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MANY ornithologists who spend much of their time abroad have 
access to little literature and may not know how to use their 
opportunities fully nor how, where or whether to publish 
knowledge they acquire. The purpose of this handbook is to 
meet this situation and' to encourage the study of birds by pointing 

out where worthwhile opportunities exist. The bulk of the book 
consists of 54 short articles, averaging 4 pages each, written by 
a panel of 44 experts, mainly British but including workers in 
Africa, Australia and America. The range of subjects is 
remarkably wide: classification, plumage, field-identification, 
parasites and collecting of all so r t s ; geographical aspects includ
ing range, migration, navigation, birds at sea, in the Tropics, in 
the Arctic, e tc . ; general behaviour (learning, food, predation, 
calls, roosting, associations, etc.), 5 articles on aspects of breed
ing, 4 on conservation, and 20 on study techniques including 
photography, automatic recorders, ringing, censuses, aviculture. 
Finally there are suggestions for special study, and regional 
information for the whole world excluding Europe, U.S .S .R. and 
North America. The regional information given i s : — 

Societies and' other bodies concerned with ornithology. 
Public and private ornithological collections and bird-

sanctuaries. 
Individual ornithologists (in those areas where the state of 

organised ornithology makes this information desirable). 
Reference-books and check-lists.. 

The articles are of course brief—in fact the question of field-
description is not taken much further than making sketches—but 
most of them cover a great deal of g round; some are rather 
generalized, others give considerable detail. To illustrate points, 
examples are largely drawn from non-European species. While 
very modern in outlook and up-to-date in information, emphasis is 
mainly on gaps in our knowledge and on steps that may be taken 
to fill them. Thus, although the overseas observer has every
where been the reader particularly in mind, this informative book 
also provides the ornithologist in this country with a broad outline, 
a glimpse of recent developments and a variety of suggestions for 
advancing knowledge, extending over so wide a field of subjects 
of bird-study as must surely cater for all tastes. No one who is 
wondering how to turn his bird-watching to useful account should 
fail to consult this book. I t will of course date in time, but the 
speed with which it does so may be a measure of its success. 

P .A .D.H. 
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