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In Search of Birds. By Collingwood Ingram. Witherby, London, 
1966. 286 pages. 30s. 

This is a colourful patchwork quilt of sixty years' and a very good 
thirty shillings' worth of ornithological observations, experiences and 
ruminations, which no one with even a jot of Captain Ingram's en
thusiasm for birds could fail to enjoy. Wherever he has been—and it 
is not at all easy to spot the gaps in the kaleidoscope, though in fact 
they include (rather refreshingly) the bulk of tropical Africa and all 
except a generous central slice of the Americas—he has looked at 
birds with an admirable mixture of aesthetic wonderment and scientific 
inquisitiveness (two attitudes of mind which are not really so very far 
apart). What is more, he has succeeded in transferring from his note
books to his journals, and thence to this book, an always fresh and 
lively impression of what he has seen, enjoyed, deduced or conjectured. 

The result is essentially readable, with no ambition at all to be a 
treatise, and it is consistent with this that the book ends simply with a 
list of the 367 species mentioned in the text (in alphabetical order of 
vernacular names, with scientific names in brackets) rather than with an 
index. Nevertheless, it would undoubtedly have been a convenience to 
anyone wanting to turn up one of the many references of historical 
interest or challenging implications, if the list had included page 
numbers. There are also a few curious slips (e.g. mirasmas for marismas, 
guardkn for gardieri) which may be only typographical, but which give 
the impression of being due to a cheerful Anglo-Saxon disregard for 
foreign orthography. 

Be that as it may, the book does have an attractive old-fashioned 
flavour and is none the worse for that, though it is interesting that 
Captain Ingram, while deliberately eschewing the modem jargon, is 
by no means averse to verbal inventiveness of his own. He also fre
quently indulges in non-ornithological and often very amusing 'asides'. 
In fact, it is his pleasant habit of pursuing by-ways among his reminis
cences that carries the reader along at a rollicking pace, so that the 
chapter headings—'Cannibalism in Birds', 'Ornithologists I Have 
Known', 'Down the Guadalquivir' and 'Changes in the Status of 
British Birds', to pick a few at random—are only a rough guide to their 
contents. 

Through it all run the two golden threads of an aesthetic perceptive-
ness and an ardent quest for the evolutionary reasons why birds look 
what they look like or do what they do. Some of the answers given 
would promote lively controversy wherever two or three ornitholo-
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gists are gathered together, but it would be difficult to think of a more 
entertaining or painless means than a book of this kind for imparting 
a leaven of understanding to the bird-loving dough. 

H. F. I. E L L I O T T 

Birds of the New York Area. By John Bull. Harper and Row, 
New York and London, 1964. 540 pages; maps and line-drawings. 
67s. 

Ornithologists have tended to neglect the great urban areas of the 
world, but New York, like London, has been fortunate. This is the 
fourth authoritative work on the birds of that area since 1906, and so, 
besides giving a fall account of present distribution, it is able to docu
ment the fascinating changes which have occurred during this century. 
The author, John Bull, formerly an amateur and a member of the 
famous Bronx County Bird Club (that small but active group of city 
bird-watchers which also included such famous names as Joseph J. 
Hickey, Allan D. Cruickshank and Roger Tory Peterson) has recently 
been working on the bird collection at the American Museum of 
Natural History. He is to be congratulated on sifting and analysing 
single-handed the great mass of records (characteristically, perhaps, the 
comparable work on London birds was produced by a committee) to 
provide an exciting and readable account of the rich avifauna of the 
region. 

The book covers an area far beyond the city of New York—extend
ing some 70 miles west from Manhattan and about 50 miles to the 
north and south, while in the east it includes the whole of Long Island, 
nearly 100 miles away at its furthest point, and the offshore waters for 
30 miles out from the coast. There is a rich variety of habitats in this 
region of over 5,000 square miles—sand dunes and thickets on the 
coast, mud-flats and salt-marshes, pine barrens, woods of oak, beech, 
maple and hickory, fast-shrinking meadows and freshwater marshes, 
forested highlands in the interior, and many ponds, lakes and rivers, 
with some 17 million people and their houses, shops, factories and 
roads spreading everywhere. 

Despite the press of human beings, the region can boast a rich bird 
life—412 species to date, of which at least 190 have been reliably 
reported as breeding. This richness is due not only to the variety of 
habitats, but also to the region's being a meeting place of northern and 
southern forms (both the Great Black-backed Gull and the Glossy 
Ibis, for example, nest on Long Island), as well as lying on the great 
Atlantic flyway, so that migration-watching provides both quantity 
and variety, and in the path of periodical hurricanes which scatter such 
tropical and sub-tropical species as the Magnificent Frigate-bird, Sooty 
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and Bridled Terns, Brown Booby and White-tailed Tropic-bird. 
Some 475 pages of the book are devoted to the species accounts, 

giving clearly and concisely range (including subspecific forms), 
status, changes in status (with historical summaries going back in some 
cases to 1830), migration, and breeding (including habitat, changes in 
numbers, details of colonial species with, in some cases, excellent maps). 
The species list is preceded by a series of general chapters covering 
history, birding areas, a summary of changes since 1942, a survey of 
breeding birds, migration, criteria used in accepting records, hurricanes 
and their effects, and subspecies. 

One sympathises with the task of trying to fit as many species as are 
found in western and central Europe into one book, but these general 
chapters are tantalisingly short. I should have liked essays on the birds 
of the main habitats (especially the urban core where, despite the 
glories of Central Park's migratory warblers, the breeding species 
appear to be much fewer than in the Inner London parks) and the 
changes in nesting species more thoroughly discussed. Even so, there 
are exciting glimpses of what can be done in a heavily populated area, 
for, though pesticides may have wiped out the Peregrine and caused 
Osprey numbers to drop catastrophically, one can only salute a con
servation movement which has provided the Jamaica Bay reserve 
where Glossy Ibises, Snowy Egrets, Great White Egrets and Little 
Blue Herons, mostly new arrivals, breed in sight of Idlewild airport 
and within the city limits. 

There is surely the scope and the knowledge here for another book 
and perhaps one may hope that John Bull will find time to put us more 
in his debt by writing it. STANLEY CRAMP 
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