
Rarities Committee announcements 
NEW CHAIRMAN 

Having served on the Rarities Committee for a total of nearly 
twelve years since 1962, and as chairman since 1972, D. I. M. 
Wallace has now expressed a wish to retire from that position. His 
enormous contribution to the workings of the Rarities Committee 
will be well known to most readers. He summarised in detail the 
committee's achievements in its first ten years (Brit. Birds, 63: 
113-129) and, while he has been chairman, has consolidated its 
reputation, both in this country and abroad; he also has an exem
plary record of making available to others his personal expertise, 
through identification papers and notes. In the past thirteen years, 
he has contributed 'Field identification of Hippolais warblers' 
(Brit. Birds, 57: 282-301), 'Dowitcher identification: a brief review' 
(61: 366-372), 'Identification of Spotted Sandpipers out of breeding 
plumage' (63: 168-173), 'Field identification of Dusky and Radde's 
Warblers' (with R. J. Johns, 65: 497-501), 'Field identification of 
small species in the genus Calidris' (67: 1-17), 'Field identification 
of Short-toed and Lesser Short-toed Larks' (with R. H. Dennis, 
68: 238-241), 'Field identification of grey geese' (with M. A. Ogilvie, 
68: 57-67), 'A review of waterthrush identification' (69: 27-33), 
'Identification of European treecreepers' (with C. J. Mead, 69: 
117-131) and 'Distinguishing Great Snipe from Snipe' (pages 377-
383 in this issue). He has not hesitated to tackle some of the most 
difficult problems confronting field observers and it is encouraging 
to note that his output is increasing rather than diminishing; other 
papers are in preparation and we hope that his retirement from 
official duties on the Rarities Committee will give him more time 
to devote to this invaluable work. He is, of course, remaining a 
member of the editorial board. 

After seeking advice from the ten members of the Rarities Com
mittee, the editorial board has now appointed P. J. Grant as the 
new chairman. Like his predecessor, he is well known for his artistic 
as well as ornithological ability, and similarly has tackled some 
difficult identification problems in print: for example, in conjunction 
with R. E. Scott, 'Identification of immature Mediterranean Gulls' 
(60: 365-368), 'Uncompleted moult in Sterna terns and the prob
lem of identification' (62: 93-97) and 'Field identification of juvenile 
Common, Arctic and Roseate Terns' (62: 297-299), as well as, on 
his own, 'Field identification of Richard's and Tawny Pipits' (65: 
287-290). Moreover, we shall shortly be starting to publish a major 
series of five papers by him on the massive problem of identification 
of west Palearctic gulls in all plumages. We welcome Peter Grant 
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and are sure that his reign will be as distinguished as those of his 
predecessors, P. A. D. Hollom (1959-72) and D. I. M. Wallace 
(1972-76). EDS 

ELECTION OF NEW MEMBER 

As previously announced (Brit. Birds, 69: 321), D. J. Holman was 
co-opted to the Rarities Committee at the beginning of April 1976, 
following the voluntary retirement of R. A. Richardson. His co-
option has not only maintained the important link with East 
Anglia, but his acquaintance with the rarity scene nationally has 
already been of great value in our assessment of records. He is the 
committee's unanimous nomination for formal election to serve 
from the beginning of April 1977. 

We hope that his appointment will be widely endorsed, but, if any 
ornithological body or individual wishes to put forward other names, 
they should write to me by 31st December 1976, with the address and 
an outline of the qualifications of their candidate, as well as con
firmation of his or her willingness to stand for election. Then, the 
county and regional recorders (Brit. Birds, 69: 232-236) and bird 
observatories will be asked to vote on the names, as has been the 
practice in the past. 

Recruitment to the committee is on a regular basis of at least one 
new member each year, the vacancy arising either from any 
voluntary retirement which may occur, or from the automatic 
retirement of the longest serving member. The next vacancy will 
thus arise from 1st April 1978, and nominations will be sought by an 
announcement in this journal in autumn 1977. P. J . G R A N T 
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