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Where to Watch Birds in Britain and Europe. By John Gooders. 
Andre Deutsch, London, 1970. 299 pages; 25 black-and-white 
photographs; 27 sketch maps. 45s. 
In this successor to Where to Watch Birds (1967), whose scope was 
conrlned to Britain and Ireland, John Gooders has extended his net 
to the rest of Europe outside Russia. For each country a selection of 
outstanding or typical localities is given, with brief notes on the 
terrain and the most characteristic birds followed by lists of the species 
of most interest according to season. Brief notes on access, sometimes 
accompanied by maps, conclude each account. 

I must confess that I view with grave suspicion books of this kind, 
which tend to channel an ever-increasing number of bird-watchers 
into a decreasing number of good localities for birds. This is especially 
so when they provide additional incentives for conducted tours, the 
conduct and reputation of which are not always above criticism. 
The advent and behaviour of one such party has led to the appearance 
of notices on a number of local gates saying 'Private. No bird-watchers'. 
Obviously, if the land is private and no permit has been obtained, 
no landowner can be blamed for this, but it is a sad reflection on 
bird-watchers that the last words should be necessary. Increasing 
public interest is undoubtedly essential for wide-scale protective 
measures to be effective, but it has its dangers too and it is to be hoped 
that readers of Mr Gooders's book will have some care not only for 
the birds but also for those who will come after them and will also 
want to see something. 

A biassed interest having been declared, it is only fair to say that 
Mr Gooders has done a first-class job and, while few would claim a 
sufficient!? detailed knowledge of the birds of Europe to be able to 
check all the statements made, it is hard to find any obvious errors. 
Mention of two minor mis-statements only serves to emphasise this: 
Tree Sparrows are now far more widespread in the south of Ireland 
than is suggested, and Saltee had observatory facilities long after it 
was otherwise uninhabited. 

Some feeling of regret at such widespread dissemination of informa
tion on the haunts of rare species will prevent few of us from making 
use of the book ourselves, even though we may cherish a feeling of 
satisfaction if some favourite, little-known haunt of our own has 
escaped the net. There is no question that this is an extremely useful 
book for anyone interested in European birds; and if it stimulates 
anyone to subscribe to bird protection as well, it will have been even 
more useful. R. C. HOMES 

The Vanishing Jungle. By Guy Mountfort. Collins, London, 
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1970. 286 pages; 26 colour and 88 black-and-white photographs. 
63s. 
I wonder how many naturalists travel in wild places as effectively 
as Guy Mountfort? He has written four books on his expeditions and 
the visits to no less than three of the countries have led to the establish
ment of substantial nature reserves by the governments concerned. 
Thirteen years after the last of his expeditions to Spain, the reserve 
at the mouth of the Guadalquivir continues to grow as more money 
from the World Wildlife Fund and the Spanish Government helps 
to buy and safeguard this precious area. Following the expedition 
to Jordan in 1963, King Hussein decided in favour of establishing 
a desert national park at Azraq though the Middle East situation has 
unfortunately prevented it from coming into operation yet). 

The Vanishing Jungle tells of two expeditions: one to East and the 
other to West Pakistan where, as in the rest of the world, wild nature 
is disappearing as a result of industrial and agricultural expansion. 
In 1966 Mr Mountfort's party travelled through such deserts as 
Cholistan, 13,000 square miles of arid sand dunes interlaced with 
abandoned canals, on to the wetlands of the West Punjab and, finally, 
to the eastern Himalayas. In the following year the expedition started 
at the Indus, flew across India to the deltas of the Ganges and then 
finally moved to the tropical jungles of Sylhet. 

The contents of the book are in the traditional Mountfort style 
of narrative. I always find the emphasis on leadership a trifle old-
fashioned, if not pretentious, in view of the quality of the 'troops'. 
Nevertheless, it is a very readable book on explorations in a wide 
variety of country. Reports to President Ayub Khan resulted in the 
establishment of seven reserves and two national parks. The book is 
ably illustrated throughout by photographs, chiefly by Eric Hosking. 

PETER CONDER 
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