
REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
The 1957 irruptions of tits and other species.—The organisers report a 

good response to the earlier appeals (antea, vol. L, pp. 495 and 542) for informa
tion about the movements of tits (Parus spp). and other birds in the autumn 
of 1957. For England and Wales this has provided a reasonably full picture 
of the influx around the coasts, but a rather less complete one of movements 
and numbers inland. Much less information has been received for Scotland 
and Ireland, however, and reports (even if negative) of movements, numbers 
and behaviour from these two countries would be particularly welcome. In 
addition, details of any movements or changes in numbers during the winter, 
and of the periods during which paper-tearing, putty-pecking and similar 
activities were observed (giving first and last dates where possible) are required 
for the whole of the British Isles. Observations should be sent to Messrs. 
A. Pettet and J. T. R. Sharrock, Botany Department, University of 
Southampton. 

Gulls feeding on grain.—In the very dry harvest of 1955, gulls (Larus spp.) 
made grain their staple diet in one locality in Pembrokeshire, and the tentative 
conclusion was reached that birds which normally foraged on agricultural land 
took grain because earthworms and insects were not available to them (antea, 
vol. xlix, pp. 400-404). This conclusion had some support from observations 
in 1956, a wet season, since gulls were only occasionally seen feeding in corn
fields, but in 1957, also a wet season, they continued to frequent some stubbles 
until they were ploughed in November. The conditions during harvest were 
such that much corn was over-ripe when cut and the grain shelled badly. It 
seems likely that the quantity available may influence the gulls' choice of it 
as a food. 

According to Dr. F. Fraser Darling (1938, Bird Flocks and the Breeding 
Cycle), corn is also eaten by gulls when fields are sown, but no other reference 
to this in the literature comes to mind. We should be glad, therefore, if 
reports of gulls feeding in fields of ripe corn or stubbles and in newly sown 
fields could be sent to Mr. T. A. W. Davis, South Mullock, Haverfordwest, 
Pembs. Observations covering several years would be particularly welcome. 
Records should include information on the following points: (1) numbers 
and species involved; (2) whether distribution was widespread or confined to 
particular fields; (3) kind of grain; (4) whether or not there was proof that 
grain was being eaten; (5) harvest conditions; (6) when pellets are found at 
daytime or night roosts, an indication of the number or area involved, an 
estimate of the proportion of grain pellets, and the nature of other identifiable 
matter; (7) whether pellets are of whole undigested grain or of husks. 

The place of birds in English folklore.—An English Folklore Survey has 
been undertaken in the Department of English, University College, London, 
under the direction of Professor A. H. Smith, with the assistance of 
Mr. J. McN. Dodgson. A topic upon which the Survey is now planning to 
concentrate its attention is that of birds and their place in local livelihood and 
tradition. Specific points which are to be dealt with are the local, popular 
names of birds; proverbs, rhymes, etc., in which birds appear; the use of the 
bird or its egg for clothing, ornaments, cures, foods, etc.; birds figuring in 
popular belief about good and bad luck, omens, etc.; local beliefs about 
migration and the weather, and so forth. 

The Survey asks interested readers to write to J. McN. Dodgson, M.A., 
English Folklore Survey, Department of English, University College, Gower 
Street, London, W.C.i, for fuller details of. the scheme. 

130 




