
News and comment 
Peter Conder and Mike Everett 

Eric Hosking's 50 years ago... On 2nd 
October—his seventieth birthday—a selec
tion of Eric Hosking's photographs will go on 
exhibition at the Kodak Galleries in High 
Holborn. The exhibition, to mark Eric's 50 
years as a bird-photographer, will be opened 
by David Attenborough. There are also plans 
to commemorate this achievement by a 30-
minute BBC film of his life (Eric is looking 
forward to being interviewed by Angela 
Rippon), a four-page feature in The Observer 
colour supplement and the publication by 
Pelham Books of a collection of 285 of his 
photographs (80 in colour) in a book entitled 
Eric Hosking's Birds (he disclaims respon
sibility for the title), costing £10.50. For I6V2 
years, until July 1976, Eric was photographic 

editor of British Birds and he continues to help 
us in many ways, including acting as one of 
the judges for 'Bird Photograph of the Year' 
and 'Best recent black-and-white photo
graphs'. We are delighted to add our 
congratulations to the honours noted above 
and to announce that, to mark this note
worthy anniversary, the cover of the October 
issue of British Birds will feature one of his 
recent colour photographs. (Contributed by 
JTRS) 

'Dutch Birding' The first issue of a new 
type-set journal, which will be of interest to 
British birdwatchers interested in rarities 
and their identification, has just appeared. 
Published by the Dutch Birding Association, 
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Dutch Birding is sent free to all members of the 
DBA (annual subscription 18 Dutch 
guilders, payable to C. Klaver, Uilenstede 
40, 1183 AJ Amstelveen, Netherlands). 
Those articles which are not written in 
English have an English summary. Among 
the notes of particular interest in this first 
issue are one on the influx of White-billed 
Divers Gavia adamsii in Holland in early 1979, 
which includes some very useful photo
graphs; another on the Pallas's Fish Eagle 
Haliaeetus leucoryphus which occurred in 
Flevoland in January 1979, with some 
interesting sketches and comments on field 
identification; and another commenting on 
the Eagle Owl Bubo bubo which has been 
observed regularly in one area for the past 
five years; there is, however, some possi
bility that this bird is an escape, as is 
certainly the case with another owl 
mentioned, a Great Horned Owl B. 
virginianus which has also been living wild in 
one area for a considerable time. Perhaps the 
most valuable note is the one on Hume's 
Tawny Owl Strix butleri in Israel, which 
reveals that it is a far commoner bird than 
many had supposed and also includes the 
first prey list for this species we have seen 
published, based on pellet analysis. There 
are also notes on various other species and 
up-to-date reports of occurrences during 
April, May and early June 1979. British Birds 
readers will also feel at home with the 
'Mystery photograph' feature, with the 
answer promised for the next issue. It is a pity 
that the reproduction system used has 
resulted in the photographs and drawings 
being of very poor quality, but perhaps there 
will be improvements in future issues. At any 
rate, this looks like being an interesting new 
journal. 

Fun section We are indebted to Ken 
Osborne for drawing our attention to the 
following programme note in the Radio Times 
for 23rd June: '11.30—Wildlife: "Can you 
tell me why birds such as flamingos, ducks 
and waders so often rest on only one leg?" 
Our carefully balanced team of naturalists 
answers your wildlife questions...' JefTery 
Boswall has kindly reminded us of another 
good short note title: 'Captive Antarctic Skua 
swallowing pink woollen glove': we were 
sorry to hear that this had been rejected by 
this august journal, but at least it did appear 
in print, in the Avicultural Magazine. 

Opinions expressed in this feature are not neces: 

Birds dropping shells Our remark that 
Shetland crows may drop shells onto roads 
and await passing lorries to break them open 
also interested JefTery Boswall. For a paper 
on tool-using and other related behaviour by 
birds, he would welcome any first-hand 
details of this or any other similar activity, as 
soon as possible please. Write to him at 
Birdswell, Wraxall, Bristol BS19 ljz. 

Can you beat this? Our recent attempt 
(April 'News and comment') to get you to 
write in with your choicest multiple observa
tions has produced surprisingly little 
response. However, after gently taking us to 
task for wasting space on such light-hearted 
matters, Lawrence Raymond Price gave us a 
mouth-watering list of birds seen in the 
Middle East, though not all together or at the 
same time. Steve Madge has reminded us of a 
memorable day at Fairburn Ings, Yorkshire, 
when he had Garganey, Red-necked 
Phalarope and Collared Pratincole all in his 
glasses at once, and Maurice Jones has 
written to tell us of an even better eyeful in 
Mallorca: Glossy Ibis, Blue-winged Teal, 
Marsh Sandpiper and Black-winged Stilt. 

Society of Wildlife Artists This year, 97 
artists—including a few sculptors—had the 
satisfaction of having their work shown at the 
society's sixteenth exhibition, held at the 
Mall Galleries between 21st June and 14th 
July. As with all shows of this kind, the list of 
artists reads like a roll-call (though in
evitably incomplete: where were Norman 
Arlott, Keith Brockie and Hilary Burn, for 
example?) of the established and the up-and 
coming. As with other such events, the run-
of-the-mill visitor is struck by the variety of 
artistic styles that go to make up wildlife art: 
one can be turned on or ofTindividual wildlife 
paintings for the same intangible reasons 
that determine reactions to pictures in any 
art gallery: the 'form', the 'texture' and so on, 
as the pundits would have it. With most of 
the 345 works for sale, and price tags all the 
way from £15 to £2,160, the visitor who was 
also a prospective purchaser need not have 
been put off. Had they not already been sold, 
I can honestly say that I would gladly have 
dug quite deep into my pocket for Donald 
Watson's 'Greylag Geese in Galloway— 
Midwinter', or—with a deep breath—rather 
deeper for Eric Ennion's 'Oystercatchers 
assembling on a salting'. Such is life. 
(Contributed by Roger Woodham) 
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