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Die Schneehiihner. By E. O. Hohn. 84 pages. DM 7.50. 
Der Eichelhaher. By Andras Keve. 128 pages. DM 10.00. 
Raben- und Nebelkrahe. By Manfred Melde. n o pages. DM 8.20. 
Strandlaufer Eurasiens. By S. M. Uspenski. 78 pages. DM 6.40. 
Numbers 408, 410, 414 and 420 in the series Die Neue Brehm-
Bucherei, A. Ziemsen Verlag, Wittenberg Lutherstadt, East 
Germany, 1969. All with photographs, text-figures and maps. 
Dozens of small books in this series have appeared since the first 
was published in 195 5, and they continue to appear. Number 408 deals 
with the Willow Grouse and Ptarmigan, number 410 with the Jay, 
number 414 with the Carrion and Hooded Crows and number 420 with 
Palearctic sandpipers. They are not monographs of 'New Naturalist' 
scope, but somewhere between this and a species or genus section from 
a very full and detailed handbook. The editors have evidently tried to 
ensure that all aspects of the biology of the species or group concerned 
should be covered, but the result is that many topics are touched on 
with a dry, factual treatment and others, in which the author is es-
pecially interested, are developed at greater length. The many black-
and-white photographs are mainly of good quality. The whole series 
would form a useful reference library covering much of the European 
avifauna, but single volumes are likely to appeal only to those parti-
cularly concerned with the species covered. Of the four under review, 
numbers 410 and 414 include quite extensive bibliographies of eight 
pages each, that in number 408 is shorter, and in number 420 only 
31 references are cited, of which 16 are taken from the Russian 
literature. 

German ornithologists must have a greater appetite for hard, some-
times perhaps nearly indigestible, facts than their British counterparts. 
I doubt if a series like this in English would sell enough to survive 
economically. This is not meant to imply criticism of either nation— 
the national difference is well-known—but perhaps one could justi-
fiably expect more interpretation than is provided in some of these 
volumes. Thus most of the volume on the sandpipers consists of 
species accounts under conventional headings (distribution, habitat, 
food, and so on); only about ten pages of text are devoted to a general 
discussion of the group and the relations between the species. Sub-
species, even those admitted to be barely recognisable, are dealt 
with in the volumes on the Jay and crows at a length which seems out 
of proportion to their general interest. The wide coverage of the 
literature is useful, but there is a tendency simply to quote a previous 
author without comment and without integrating what is quoted 
into the body of the work; and mistakes can creep in when the data 
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of others are repeated without the safeguard of personal familiarity. 
Thus the figure of a female Jay inviting coition, taken from page 416 
of Derek Goodwin's paper (Ibis, 93: 414-442), is captioned 'Feindreak-
tion' (reaction to a predator). 

Much in this series is admirable. One should, I think, treat the 
single volumes as components of a kind of composite handbook rather 
than as isolated monographs. As such, one can value them for their 
concise presentation of facts, their references, distribution maps 
and other details, and one will not complain if, even allowing for 
the unfamiliar language, they do not achieve the readability of Dr 
David Lack's The Life of the Robin (1943) or Professor Niko Tinbergen's 
The Herring Gull's World (1953). D. W. SNOW 

The Fauna of Ireland. By Fergus J. O'Rourke. Mercier Press, 
Cork, 1970. 176 pages; frontispiece and 45 black-and-white 
photographs; 5 etchings; 6 maps and other text-figures. £1.05. 
This little book is in paperback form with an attractive cover. There 
is a preface and a short introduction followed by chapters dealing 
with the classification of animals, with amphibia, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, and with conservation. In this short review it is possible to 
touch on only a fraction of the points which strike one in so wide a 
field. 

For a work dealing with a local fauna it seems a pity to devote 17 
pages and several tables to a discourse on the classification of animals. 
Instead, more could usefully have been written of the distribution 
and other aspects of Ireland's native species. In his preface, Dr Joseph 
Raftery deplores the lack of general works on the natural history 
of Ireland; this, he states, has been somewhat rectified in the fields 
of geology, geography and botany, but he entirely omits any reference 
to works on Irish birds. The map on page 99 is wholly misleading with 
respect to the migration pattern of the Great Shearwater, and the 
caption of the Great Saltee picture is incorrect. More careful study 
of Ireland's Birds (1966) should dispel the author's doubt as to why 
the Passenger Pigeon was excluded from the Irish List. The out-
standing error, however, is the statement that the famous colony 
of Gannets (not given in the index) is on Skellig Michael: it is of 
course on the Little Skellig—nor can either rock, by any stretch of 
imagination, be said to lie off Dingle Peninsula. 

From the wording on page 83, the reader is left with the mistaken 
impression that the Avocet, Reed Warbler and some other species 
now breed regularly. More recent information than that quoted is to 
be found in Ireland's Birds where, moreover, it is pointed out that 
the Hen Harrier never ceased to breed in Ireland, so that reference 
to its return is erroneous. 

