. This is the first known attempt at nesting by the species in 
England. A remarkable record was that of 2 Nutcrackers seen on a chimney
pot in Leeds on April 27th (cf. antea, vol. xlv, p. 68). Black Redstarts reared 
a brood at Helmsley and probably nested elsewhere, for they were seen on 
blitzed buildings in Hull until mid-July. Montagu's Harriers were thought 
to have bred and were present throughout spring and summer. 

Among the large number of interesting records the following may be quoted: 
at least n Great Grey Shrikes were seen in five different months ; an Icterine 
Warbler was trapped at Spurn on September 3rd ; a flock of about 100 Field
fares was still in Wharfedale on May 25th ; during a great influx of Robins in 
October, 600 were trapped in a week at Spurn, and some of them were sub
sequently recovered in the Mediterranean area ; a Bluethroat and Wrynecks 
were caught and ringed ; Spoonbills, birds rarely seen in Yorkshire, were 
noted in April, May and July ; at Wintersett a pair of Green-winged Teal and 
a drake Ferruginous duck were seen in March ; a Pectoral Sandpiper arrived 
in September (antea, vol. xlv, p. 294) ; 7 breeding pairs of Little Ringed Plover 
were watched and five nests with young or eggs were found ; more Corn
crakes nested than for some years. A.W.B. 
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