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Birds of Lebanon and the Jordan Area. By S. Vere Benson. The 
International Council for Bird Preservation. Warne, London, 1970. 
218 pages; 8 colour plates; 350 line-drawings; one map. 60s. 
Miss Vere Benson is one of those ardent conservationists who rightly 
believe that personal action achieves far more than mere protests. 
Her international work in educating the young through the Bird 
Lovers' League was evidence of this. Her latest crusade, to save the 
birds of Lebanon, has been tackled in a thoroughly practical manner. 
Undaunted by the scarcity of reliable literature on the ornithology of 
the region, she has written and illustrated the first guide and check
list to all the species recorded or likely to occur there. A partial 
list of additional species occurring in Jordan is given in an illustrated 
appendix. Her initiative deserves commendation, and in his foreword 
Professor S. Dillon Ripley draws attention to the value of the book 
to the conservation movement. An Arabic edition is in preparation 
as the first essential step in local education. The English edition will 
be welcomed by the growing number of ornithologists who visit 
Lebanon, Jordan and Israel; those who read Miss Benson's vivid 
description of the spectacular annual passage of raptors along the 
western slopes of the Lebanon Range will now know exactly when and 
where to go. The text, which was checked by several well-known 
authorities on the birds of the Middle East, includes useful notes on 
identification, voice and habitat. The illustrations, though often 
handicapped by their small scale, are adequate if used in conjunction 
with the descriptive text. Much still remains to be learned about the 
distribution and breeding status of birds in Lebanon and this book will 
certainly stimulate further studies. GUY MOUNTFORT 

The Birds of Devon. By Robert Moore. David & Charles, Newton 
Abbot, 1969. 293 pages, including 16 black-and-white plates; one 
map. 70s. 
Birds of the Cornish Coast. By R. D. Penhallurick. Bradford 
Barton, Truro, 1969. 200 pages; 8 black-and-white plates; 60 line-
drawings; 12 maps. 70s. 
These two books, the first full ornithological histories of Cornwall and 
Devon since 1880 and 1906 respectively, reflect the growing interest in 
the birds of this south-west corner of England. More and more bird
watchers now make a regular autumn pilgrimage to such localities as 
Slapton, the Hayle Estuary, Marazion Marsh, Porthgwarra and the 
Tresco pools, and every rare vagrant that turns up at these places is 
now viewed through more pairs of binoculars than ever before; in 
fact, bird-watchers often outnumber rare birds. Both books contain 
much evidence of the great increase that has occurred in the numbers 
of American vagrants and other rarities recorded in the two counties 
in recent years, and demonstrate the importance of their offshore 
islands, Lundy and the Isles of Stilly, in this respect. 
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South-west England is also of great interest to students of bird 
distribution because it is here, at different points along the peninsula, 
that the ranges of so many of our breeding birds peter out or become 
highly localised. Robert Moore's book, in particular, gives many 
examples of changes in distribution and abundance: on balance in 
Devon, during the present century, more species seem to have in
creased or been gained than to have decreased or been lost. One of the 
region's main ornithological attractions—its seabird colonies—has 
also come in for increased attention in recent years. Much of this 
interest stems from surveys initiated by the Nature Conservancy 
following the Torrej Canyon incident in March 1967: Roger 
Penhallurick's book contains valuable maps showing the location and 
size of these colonies in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly. 

The two books, identically priced and both produced by West 
Country publishers, differ considerably in style, format and scope. 
That on Cornwall is meticulously detailed, reminding one of some of 
the pre-war county avifaunas; the large page size and the many line-
drawings and maps make it an attractive book to look at. Apart from 
one short introductory chapter, it consists entirely of a systematic 
list of 171 species belonging to 25 families of what can broadly be 
termed water-birds; the remaining species are to be dealt with in a 
later volume. The book's title is something of a misnomer, for species 
such as the Corncrake are included, but such typical coastal birds as 
the Rock Pipit and Peregrine are not. By contrast, the book on Devon, 
while being well printed and produced, has a rather uniform, almost 
clinical appearance. The species accounts are all of approximately the 
same length, those of rarities, even when recorded only once in the 
county (for example, the Bimaculated Lark), sometimes being of 
similar length to those of important breeding species (such as the 
Woodlark). This book contains rather more introductory matter, 
however, notably brief descriptions of the main habitats found in the 
county, and it does of course cover all 336 species recorded in Devon. 

J . L. F . P A R S L O W 

Patterns of Reproductive Behaviour. By Desmond Morris. 
Jonathan Cape, London, 1970. 528 pages; 46 black-and-white 
plates; numerous figures and diagrams. 84s. 
To most people, Desmond Morris is known largely as a television 
personality and as the author of two popular and highly successful (if 
controversial) books on human behaviour—The Naked Ape (1967) and 
The Human Zoo (1969). To a much smaller group, consisting largely of 
ethologists, his fame rests more on a series of papers on animal be
haviour written and published in the 195o's when he was working at 
Oxford under Professor Niko Tinbergen, to whom the present 



43 2 Keviews 

volume is dedicated. It is these papers, and a few others dating up to 
1966, that are collected here. As most of them originally appeared in 
specialist journals (mainly in Behaviour), it is very convenient for the 
general reader to have them re-issued together in a single volume, 
in some cases with brief comment and emendation from the author. 