The author has taken the risk of going into the often contentious 
and difficult field of subspecies in birds. He has sailed into particularly 
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rough waters surrounding Chaffinches and has not proved himself 
a very able navigator. Turning to the chapters on mammals and 
reptiles, in dealing with the Pine Marten he is advisedly vague; per-
haps for this reason he omits mention of a paper on its distribution. 
Even so, to expand a little more on this rare and attractive animal 
would be forgivable. Some attempt at investigation should have shown 
that the Viviparous Lizard is to be found in central Ireland. 

Due to the rather chatty style, some difficulty is experienced in 
quickly finding information about particular species. Consulting the 
references would have been simplified had the normal practice of 
giving the surname, followed by initials, been adopted. Excellent 
photographs of creatures in the wild are so readily available nowadays 
that it is disappointing to find so many in this book that are obviously 
(and indeed some are stated to be) of museum specimens and groups, 
especially of birds, in unnatural surroundings. On the credit side it is 
commendable that a chapter is devoted to conservation. 

It is hoped that this book will foster an interest in wildlife in the 
young, for, as the author points out, much remains to be learnt about 
our land vertebrates. R. F. RUTTLEDGE 

Birds in London. By W. H. Hudson. David and Charles, Newton 
Abbot, 1969. 239 pages; some photographs and line-drawings. 
£2.50. 

Gilbert White's Journals. Edited by Walter Johnson. David and 
Charles, Newton Abbot, 1970. 463 pages; some photographs and 
line-drawings. £5.25. 
It is gratifying that an English publisher has at last emulated the 
famous American series by Dover Publications of straight reprints, 
using the original type and illustrations, of some important natural 
history works. The Dover reprints now run to some fifty biological 
titles, are solidly paper-backed and relatively cheap; David and 
Charles's series is just beginning, they are cloth-bound and more than 
twice the price. W. H. Hudson's account of the birds of a large area of 
the metropolis, based on an extensive series of visits to parks and open 
spaces in 1896-97 and first published in 1898, shows how radically 
many aspects have changed in little over a normal life-span. Then the 
shooting of gulls for sport from the Thames bridges had only just 
been stopped; Chaffinches, obtained by liming, were used for singing 
matches in the East End and Greenfinches were sold there at twopence 
each; while further west, in 1880, the authorities had felled some 700 
trees in Kensington Gardens, destroying a thriving rookery. W. H. 
Hudson did much to ensure the major changes in public and official 
attitudes during the present century, which have led to a much greater 
variety of breeding birds in central London, and his plea to over-tidy 
gardeners to leave some cover for nesting is still timely. 
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Gilbert White's journals were written between 1768 and 1793, but 
this selection did not appear until 1931. The editor has chosen, in the 
main, passages of scientific interest not already used in 'The Natural 
History of Selborne', or those which shed light on White's social life. 
Though he occasionally visited London, noting Swifts nesting in the 
Tower or Sand Martins at Whitechapel, he was mainly concerned with 
his beloved village and the nearby downs, where Red Kites still nested 
and Great Bustards roamed. No aspect of local life, animal or human, 
escaped him; he noted the weights of Timothy the tortoise, the arrival 
of five gallons of brandy from London, his growing numbers of 
nephews and nieces and the state of his garden and the local crops. 
This is a book to browse in and savour. STANLEY CRAMP 

Eagles. By Leslie Brown. Arthur Barker, London, and Arco, New 
York, 1970. 96 pages, including 16 colour plates and 60 black-
and-white photographs; 10 text-figures. £1.25. 
This is a very beautiful book by one of the world's great connoisseurs 
of birds of prey. In seven chapters various aspects of eagles and their 
lives are elucidated in a short but authoritative and well-disposed text, 
written in a lively and flowing style. The tides of these chapters 
illustrate the themes: Define an eagle; Some facts about eagles; An 
eagle's day; Eagles as hunters; Eagles at home; The young eagle; 
Eagles and economics. In this last chapter Man's cruelty and short-
sightedness towards nature is documented. Only in very few cases 
has it been possible to prove that any harm has been done to Man's 
interests; nevertheless, thousands of Golden Eagles in North America 
and Wedge-tailed Eagles in Australia were slaughtered during a few 
decades in this century. The new threat from pesticides is briefly 
mentioned, but the author seems rather optimistic regarding the 
Golden Eagles in Scotland. His great knowledge of eagles in Europe 
and Africa is reflected in the text, which is based mainly on studies 
in these two continents where he has done much original work. He has 
studied some of the African eagles for more than twenty years near 
his home in Kenya. It is obvious that many African species are now 
better known than certain European ones, such as the Spotted Eagle 
and the Imperial Eagle. For most species, much remains to be done 
in the fields of ecology, breeding biology, food consumption and so on. 

The book is richly illustrated with excellent colour and black-and-
white photographs, so many and so beautiful that they must be seen. 
Perhaps that on page 50 of an African Fish Eagle perched by a lake 
takes the prize, but I must also mention those of Golden Eagle, 
Verreaux's Eagle, Wahlberg's Eagle, African Hawk-eagle, Short-toed 
Eagle and Bateleur, all at the nest which gives one a good idea of 
the habitat. This book deserves a permanent place on the shelves of 
thousands of naturalists. BENT PORS N I E L S E N 

Owing to a shortage of space, a number of letters have had to be 
held over to the next issue. EDS. 
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