
Rarities Committee news and 
announcements 

P.J. Grant and the Rarities Committee 

The committee's annual meeting was held at Blunham, Bedfordshire, on 
31st March 1979. During the preceding year, membership of the com

mittee was P.J. Grant (chairman), M.J. Rogers (secretary), R. H. Dennis, 
D .J . Holman, R.J.Johns, B. Little, S. C. Madge, J. R. Mather, Dr R.J. 
Raines, Dr J. T. R. Sharrock and G. A. Williams. As proposed previously 
(Brit. Birds 71: 423) and in the absence of other nominations, T. P. Inskipp 
began his membership on 1st March, a month earlier than expected, 
following the resignation of R.J. Johns, to whom the committee extends its 
thanks for eight years' valuable service: few people have such a wide 
knowledge of the rarity scene generally (and none has seen as many species 
in Britain and Ireland), and his contribution will be missed. 

Election of new member 
As usual, nominations are invited to fill the vacancy which will arise at or 
before the end of March 1980, either through voluntary resignation or the 
automatic retirement of the longest-serving member: they should be sent to 
me by 31st December 1979. As in past elections, the regional recorders and 
bird observatories will then be invited to vote. The committee's nomination 
is D.J. Britton, whose work behind the scenes has already been a great asset 
to the committee, notably his painstaking statistical work on rarity records 
which forms the basis for the species totals which now appear in each 
annual report; he has been a constructive critic of the committee for many 
years, and has provided opinions on various special topics. He has written 
several identification notes, and his paper on the identification of Sharp-
tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata will be published shortly. 
Species list 
With 125 records in 1976, 68 in 1977, and 66 in 1978, Long-tailed Skua 
Stercorarius longicaudus has proved to be very much commoner than 
expected. The committee has, therefore, decided to remove it from the list of 
species which it considers, as from the end of this year. The notes on these 
birds have, however, provided an invaluable pool of identification data, 
shortly to be covered in an identification paper by J. R. Mather. 

Arctic Redpoll 
Until recently, accepted sight records of Arctic Redpoll Carduelis homemanni 
have been listed separately in the report, under the caveat that they 
'showed the characters' of the species. We confirm that this treatment is 
discontinued and, as for birds in the hand, sight records are considered on 
their merits and published in the main list. 
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Ringed rarities 
The BTO Ringing Office and the committee has agreed a revised procedure 
for records of rarities trapped for ringing. Descriptions and measurements, 
sufficient to prove the identification, should be attached to the ringing 
schedule on which the bird is listed and sent direct to the Ringing Office, 
which will in turn forward the notes to the committee for consideration. Full 
details of the correct procedures are given in Ringers' Bulletin (December 
1978:49-51). 

Photographs of rarities 
We welcome prints or slides of rarities—in support of field notes or for 
publication in the annual report—but please ensure that they are 
adequately packaged: glass-covered slides are particularly liable to 
breakage in the post. The committee welcomes permission to retain 
photographs for its permanent collection, which is building into an 
increasingly useful source of reference. 

P.J. Grant, 14 Heathfield Road, Ashford, Kent TN24 8QD 


