
Short reviews 
Rather than dismiss some of the many books submitted for review in 
a bare list headed 'Also received', we shall in future be devoting a few 
words to each. 
And Then They Fly Away. By Clifford 
Christie. (Constable, London, 1976. 159 
pages; 16 black-and-white plates. £3.95.) 
Tending sick and injured birds, such as 
'Fishy the Kingfisher' and 'Olly the Owl'. 
They Love and Kill: Sex, Synipathy 
and Aggression in Courtship and 
Mating. By Vitas B. Dröscher. (W. H. 
Allen, London, 1977. 363 pages; 24 black-
and-white plates; 16 colour plates; 21 line-
drawings. £6.50.) Translated from the 
German by Jan van Heurck. A 'far-ranging 
exploration of mating and sexual relations 
in anirnals and humans' written in a read-
able style, but less popularised than would 
be suggested by the lurid chapter headings: 
e.g. 'Virgins bear young', 'Love at first 
sight', 'Am I male or female?', 'Can 
brothers marry sisters?'. As the Falcon 
Her Beils. By Phillip Glasier. (White 
Lion Publishers Ltd, London, Sydney and 
Toronto, 1977. 223 pages; 48 black-and-
white plates; many line-drawings. £5.95.) 
Falconry; partly autobiographical; reprint 
(first published in 1963). How to Watch 
Birds. By John Gooders. (Pan Books, 
London, 1977. 155 pages; 25 line-drawings. 
95p.) The Introduction actually says, 
'Altogether too many books have been 
written about watching birds.' This one 
is better than some. The Third Bird-
watchers' Book. Compiled and edited 
by John Gooders. (David & Charles, 
Newton Abbot, 1976. 160 pages; many 
black-and-white plates. £3.95.) The 13 

chapters each take a different topic by a 
different author. When the authors in-
clude such names as Guy Mountfort, Dr 
M. P. Harris, Dr Ian Newton and M. D. 
England, one can guarantee that the 
reading will be reliable, interesting and 
instructive. An excellent bedside book. 
Where to Watch Birds. By John Good
ers. (Pan Books, London & Sydney, 1977. 
343 pages; 32 sketch-maps. £1.50,) Paper
back Version of the 1974 revamp of the 
successful 1967 original (see review in 
Brit. Birds 6 1 : 89-90). Of the four counties 
that we know best in Britain, three are well-
covered by this book. Although some 
people may not agree that it is sensible to 
direct hordes of birdwatchers to the 'good' 
areas, this is a useful book to have in the 
car. Poultry Diseases. Edited by R. F. 
Gordon. (Bailliere Tindall, London, 1977. 
352 pages; 2 colour plates; 50 black-and-
white photographs and line-drawings. 
£9.00.) Chicken sicknesses. Le Hibou 
Grand-duc. By Jacques Grosjean. 
(Editions Lechevalier, Paris, 1976. x -j- 137 
pages; 19 line-drawings. Fr. 150.) A study 
of all the aspects of the Eagle Owl, from 
ecölogy and anatomy to human impacts, 
with an impassioned plea for more effec-
tive conservation, Atlas of the Non-
marine Mollusca of the British Isles. 
Edited by M. P. Kerney. (Institute of 
Terrestrial Ecology, Cambridge, 1976. 211 
pages; 200 maps. £3.00.) An attractive 
volume showing achievements of the field 
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work and literature search by the Concho-
logical Society of Great Britain and Ire-
land. Mapping is by lo-km Squares with, 
in many cases, records from 1950 onwards 
distinguished from those before 1950. The 
addition of vernacular names (even if these 
are seldom employed by conchologists), 
a drawing of each species and a few lines 
of text would have been of great benefit to 
the non-specialist. Nevertheless, good 
value. Die Zwergseeschwalbe. By Tilo 
Nadler. (Die Neue-Brehm Bücherei, 
Wittenberg Lutherstadt, 1976. 136 pages; 
64 black-and-white plates; 24 line-draw-
ings and maps. DM 10.40.) Devoted to the 
Little Tern, which breeds in six continents, 
often well inland, it discusses morphol-
ogy, behaviour, voice, breeding, food, 
moult, migrations and even parasites, but, 
curiously, omits any mention of recent 
population declines in Britain and Ireland. 
The Proud Eagles. By Mary Patchett. 
(White Lion Publishers Ltd, London, 
Sydney and Toronto, 1977. 215 pages; 
several line-drawings. £4.95.) A novel 
about a boy and Australian Wedge-tailed 
Eagles. Kolibris. By Dieter Poley. (Die 
Neue-Brehm Bücherei, Wittenberg Luth
erstadt, 1976. 158 pages; 25 black-and-
white photographs; 12 colour photographs; 
51 line-drawings and maps. DM 16.90.) 
Devoted entirely to the hummingbirds 
(Trochilidae), asingle family of 327 species, 
restricted to the New World (where they 
occur from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego, 
although the greatest numbers and variety 
are found in the tropics of South America); 
also covering, besides a wealth of biological 
material (including a 24-page identifica-
tion key), hummingbirds in religion, 

legend and art. Everyday Birds. By Tony 
Soper, illustrated by Robert GUlmor. 
(David & Charles, Newton Abbot, 1976. 
126 pages; 14 black-and-white plates; 
many line-drawings. £2.95) Nine of the 
ten chapters are devoted to single common 
birds, with titles such as 'Hear my song . . . 
the Robin', 'Blue T i t . . . the acrobat'. This 
approach and the large type suggest that 
the book is aimed at the junior market, but 
this does not excuse Statements such as 
(chapter 1, paragraph 1) 'Should one sad, 
misguided yellow-browed warbler take a 
wrong turn on its journey across North 
America . . . making an exhausted landfall 
on the wild coast of Wales or Scotland or 
the south-west.' Robert Gillmor's draw-
ings, however, are, as always, a delight. 
Coloured Canaries. By G. B. R. Walker, 
illustrated by Dennis Avon and Tony 
Tilford. (Blandford Press, Poole, 1976. 
140 pages; 63 colour photographs; several 
line-drawings. £4.25.) The blurb claims, 
modestly, that the 'plates are the work of 
possibly the finest bird photographers in 
the world'. One can have no objection to 
the captive-photograph technique when 
used on Canaries. A New Guide to the 
Birds of Hong Kong. By Michael Web
ster, illustrated by Karen PhiUipps. 
(Sino-American Publishing Co., Hong 
Kong, 1976. n i pages; 40 black-and-white 
plates; 8 colour plates. £2.75.) The text is 
brief, and heavy reliance is placed on the 
illustrations, some in not too successful 
colour, but most in black-and-white. Many 
of the drawings of European species are 
strikingly similar to those in another well-
known guide. Status in Hong Kong and 
Chinese names are given. J T RS and SC 




