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H a n d b o o k o f t h e Birds o f India and Paki s tan . By Sa l im Ali 
and S. Di l lon Ripley . Oxford Univers i ty P r e s s , B o m b a y . 
V o l 5 (1972): 276 p a g e s ; 10 colour p l a t e s ; m a n y l ine d r a w i n g s 
a n d m a p s . Vol 6 (1971): 245 p a g e s ; 8 colour p l a t e s ; m a n y l ine 
d r a w i n g s a n d m a p s . £8 .00 each. 
The urgent need for an up-to-date and comprehensive handbook to 
the birds of this extensive region (which covers not only India and 
Pakistan but also Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Ceylon and the neigh
bouring oceanic islands) was stressed in the full review of the first 
two volumes of this important work (Brit. Birds, 62: 544-546). With 
1,200 species (or nearly 2,100 races) having been recorded in the 
area, the treatment is necessarily concise; even so, the complete 
work is expected to extend to ten volumes. The text for each race 
covers scientific and local names, general habits and food, voice and 
calls, breeding, museum diagnosis, measurements and weights, 
averaging just over i\ large pages for each form. Identification is 
assisted by the provision of keys to the different groups, as well as by 
many line drawings and colour plates of selected species by Paul 
Barruel, D . V. Cowen, A. M. Hughes, J . P. Irani, David Reid-Henry, 
R. A. Richardson, Robert Scholtz and Donald Watson. As in the 
earlier volumes, there is much valuable material based on the 
authors ' own observations, together with information gathered over 
the last 30 years or so which is not always readily accessible. These 
two volumes, respectively covering larks to Grey Hypocolius and 
cuckoo-shrikes to babaxes, take us well into the passerines, and 
the two distinguished authors are to be warmly congratulated on 
passing the halfway mark of this immense undertaking in the short 
period of four years. As well as the increasing number of serious 
local ornithologists, all visitors to this fascinating area, which is 
blessed both with an abundance of species and with a human 
population which leaves most of them unmolested, should soon be 
able to rejoice in the completion of a work which authoritatively and 
compactly presents the available information and clearly pinpoints 
the gaps waiting to be filled. S T A N L E Y C R A M P 

A n i m a l s o f the Antarct ic : the Ecology o f the Far South. By 
Bernard Stonehouse . Peter Lowe, London, 1972. 171 p a g e s ; 
204 colour p h o t o g r a p h s ; 32 paint ings , drawings , d i a g r a m s 
a n d m a p s . £3-25. 
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Animals of the African Year: the Ecology of East Africa. By 
Jane Burton. Peter Lowe, London, 1972. 173 pages; 240 
colour photographs; 9 paintings, drawings and diagrams 
and one map. £3.25. 
Two books in a 'new look' natural history series, which is based on 
profuse illustrations, an ecological emphasis on species-environment 
and interspecific relationships, and a reasonable price having regard 
to the quality of the contents and to the format. They seem to be 
aimed especially at the scientifically or aesthetically sensitive 
wildlife tourist, actual and vicarious. A growing proportion of us 
now come into that category, but many others will also enjoy and 
benefit from expert and readable syntheses of this standard, not least 
the ornithologists who get a good slice of the cake (for example, 
around 30% of the illustrations and a 45-page chapter in the Antarc
tic volume). 

Thanks, no doubt, in part to the comparative simplicity of antarc
tic biota, Dr Stonehouse's study is particularly satisfying and is 
illustrated by a superb and apt selection of pictures: from an account 
of the continent, its oceans and islands, and their vegetation and 
smaller fauna, it proceeds to the life histories of the dominant animal 
species—birds, mammals and finally the intruder, Man (and the 
conservation implications of that intrusion). Faced with the greater 
tangle of the tropics, Miss Burton's more complicated formula, per
haps influenced by the feat of illustrating it almost entirely by her 
own photographs (mostly excellent, but occasionally sub-standard or 
failing to make their point), is to take a look at eeoloev and evolu
tion, pass on to the description of habitats and end, except for a 
brief conservation coda, with a review of plant and animal reactions 
to the dry and wet seasons. The resulting overlaps (or somewhat 
arbitrary allocation of data) make for a certain loss of clarity or for 
distortion of the picture, sometimes aggravated by uncritical 
acceptance of observations which have only a localised validity. 
One notes, too, the occasional slip, such as the solecism of'insulberg' 
for 'inselberg' and its mistranslation as 'island rock' in the glossary. 
Indeed, in both books the aids to reference and understanding are 
inadequate—very brief bibliographies, incomplete and curiously 
selected glossaries, and indexes in which the scientific names are 
listed but some value is lost through omissions and misprints. 

In contrast with these mainly editorial blemishes, the standards 
achieved by the Dutch printers are remarkably good. A few colours 
have gone wrong—the bill of the Wandering Albatross, the much 
too grey and unstreaked appearance of the Grey-backed Petrel, the 
incorrect differentiation of the two cormorants—but these all apply 
to drawings rather than photographs and probably lie at the door of 
the artist rather than the printer. In the African book the ornitho-
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logist is likely to be worried by quite another kind of defect: the 
almost complete lack of reference to the 'little brown jobs', from the 
ubiquitous cisticolas to the swarming queleas, which may well 
have a bigger part to play in the ecology than some of the big, 
colourful, noisy or oddly behaving species that hog the limelight. 

H U G H F . I . E L L I O T T 
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