
Reviews 
A Mosaic of Islands. By Kenneth Williamson and J. Morton 
Boyd. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh and London, 1963. 183 
pages index; 22 black-and-white photographs; text-drawings 
and m-ps . 21s. 
The more remote islands around our coast have always held a great 
fascination for naturalists. It is now four hundred years since Donald 
Monro wrote the MS. for his Description of the Western Isles of Scotland, 
eventually published in 1774; and since then we have had many books 
about them, varying in style from the quaint and somewhat uncritical 
pen of Martin Martin to the splendid, humorous and descriptive 
Island Going of Robert Atkinson. 

This new book by the authors of St. Kilda Summer (1962) is a further 
and most welcome addition to the literature. With general des
criptions of various Scottish islands and the Faeroe Islands, it 
contains much useful information on their ecology and on the birds, 
seals and whales. 

The authors take it in turn to contribute individual chapters: on 
the Faeroe Islands; on the research work being carried out by the 
Nature Conservancv in the 'p-reat onen-air lahnratorv' on Rhum: 
on experiences in assessing seal populations on various Hebridean 
islands and on North Rona in particular; on the early primitive dwell
ings on Hirta and Boreray of the St. Kilda group; and a general one 
on various small islands visited by the National Trust for Scotland's 
'Islands Cruise', which also covers a trip to Unst in Shetland. On the 
'Islands Cruise' Kenneth Williamson was able to see and hear five 
different subspecies of the Wren in eight days, and he has quite a lot to 
say about these birds in his chapter on Hirta. Morton Boyd describes 
the excitement of camping on the remote island of Boreray—the 
first occasion a party had stayed overnight on the island since St. 
Kilda was evacuated. 

The chapter on Rhum is particularly valuable and includes notes on 
the remarkable colony of Manx Shearwaters which breed in tens of 
thousands high up in the interior of the island from about 1,700 feet 
to the summits of the high tops. Conservationists will also read with 
interest the details of the various experiments being undertaken on this 
'research island'. 

This attractively written book can be strongly recommended to 
everyone with an interest in island birds. G E O R G E W A T E R S T O N 

Instructions to Young Ornithologists. III. Bird Migration. By 
Robert Spencer. Museum Press, London, 1963. 126 pages; 17 
monochrome plates; l ine drawings and diagrams. 12s. 6d. 
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monochrome plates; l ine drawings and diagrams. 12s. 6d. 
Through the rapid growth of the bird observatory and ringing schemes 
in recent years, more young bird-watchers are engaged in assisting 
with migration studies in Britain today than in any other serious 
ornithological pursuit. Many, however, once their annual observa
tory holiday is over or their ringed bird is released, take little further 
interest in the subject. This book, by the secretary of both these 
schemes, will encourage them to do so, just as it will introduce the 
complete beginner to the fascination of migration studies. 

The book is concerned less with practical instruction or methods 
(though a few useful hints on trapping birds, making a daily census and 
recording visible migration are given) than in providing an introduc
tion to present-day knowledge and ideas on various aspects of migra
tion (including irruption) and orientation. The ground is covered 
adequately, the information is up-to-date and generally accurate, and 
the whole is presented in a straightforward, readable manner. 
Emphasis is not unnaturally on migration in the British Isles and a 
good balance has been maintained between the ordinary and the spec
tacular, the well-known and the new. 

A certain amount of over-generalisation, perhaps justified in the 
interests of simplicity, has resulted in a number of minor errors and 
omissions. A few other mistakes are less explicable. The younger 
reader may well be puzzled to find that plate 12 (depicting a radar 
display) is captioned 'Diurnal arrival of Chaffinches in October' when 
he was told earlier (p. 37) that one of the disadvantages of radar was 
that 'there seems to be no prospect of separating larks from Chaffinches, 
Chaffinches from Bramblings, and so on.' And it is not only the 
younger reader who will be mystified by the odd compass direction— 
'south-south-east by east'—on p . 61 (south by east would seem to be 
intended). 

Despite these minor faults, Robert Spencer has succeeded well in his 
task and many of his readers will wish to go more deeply into the 
subject. For this reason the short bibliography might have been 
extended and the liteiature grouped under chapters for easy reference. 
The book is well produced and illustrated, and very reasonably priced. 
It cannot fail to interest both the young and the not-so-young beginner 
in an absorbing aspect of ornithology. J . L . F . P A R S L O W 

Birdwatching. By E . A. R. Ennion. Pelham Books (Michael 
Joseph), London, 1963. 138 pages; 8 plates of photographs; 
many line-drawings in the text. 16s. 
A new British book on bird-watching inevitably invites comparison 
with the late Stuart Smith's excellent How to Study Birds (1945), 
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although Dr. Ennion's book, from its style and approach, seems to be 
intended for less sophisticated readers. The latter's chapter on food, 
for example, begins 'The in'ards of birds, so far as food is concerned, 
behave very much like our own', while that on breeding starts ' In 
the affairs of birds a male without a territory is clearly of little account, 
and even a male with a territory needs a wife to round it off', com
pared with Stuart Smith's 'Having secured for himself a territory in 
which to tear a family, our cock bird, defending it vigorously, awaits 
the arrival of the hens'. It is not simply a question of literary ele
gance—the earlier book seems to the reviewer to be better and more 
concise in its presentation of facts and in its ability to stimulate. 

However, it is perhaps unfair to push the comparison too far. 
Many beginners will find much to interest them in this new book and 
may well catch the author's infectious enthusiasm. The ten chapters 
cover identification; the world of birds; flight; migration; dispersion; 
breeding; communication; food; maintenance; and lastly, birds and 
men, in which there is mentioned the growing menace of toxic 
chemicals. There is no index. The text is accompanied by numerous 
examples of Dr. Ennion's delightful and inimitable sketches, although 
the great reduction in size and use of unsuitable paper has spoilt the 
•effect of some of them. R A Y M O N D C O R D E R O 

ALSO RECEIVED 
A Calendar of Birds. By Austin Hatton. Oldbourne, London, 1963. 18s. 
Bird Watching—Nesting Birds along the Coast. By Peter R. Clarke. Jarrold, Norwich, 

1963. 5s. 
Budgerigars and other Cage Birds. By Jack Aistrop. New English Library, London, 

1963. 3s. 6d. 
Butterflies in Britain. By George E. Hyde. Jarrold, Norwich, 1963. 5s. 
Characters of Age, Sex and Sexual Maturity in Canada Geese (Biological Notes, No. 49). 

By Harold C. Hanson. State Natural History Survey Division, Urbana, Illinois, 
U.S.A., 1962. Free on request. 

Egg-Shells. By Michael Prynne. Barrie and Rockliff, London, 1963. 37s. 6d. 
People of the Forest. By Hans Lidman. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh and London, 

1963. 42s. 
Pheasants and their Enemies. By J. O'C. Fitzsimons. MacDonald & Evans, London, 

1963. 15s. 
The Budgerigar Owner's Encyclopaedia. By Philip Marsden. Pelham Books (Michael 

Joseph), London, 1963. 18s. 
While Some Trees Stand. By Garth Christian. Newnes, London, 1963. 21s. 
Wild Favours. By Eileen A. Soper. Hutchinson, London, 1963. 25s. 
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