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Bird Life. By Ad Cameron and Christopher Perrins. Elsevier 
Phaidon, Oxford, 1976. 160 pages; over 500 illustrations in colour. 
£5-95-
Not by chance does the artist's name appear before the author's, for this 
book is obviously designed for visual impact, being lavishly and skilfully 
illustrated. At the same time, it is avowedly didactic: subjects for illustra
tion have been chosen with care, and the text, as one would expect from 
so distinguished an author, is crowded with facts. A wide range of topics 
is dealt with: evolution, anatomy, locomotion, behaviour, feeding, habi
tats, social behaviour, breeding, migration, bird populations; and it is a 
healthy counter to our still rather insular attitudes that the examples are 
drawn from every continent. Unfortunately, many pages lack numbers 
and the index is to species only. 

Its subtitle, 'An Introduction to the World of Birds', invites comparison 
with The World of Birds, by the late James Fisher and Roger Tory Peterson, 
published in 1964. There are differences, both in matter and emphasis, 
but, particularly in illustration, there are some striking similarities. The 
book could perhaps also be compared with that section of The Reader's 
Digest/AA Book of British Birds headed 'The conquest of air, land and sea', 
which similarly covers the basic elements of bird biology. 

To illustrate a vast range of species is a challenge for any artist and the 
three current best*selling field guides demonstrate that every artist has his 
weak points. In the hands of a reasonably competent artist a Cock-of-the-
rock is unmistakable, but some of Ad Cameron's commonplace birds— 
Song Thrush, Meadow Pipit and Sedge Warbler, for example—are 
rather difficult to recognise. Unless he has been betrayed by the colour 
printers, he too often paints brighter than life: House Sparrows have deep 
lavender blue heads and rumps; and reds, especially, tend to be far too 
vivid. The indication of individual feathers sometimes leads to a scaly 
appearance. There are inaccuracies, such as a Dipper with straw-coloured 
legs, and there are problems of scale. 

It is, however, with the editing that one must find greatest fault. To be 
blunt, it is slipshod. Captions of Greenfinch and Evening Grosbeak, and 
of Red-necked Phalarope and Ascension Island Frigate Bird are trans
posed; Two-barred Crossbills are labelled 'Pine Grosbeaks'. There are 
confusions with both scientific and vernacular names. For example, the 
northern Gannet appears as both Sula bassana and Moms bassanus; Diomedea 
exulans as both Giant Albatross and Wandering Albatross. 'Scops Owl' 
is used as a specific name for both Otus scops and Otus leucotis. Doubtless 
with an eye on the American market, Troglodytes troglodytes is always the 
'Winter Wren'. There are literals, including (page 143) .repetition of an 
almost entire line. 

Perhaps most serious of all, compression of the text has led to misleading 
generalisations and downright inaccuracies, which both author and advi
sory editor would surely repudiate. For example, the unwary reader could 
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conclude that all Greenland Wheatears fly non-stop from Greenland to the 
north coast of Spain, or that all Chaffinches pass into Britain from northern 
Europe via Cap Gris Nez. The Fulmar is described (and illustrated) as 
'breeding in all the coastal counties'. Razorbills are said to weigh 28 lb 
and Carrion Crows 17.6 lb. 

Reasonably priced, as it is, and with a wealth of information, the work 
seems destined to reach many bookshelves. Its purchasers are entitled to 
expect greater reliability than they will get. R O B E R T S P E N C E R 

Bird Conservation in Europe. A report prepared for the Environ
ment and Consumer Protection Service, Commission of the 
European Communities. By Stanley Cramp. Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office, 1977. 58 pages; 28 photographs. £2.25. 
Sometimes when reviewing a book, I have a profound wish to tap a rich 
pocket in order to fund the widest possible distribution of the work. This 
is such an occasion. In compelling prose and within 37 pages of text, 
Stanley Cramp has told the whole story: what has happened to Europe's 
birds; why it has happened; and what should now be done. It is a publi
cation that could, with profit, be sent to every legislator in Europe's parlia
ments with a directive from the party leaders to read it. And, suitably 
translated, it should be lodged in every university and school library from 
Varanger to Valetta. 

The first two sections on effects (the situations of six main groups of 
birds described) and causes (natural factors and man's direct and indirect 
activities fully covered) are models of scholarly compression which 
nonetheless manage to include illuminating references to 159 different 
species. But it is the third section—'What should be done?'—that will 
attract the closest attention of conservationists: here are set out the main 
lines along which future progress must lie. 

First, habitats must be preserved: the most clearly threatened are 
wetlands of all kinds. The European Economic Community is an increas
ingly important fulcrum through which pressure can be exerted on 
member countries (which may soon number 12). But the pressure of 
public opinion to buttress Brussels must be vigorous and constant, for the 
patchy tale of the Ramsar Conventions on Wetlands of International Im
portance is not one of undiluted success and governments have a natural 
tendency to bow before the strongest wind, whether it comes from con
servationists or airport builders. 

Secondly, improved protective legislation must come; and it must be 
harmonised. This the EEC can and should do within its boundaries, and 
thereby set an example for the rest of Europe. The target must be for full 
protection to be given to all species, apart from game birds in due season 
and a small number of species proved to be doing economic damage. 
Thirdly, environmental pollution must be reduced and, although signifi
cant progress can be claimed, it is salutary to remind ourselves that it may 
be 30 years before Sweden's rivers are free from mercury, while, in the 
African homelands of so many of Europe's birds, controls on persistent 
chemicals are virtually non-existent. Fourthly, there is the need for more 
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research into bird populations and their trends. In all these affairs it is 
emphasised that the EEC can provide both a lead and an inspiration. 

The author has himself inspired us by writing this book, which should 
now be followed up by an EEC working manual on the detailed forms of 
'the conservation message' to legislators, farmers, drainage engineers, 
British gamekeepers, Belgian bird-catchers, and Mediterranean gunners 
and song-bird picklers. Just how, for example, do you influence someone 
intent on a weekend with a gun among the Robins and Honey Buzzards ? 
In some countries, might not funds be better employed in developing clay-
pigeon shooting as a national pastime rather than on posters, proselytising 
and prosecutions ? Such matters are worthy of the closest study. 

D E R E K B A R B E R 
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