
Letters 
Migrations of the Oystercatcher 

Sirs,—May I reply briefly to Mr. E. J. M. Buxton's recent letter 
{Brit. Birds, 53: 236-237) on the migrations of the Oystercatcher 
{Haematopas ostrakgus)! It is a somewhat extravagantly worded 
communication, but I do not understand him to query the proposition 
that any proper study of Oystercatcher movements must take into 
account the fact that different breeding populations favour different 
winter quarters and consequently cover widely differing distances on 
their way there. 

The only part of his letter that calls for further comment is, accord
ingly, the third paragraph. In this he criticises my treatment of the 
available evidence when I conclude that it does not support his 
suggestion that immature Oystercatchers move further away from 
their breeding areas than mature birds. His criticism is that one 
cannot say that a ringed bird recovered in December or January has 
reached its "furthest south". This criticism conveniently ignores the 
only relevant ringing recoveries which unanimously suggest that, 
outside the breeding and migration seasons, Oystercatchers do not 
indulge in more than local movements: 

Date and place of ringing Date and place of recovery Miles 
21.9.5a Hilbre Is. (Cheshire) 13.3.53 Other side of Dee (Flint) 15 
z7.10.j4 Isle of May (Fife) i2-4.55 Ctail (Fife) 6 
30.9.56 Shellness (Kent) zi-i-Sl Shellness (Kent) o 
8.12.56 Conway (Caernarvon) 29.12.56 Deganwy (Caernarvon) 1 
8.12.56 Conway (Caernarvon) 29.12.56 Llandudno (Caernarvon) 3 

Curiously enough, Buxton specifically mentions the first two of 
these recoveries in his original paper {Brit. Birds, 50: 5 22). The recent 
Morocco recovery mentioned in his letter has, of course, nothing to 
do with the case. This bird could perfectly well have accomplished 
the trip very shortly after fledging, as witness the Fair Isle one that 
got as far as France in its first August. D . G. A N D R E W 

Grebes in Africa 
Sirs,—I read in British Birds (5 3: 78) that the Black-necked Grebe 

{Podiceps caspicus) "is the only one of the five Palaearctic grebes to be 
found" in Africa. In the interests of accuracy it should perhaps be 
pointed out that both the Great Crested Grebe (P. cristatus) and the 
Little Grebe (P. ruficollis) also breed in Africa south of the Sahara. 

M. F . M. M E I K L E J O H N 

[This was an unfortunate error on my part. In self-defence I may 
perhaps be allowed to draw attention to the first paragraph of another 
text I wrote three years earlier {Brit. Birds, 50: 23).—I.J.F,-L.J 
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