The papers are concerned with, or draw largely upon, the behaviour 
of animals (excluding Man) as studied in captivity with both the 
advantages and limitations of 'bringing the field to the laboratory'. 
As well as an article discussing the courtship of pheasants (four pages), 
there are two major papers on single species of birds—the Zebra 
Finch (46 pages) and the Bronze Mannikin (41 pages)—while another 
treats the ethology of grassfinches and mannikins comparatively 
(54 pages). Three review papers also draw much of their material 
from birds. One deals with the causation and function of courtship 
ceremonies (24 pages), another with feather postures in birds and 
the problem of the origin of social signals (33 pages), and the third with 
'typical intensity' and its relation to ritualisation (ten pages). Most of 
the rest of the book is taken up with contributions on fish (Ten-spined 
Stickleback and River Bullhead), including the Behaviour Supplement 
version of the author's doctorate thesis (15 3 pages), but there is also 
an account of food-hoarding in a mammal (the Green Acouchi). 

All this material is well and lucidly written and the book may be 
recommended to ornithologists with an interest in animal behaviour 
studied in the fashion of ethology some two decades ago, in the phase 
before its present involvement with psychology (on the one hand) 
and ecology (on the other). Among the contributions are some 
classics of their kind, especially the reviews on courtship motivation 
and on feather postures. K. E. L. SIMMONS 

An Eye for a Bird. By Eric Hosking with Frank W. Lane. Hut
chinson, London, 1970. xviii + 302 pages; 155 photographs, 16 in 
colour; 4 text-figures. 65 s. 
For Eric Hosking, it really did all start with a Kodak Box Brownie, 
in 1916 or thereabouts. But perhaps the more significant years were 
1920, when using the more sophisticated apparatus he had by then 
acquired for thirty shillings, he first exposed a plate at the nest of 
a Song Thrush (having, like many lesser mortals, forgotten to focus 
the camera); and 1930, when he launched into his 'first real field-work' 
at Staverton Park in Suffolk (having, again like many others, become 
'unemployed'—a considerable misuse of language in this instance 
and one that could scarcely have led to happier consequences). 

The story of how, from such small beginnings, the grand mastery 
of bird photography was achieved is told in the first half dozen 
chapters. The remaining sixteen fall into three groups. Those headed 
Hides, Flash, Experiments, and Photography deal with the tools of 
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the craft and the principles and techniques involved, in the definition 
and development of which Eric Hosking's contribution has been 
second to none. The exercise of the craft is the subject of a second 
group of chapters comprising nearly half the book and headed Holland, 
Finland and Norway; Hickling; Hilbre; Minsmere; Spain; Bulgaria; 
Hungary; Jordan; Pakistan; and Africa: how much of what these names 
evoke in the mind of ornithologists is owed to Hosking's lenses! 
Finally, the chapters headed Bone-breaker (on the Lammergeier) and, 
simply, Owls highlight two Hosking predilections. 

The 15 5 photographs, though a reasonably generous ration, represent 
only a thousandth of those available, a figure derived from the astonish
ing fact that no fewer than an average of 3,750 photographs per 
year in Hosking's 40 years of photography have been worthy of his 
retention. An analysis of those chosen for this book breaks down 
the subject-matter as follows: non-passerine birds 42%, of which a 
third or so are birds of prey and owls; passerines 11%; mammals 
(excluding Man) 5%; Man 26%; scenery, habitat and miscellaneous 
10%; hides (some of a hair-raising variety) 6%. On the basis that the 
book is clearly, and on the whole successfully, aimed at a very wide 
audience, from the millions of television nature programme viewers 
to the most dedicated ornithologist, the latter will probably feel 
that the proportion of the illustrations represented by the last three 
groups (over 40%) is higher than is strictly justified by their often 
considerable historical interest and the need for variety. Nevertheless, 
there are still plenty of the master's best bird photographs to admire 
and cherish, some of them already familiar (like the famous Barn Owl). 

Towards the end of the book the claim is made that every bird 
photograph has its 'jizz' which makes it recognisable to the expert 
as the work of a particular photographer. Whether this always holds 

good, any more than in the case of a bird's identity, seems doubtful, 
but perhaps the hallmark of Hosking's work is simplicity, fidelity 
and integrity, based on a conviction that a camera operated with the 
highest possible standards of skill, and with sympathy for the sub
ject, is capable of catching the true beauty and balance of nature, 
sharing it with all mankind and enshrining it for ever. Because these 
same principles of simple factual directness have been applied to the 
written word, with a refreshing lack of the present-day foibles of 
cynicism, humourlessness, introspection and self-pity, not only the 
illustrations but also the text pages have something to suit most 
appetites. Few will be able to put the book down without wishing for 
a second helping of this or that item—but that is surely the right way 
to end any feast. H U G H F. I. E L L I O T T 
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Arthur Singer's Book of Birds. Paul Hamlyn, London, 1970. 21s. 
Birds of Paradise and Bower Birds. By E. Thomas Gilliard. Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 

London, 1969. £6 6s. 
Birds of the Countryside. By John Taunton. Lutterworth Press, 1970. 5 s. 
Birds of the Pacific Northwest (1940). By Ira N. Gabrielson and Stanley G. Jewett. 

Dover Publications, New York, and Constable, London, 1970. 47s. 6d. 
Black Eggs. By Nicolette Devas. Collins, London, 1970. 25s. 
Darwin and the Beagle. By Alan Moorehead. Hamish Hamilton, London, 1969. 75 s. 
Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan. By Salim Ali and S. Dillon Ripley, vol 3. 

Oxford University Press, Bombay, 1970. £6. 
The Atlantic Islands. By Kenneth Williamson. Routledge and Kegan Paul, London, 

1970. 65s. 
Wildlife in Cornwall. By Rennie Bere. Bradford Barton, Truro, 1970. 40s, 
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