
Reviews 
The Broads. ByE. A. Ellis. Collins, London, 1965. 401 pages; 
47 monochrome photographs and 68 maps and diagrams. 36s. 
This long-awaited guide to the natural history of the Norfolk broads is 
most impressive. Edward Ellis's writing is always colourful and he 
brings the broadland scene vividly before us. There are chapters on 
the early geology of broadland, on the physiographical evolution of the 
east Norfolk river valleys since the Ice Age, and on the vegetation, the 
invertebrate animals, the fishes, the amphibians and reptiles, the birds 
and the mammals. But this is not only a book for naturalists. There 
is also much of general interest. The chapters on the origin of the 
broads, on man in broadland and on native river craft, for example, 
make fascinating reading. In addition to a full bibliography, there are 
valuable appendices giving maps of every broad during the last 
century and notes on broadland marsh tools and broads insects. 

The chapter on birds occupies 19 pages, all except five being devoted 
to 'brief descriptions of the local status of most of the birds known to 
frequent the broads'. It was compiled by the late B. B. Riviere, who 
died in 1953, and Edward Ellis. This section valuably condenses a 
surprising amount of information, but there are points on which one 
might quibble. For example, Cormorants are no longer 'fairly regular 
in small numbers' as over a hundred spend each winter at Ranworth; 
Shelduck are not now rare, breeding having taken place at Hickling 
and other places; White-fronted Geese are, in fact, decreasing; the 
Bewick's and not the Whooper is now the more abundant wild swan; 
and the Ringed Plover has nested on the wader grounds at Hickling. 
Missing from the list are the Brent Goose, appearing most winters at 
Breydon; the Oystercatcher, nesting each year at Breydon and Horsey; 
the Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and Wheatear, all regular passage 
migrants; the Stonechat, nesting at Horsey; the Redstart and Pied 
Flycatcher, both regular in autumn near the coast; and the Twite, 
Lapland Bunting and Snow Bunting, all wintering on the Breydon 
saltings. 

The illustrations are varied and all of a high standard. 
M I C H A E L J. SEAGO 

Water Birds with Webbed Feet. By Paul Geroudet, translated for 
the English edition by Phyllis Barclay-Smith. Illustrated by 
Robert Hainard. Blandford Press, London, 1965. 314 pages; 
24 colour plates; 24 photographs; 59 line-drawings. £2 2s. 
Les Palmipedes, of which this is a revised translation, was published 
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originally in Switzerland in 19 5 9. As the tide implies, it is a somewhat 
specialised book, comprising in effect an introduction to the European 
species of the Natatores, the 19th century Order which grouped to
gether the divers and grebes, the petrels, cormorants and pelicans, 
the swans, geese and ducks, and the auks, skuas, gulls and terns. 
Because of its several anomalies this particular grouping has long been 
obsolete, and the author was perhaps unwise to adhere to it as rigidly as 
he has. By doing so he has surely detracted from the value of the book 
as a work of reference, especially in the field, where the characteristic of 
the webbed foot is seldom apparent. 

Nevertheless, he has contrived to bring together a great deal of 
information in a concise and readable form. For each species there is a 
brief description of the plumage and measurements, status and distri
bution, and of the breeding biology, recapitulated from the standard 
works. Reference is also made to selected papers in the leading 
European journals. Added to this is a popular and more discursive 
account, including details of behaviour, appearance, voice, food, 
habitat and migration. It is these essays which give the book character 
and reflect the author's zest for his subject. 

The illustrations add further sparkle, although the colour plates are 
often less successful than the many vignettes in line and charcoal. The 
photographs are well reproduced, and have been selected with care 
from a wide range of sources. 

The standard of translation is beyond reproach, but, paradoxically, 
its very excellence may lead to misunderstandings. The book is so 
palpably English in format and idiom that it is sometimes difficult to 
remember that the emphasis lies not on the British Isles but on the 
situation in Switzerland, France and Belgium. As a result, a number 
of remarks appear misleading at first sight. There is, for example, no 
mention of the White-fronted Goose occurring in Britain; the Barnacle 
Goose is said to winter 'in a somewhat restricted area, mainly in the 
Netherlands' (again no mention of Britain); and the Grey Lag 'does not 
occur in large flocks in Western Europe'. Such ambiguities are often 
heightened by the more detailed accounts of breeding distribution 
which precede them, and by the fuller treatment accorded to some 
species. 

Despite this, the book has much to recommend it. Most of the 
species dealt with are migratory, and many are threatened by loss of 
habitat and other human pressures. A knowledge of their status 
abroad is therefore essential to a proper understanding of their require
ments in Britain. With Mr. G^roudet's observations to hand the 
reader will have less excuse for insularity. 

G. L. A T K I N S O N - W I L L E S 
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