
Reviews 
The Natural History of Europe. By Harry Garms. Illustrated by 
Wilhelm Eigener. Edited by A. Melderis (plants) and Joyce Pope 
(animals). Paul Hamlyn, London, 1967. ix+358 pages with 900 
illustrations. 35s. 
This bulky book—11 by 7J inches in size, i f inches thick and 42 ounces 
in weight—describes and illustrates in colour approximately 2,100 
plants (of all sorts) and 1,400 animals (of all sorts). The colours, 
although flat, are generally good and the miniature drawings are, 
everything considered, successful. The area covered is vast, stretching 
from the sub-tropics of the Mediterranean to the Arctic Circle, 
and is grouped into seven terrains, from seashore to mountains. It 
follows, inevitably, that very many more thousands of organisms which 
will be met with are not included. 

The question arises forcibly: for whom is this book intended? The 
blurb claims that it will be equally valuable for amateur and specialist. 
N o specialist, however modest, could be content with the treatment of 
his particular subject, but for the man in the street I think that this book 
has something. It may have something too for those who want to 
know roughly the identification of an organism outside their own line 
of country, whether it be fungus, fish or flower. On this basis it might 
be worth readers of British Birds looking at it to see if they could 
not glean the odd clue in sections in which they may be unversed. What 
information is there, in an extremely succinct form, is mostly accu
rate, but rarely detailed enough to carry identification far. Indeed, 
warning might have been given that many similar species exist and 
many others are left out. How much one would succeed in practice in 
naming anything from such a series of brief sketches can only be tested 
in the field, but the chance of getting 35 shillings' worth of help from 
lugging round this volume in the car on visits abroad is not all that 
remote. D A V I D M C C L I N T O C K 

Tracks. By E. A. R. Ennion and N . Tinbergen. Clarendon Press, 
Oxford and London, 1967. 64 pages; many photographs and 
drawings. 25 s. 
This superbly illustrated book allows itself a brief far beyond its title, 
since it embraces many of the signs which will help the field-naturalist 
towards a better understanding of what is going on around him. Not 
only are there the tracks and spoors of Adder, Natterjack Toad, 
Hedgehog, Rabbit, Fox, Badger and a number of bird species; but we 
have also the pitmarks of sandhoppers, toad 'digs' where Natterjacks 
have gone underground for the day, a doe Rabbit's 'stop', Fox food-
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caches, a shrike's larder, a thrush's anvil, and so on. For the most part 
the tracks and signs are those of shore and sand-dune, reflecting the 
preoccupation of the authors with a particularly congenial terrain; 
but, as they remark, similar evidence of animal activity is to be found 
on estuarine and streamside mud, and indeed over the whole country
side after every snowfall—'an endless source of fascination for those 
who are up in time and have eyes to see'. For the country-going 
Sherlock Holmes will fare best in the early morning, before wind and 
sun and diurnal movements blur the pristine clarity of the evidence. 

The book is useful not only for the selection of incidents it contains, 
but also for revealing the great potentialities of this kind of country
side detection. The treatment is unusual, with the painting sometimes 
superimposed on the photograph, and the purist might well be offen
ded by, say, Dr. Ennion's Snow Buntings crowding on Dr. Tinbergen's 
arctic ledge (page 15). But there are many instances where the photo
graph appears at first sight to be merely a jumble of blurred depressions 
in the sand, and it is in these cases that the artist's portrayal of the 
photographer's interpretation is strikingly successful. One would give 
top marks, for example, to the juxtapositions involving the Shelduck 
family (page 23), the Foxes (pages 39-45) and the young Kestrel playing 
with a pine cone (page 26); there are many other instances where the 
artistic commentary enlivens the photographic record, and the two 
tell a coherent story. A considered verdict must be that this co-opera
tion between artist and photographer is a pertinent and revealing 
technique in the present context, and this small book only serves to 
whet one's appetite for more. K E N N E T H W I L L I A M S O N 
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