
BOOK REVIEWS 
T H E P O C K E T GUIDE TO N E S T S AND EGGS. By E . S. R. 

FITTER, assisted by the H O N . GUY CHARTERIS. Illustrated by 
R. A. RICHARDSON. (Collins, London, 1955). xvi and 172 
pages. 48 plates (40 in colour). 21s. 

T H I S companion volume to the same author 's Pocket Guide to 
British Birds is arranged on a similar system, based on division of 
all species first according to an arbitrary grouping under " L a n d , " 
" W a t e r s i d e " or " W a t e r " and then by size. The finder of three 
neighbouring nests on moorland such as a Curlew's, a Black-
headed Gull's and a Red Grouse's will no doubt with sufficient 
diligence eventually discover the right answers under "Waters ide 
Birds; L o n g " , " W a t e r Birds; Medium" and "Land Birds; 
Medium", but we still think that if anything can convince the 
ordinary bird-watcher that there are even worse fates than having 
to learn the " W e t m o r e " order, this is it. 

Like its predecessor this book contains many admirable features 
and much valuable information and will no doubt be widely used, 
yet it contains too many faults which could easily have been 
avoided and which make it dissatisfying to a critical user. 
Unfortunately these concern the illustrations as well as the text. 
In order to conform to the arbitrary scheme birds which nest in 
different situations have to be figured more than once in colour, 
and it is perhaps partly through trying to do too much in this way 
that the standard falls disappointingly below that of the first 
volume, especially in the use of crude and violent reds as in the 
Robin, Redwing and Yellowhammer, and in the smudginess which 
robs the divers and the Avocet of their beauty. Indeed, some of 
the cigarette cards of around forty years ago did better justice to 
a number of nesting birds than some of these plates. While the 
fault appears to be largely in the design and production it is sad 
to see the work of so talented an illustrator as Mr. Richardson 
forced into so cramped and mass-produced a mould. 

In the text the distribution notes contain some curiously mis
leading statements, such as that the Wryneck breeds "very 
sparsely N . to Yorks. and W . to Devon" while on the other hand 
the Common Sandpiper is not shown as breeding at all in W . 
England, and' it is surprising to find no mention of Suffolk among 
counties where the Sandwich Tern breeds. In general the 
tendency is to give an over-optimistic view of the prospects of 
encountering a number of the less common species, from Merlins 
and Stonechats to Egyptian Goose and Collared Turtle Dove 
(Eastern Collared Dove), which last it seems unnecessary to have 
included at all. 

The descriptions of nests and nest-sites are brief and in many 
cases excellent, but here again there are some disappointing 
features. The Black-headed and Common Gulls, for instance, are 
both given as nesting colonially, but there is nothing to indicate 
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that in the latter case the "colony" so infrequently exceeds a 
couple of dozen pairs while in the former it may run to hundreds 
or even thousands, or that the Common Gull has so marked a 
preference for nesting on islets. 

Useful information is also given about bird-ringing and nest-
boxes and there are keys to egg colour, egg shape, nestling 
features, nest-sites, construction and materials and colonial and 
social nesting which will prove valuable for reference. E.M-.N. 
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