
Reviews 
The House Sparrow. By D. Summers-Smith. Collins, London, 
1963. xv i+269 pages; one colour and 32 black-and-white 
photographs; 36 text-figures. 25 s. 

The distinguished reputation of the New Naturalist series is greatly 
enhanced by this latest addition to its range of Special Volumes. In 
eleven years of patient observation and study Mr. Summers-Smith 
has devoted himself to the task of finding out what makes the House 
Sparrow probably the most successful and adaptable bird in the world. 
His thoroughness in unravelling the complexities of the daily life and 
habits of resident populations in two contrasting areas of England, as 
well as in examining the place of the species throughout the world and 
its relationship with man, is matched by a succinct and absorbing 
style which makes a most fascinating and readable book. 

In the first of three sections the House Sparrow's life history is taken 
from the time the young birds leave the nest and followed through 
their adult and everyday life, pair formation, display and breeding. 
In a chapter on numbers and density it is estimated that there are nine 
and a half million House Sparrows in Great Britain. The second 
section deals with origins and distribution, and the third with ecology. 
The whole book is. illustrated with many good photographs and the 
thirty-six text-figures include six drawings by P. J. Stead of display 
postures. 

The underlying theme of the book is the success of the House 
Sparrow as an animal and its adaptation to a close relationship with 
man, which Mr. Summers-Smith sees as the key to that success. This 
idea is explored further in the final chapter where it is suggested that 
the House Sparrow may show something more than mere trial-and-
error learning. Instances are described which indicate signs of intelli
gence and it seems that this may result in a real difference in levels 
of behaviour to give the species an advantage over others. 

Those who hurry through their front gardens to get to the nearest 
sewage-farm or gravel-pit and ignore the cheerful chirrup from the 
guttering should read Mr. Summers-Smith's excellent book—they 
will have a new respect for the 'humble spadger'. 

R O B E R T G I L L M O R 

Oversigt over Danmarks Fugle. By Finn Salomonsen. Munks-
gaard, Copenhagen, 1963. 155 pages; one map. Danish text 
with English explanatory notes and glossary. Dkr.18.00. 
The reviewer only once finds himself in disagreement with the author 
of this latest work on Danish ornithology. This is over the latter's 
description of his little volume—in the English key to the text—as a 

422 



check-list'. Here Dr. Salomonsen's modesty surely does him less than 
justice. His 'oversigt', in fact, deserves to be known as a handbook, 
and an excellent handbook at that! It gives the status and distribution 
of every bird on the Danish list, both today and in the past—that is, 
since records were first kept. 

Where a species is of mixed status, an attempt is made at assessing 
the proportions of the different types; it is estimated, for example, that 
16% of the native Kestrels normally emigrate in the autumn. Wher
ever possible, Dr. Salomonsen names the countries in which birds 
ringed in Denmark have been detected, as well as the sources of those 
marked elsewhere and recovered on passage or in winter by Danish 
observers. In the case of a local or interesting species, such as the 
Little Gull, the fortunes of each colony are followed from the time of 
its establishment. If an accidental visitant has occurred less than ten 
times, the author furnishes details of every authenticated record, and 
he also mentions any he considers unreliable. Throughout he is 
careful to distinguish between records confirmed by collecting and 
those based on observation or recognition of song. Species known 
t o have been introduced into Denmark, or to have escaped from 
captivity, are relegated to the first of two appendices. In the other 
are listed those which, in the author's opinion, cannot be retained in 
the Danish avifauna. 

Readers unfamiliar with the Danish language will find the well-
compiled English explanatory notes and glossary all they require to 
follow the text. A very full index and a small-scale but quite adequate 
map are provided. The publishers' choice of a strong, glazed paper 
is to be commended, and the stiff cover should withstand all but the 
roughest treatment. H . M. S. B L A I R 
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