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Threatened Birds of Europe. Edited by Robert Hudson with 
introduction by Stanley Cramp. Macmillan, London, 1975. 
128 pages; 56 coloured and 3 black-and-white plates; 9 line 
drawings; 59 maps. £4.95. 
Profound is my hope that no reviewer will have the impertinence 
to label this as a coffee table book, despite its shape and pictorial 
wealth. For here is a publication to inform rather than to decorate; 
it is a working dossier into which coloured photographs have been 
injected to widen the sales appeal. From the conservation angle 
this is a most worthy objective; there has been a significant awaken
ing of British and Irish public interest in events across the English 
Channel and the more this particular fire can be stoked the better 
for the birds. 

The book's genesis lies in a Council of Europe commission to 
1CBP to study endangered species in Europe—outside Russia— 
which are in need of special protection, and the subsequent report, 
based on this study, was adopted in 1973. Stanley Cramp, in a model 
of lucid compaction, has written the introduction outlining the 
threats and the necessary action, and Robert Hudson has edited the 
case histories of the 59 species. The lay-out is admirable; with four 
exceptions, each species has a page of text and a map, with a facing 
page of illustration; the text is divided between background, covering 
range and breeding data, and detailed notes—some very detailed 
indeed—on European status. The maps are simple and effective with 
colour used to define breeding and wintering areas and, where 
appropriate, migration routes. Only the Andalusian Hemipode, 
Ivory Gull and White-rumped Swift lack a photograph, and only 
Cory's Shearwater and Saker Falcon one in colour. The selection 
of a few 'captive' photos can be forgiven when set against the 
magnificence of the new (to me) Sabine's Gull and Egyptian Vulture 
portraits. 

The species list (17 raptors and almost 30 'wetland' birds) is 
provocative. Included are Great Northern Diver and Barrow's 
Goldeneye which, although localised, are not directly endangered, 
whereas Gyr Falcon and Montagu's Harrier are omitted. Listed 
too, is Terek Sandpiper, which, moving west out of relatively well 
stocked Russia into a Baltic breeding foothold, is not being pre
judiced by man's activities; by this token, other species, including a 
small passerine or two, spring to mind. Readers with an insular 
eye may sometimes be puzzled; those knowing Ireland, Islay and 
Caerlaverock will be suprised to find the Barnacle Goose here but, 
of the three populations, most birds come out of Novaya Zemlya 
to coastal wintering grounds which are under pressure. And to add 
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another dimension to conservation strategy, the Roseate Tern 
(listed) may become influenced more by West African traps than 
by French disturbance at nesting sites. 

This is an important book of fact and assessment, and those who 
brought the news from Strasbourg to a wider public deserve our 
thanks. Here, on IUCN lines, could be a first step towards a Red 
Data Book for Europe's birds, with regular revisions and a system 
of starring the urgency relating to each species so as to concentrate 
our—and European—minds the more powerfully. 

D E R E K B A R B E R 

Window into a Nest. By Geraldine Lux Flanagan and Sean 
Morris. Kestrel Books, Harmondsworth, 1975. 96 pages; 
many black-and-white and colour photographs. £3.25. 
This is the story of two Blue Tits from late winter, when they paired, 
until early summer, when their brood of nine safely fledged. In 
between, the two authors, using a special nest box fitted with a 
glass back, spent hours watching and photographing every detail of 
their lives in the nest. The results of their labours have already made 
a successful television film; now they are given a more permanent 
form. The photographs, many in colour, are quite superb and the 
text almost surpasses them, describing and explaining the many 
intricate behaviour patterns and adaptations which are essential for 
successful breeding. Common though Blue Tits are, many details 
of their behaviour, as with all hole-nesting species, are largely 
unknown or, at best, only inferred. Few birdwatchers will fail to 
gain a new insight from this lucidly and scientifically accurate 
record, or to feel a sense of wonder at this annual miracle. A small 
gem of a book, which cannot be too highly recommended. 

S T A N L E Y C R A M P 
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