
Short reviews 
Kestrels in the Kitchen: the story of Bob 
and Pat Ratcliffe. By Meg Elizabeth 
Atkins. (VV. H. Allen, London, 1979. 184 
pages; 17 black-and-white photographs. 
£4.95.) 'Kestrels, owls, gulls, buzzards, 
heron, geese, ducks, mynahs and crows living 
not only with the two humans but also in 
gentle and interested companionship with a 
number of Siamese cats . . . in a terraced 
house in a narrow Manchester street.' The 
Natural History of Britain and Northern 
Europe. Fields and Lowlands. By Derrick 
Boatman. Coasts and Estuaries. By 
Richard Barnes. Edited by James 
Ferguson-Lees and Bruce Campbell. (Hod-
der & Stoughton, Sevenoaks, 1979. Each 224 
pages; many colour and black-and-white 
illustrations. £475 each.) The third and 
fourth titles to appear in this five-volume 
series, the first two of which have been 
reviewed already (Brit. Birds 71: 596): they 
follow the established pattern, with an eco
logical account followed by illustrated 
descriptions of the characteristic species of 

the various habitats. Both ecological 
accounts provide good summary descrip
tions, but inevitably suffer from the brevity 
imposed by the size of the subject compared 
with the text space available. This is especi
ally evident in Fields and Lowlands, where 
accounts of all lowland habitats of northwest 
Europe, ranging from chalk grassland to 
forest and to farmland, are packed into 60 
pages. As in the first two volumes, the 
species descriptions and illustrations do not 
nearly match the ecological accounts in 
quality. This, again, is especially true of the 
plants, where some of the illustrations 
are almost unrecognisable. [D.WID 
STREETER] Encounters with Nature. By 
Leslie Brown. (Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 1979. 194 pages; some black-and-
white illustrations by Doris Tischler. £6.50.) 
Stories about animals, including some birds, 
from an adventurous life, told by a natural 
story-teller. Marvellous: buy it for relaxing 
reading. Birdwatching. By Eileen 
Buckle. (Whizz Kids series, Macdonald 
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Educational, London, 1979. 64 pages; many 
colour illustrations. Hardback £1.75; paper
back 75p.) Sound common sense on how to 
start birdwatching, suitable lor the 10- to 
14-year-old. Considerably better than the 
series-title and the lurid cover portend. 
Bird Families of the World. Illustrated 
by Ad Cameron; edited by C. J. O. 
Harrison. (Elsevier-Phaidon, Oxford, 1978. 
264 pages; many colour paintings. £9.95.) At 
first sight, this is just another of the recent 
spate of glossy bird books full of pretty 
pictures. But it is more than that, for the 42 
distinguished authors, under the guiding 
hand of the consultant editor, Dr Harrison, 
cover every family of birds, in the Peters 
sequence, from Archaeopteryx to the crows, 
jays and magpies. Lay-out and design are 
excellent and Ad Cameron's lively and 
accurate paintings succeed both as illustra
tions of the text and as aesthetically pleasing 
works of art (naturally, the quality varies, 
from a marvellous Yellowhammer to a 
couple of very peculiar Dunnocks). With so 
many authors, it would be unreasonable to 
expect the text not to vary in standards: some 
are gems ofconcise but interesting summary; 
others show traces of hurried pot-boiling. On 
the whole, however, standards both of illus
tration and of text are high, and this book 
would form a useful as well as an attractive 
addition to an ornithologist's book
shelf. Working bibliography of 
Owls of the World. By Richard J. Clark, 
Dwight G. Smith and Leon H. Kelso. 
(National Wildlife Federation, Washington, 
1978. 336 pages. $9.00.) A cross-referenced 
bibliography of 6,590 titles of books and 
articles relating to owls. Bird Watching 
for Everyone. By Hockley Clarke. 
(Gresham Books, Old Woking, 1979. 128 
pages; numerous black-and-white plates and 
line-drawings. £4.50.) Abounding in errors, 
both major and minor; no-one but a beginner 
would even consider buying this book, but 
the approach is not helpful to the beginner. 
Animal Migration. By John Cloudsley-
Thompson. (Orbis, London, 1978. 120 
pages; many colour photographs; maps and 
diagrams. £5.95.) Despite Professor Clouds-
ley-Thompson's erudite text, it is probably 
fair to describe this publication as a superb 
colour picture-book with an above-average 
accompanying text, rather than a text-book 
with first-rate illustrations. A total of 25 
pages is devoted to birds, but most of this is 
(like the rest of the book) taken up with the 
colour photographs and diagrammatic 
maps: the text on birds runs to only just over 
6,000 words. Despite the wide range of 
animals covered, errors are few, but it is 

interesting to see (map on page 32) that 
Wilson's Petrels migrate around the north of 
Ireland and across the Pennines to north 
Yorkshire! Birds of the African Water
side. Paintings by Rena Fennessy; text by 
Leslie Brown. (Collins, London, 1979. 108 
pages; 24 colour paintings; many black-and-
white drawings. £12.00.) Of the hundreds of 
birds of the African waterside, 31 are selected 
for illustration. As is suggested by the 
sequence of artist and author, Leslie Brown's 
texts are essentially word pictures to accom
pany Rena Fennessy's beautiful paintings 
and even more evocative black-and-white 
sketches. The pages are unnumbered, 
presumably to discourage potential pur
chasers from working out that they will be 
paying more than 1 lp per page for this 
elegant coffee-table book. Someone—either 
in the publishing house or at the printers— 
was unable to distinguish a Three-banded 
Plover Charadrius tricollaris from an African 
Collared Pratincole Glareola nuchalis: 
plates 18 and 24 are transposed. Bird 
Watching. By Jim Flegg. (Flying Starts 
series, Sampson Low, Maidenhead, 1979. 48 
pages; many colour illustrations; several line-
drawings. £2.50.) For the 10- to 16-year-old. 
As expected, Dr Flegg's text is helpful and 
reliable, but the design format (a double-
page spread to each subject) is really 
inappropriate and there are more-useful 
books for youngsters at around this 
price. All the Birds of the Air: die 
names, lore and literature of British 
birds. By Francesca Greenoak. (Andre 
Deutsch, London, 1979. 350 pages; many 
line-drawings. £6.95.) R. D. McLeod's Key to 
the Names of British Birds (1954) and Christine 
E. Jackson's British Names of Birds (1968) 
covered much the same ground, similarly 
listing the local and dialect names and their 
etymologies, but this book is even more 
browsable, with some general information 
and folklore about each species. Despite the 
wide margins 'considerately provided . . . for 
any reader who wishes to add extra names or 
comments', the design is attractive and the 
price reasonable. Wood Engravings of 
Birds. By Christine Jackson We apologise 
to Robert Gillmor and Mrs Jackson for the 
fact that the final sentence printed in Robert 
Gillmor's review (Brit. Birds 72: 127) was not 
as he had written or intended. He was 
pointing out that she had referred to the 
illustrations by Tunnicliffe in Shorelands Sum
mer Diary as being wood engravings, whereas 
in fact they are scraperboards; they were not 
illustrated in the book under review. 
Spotter's Guide to Woodland Life. Edited 
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by Sue Jacquemier. Illustrated by John 
Barber, Joyce Bee, Trevor Boyer, Hilary 
Burn, William Giles, Victoria Goaman, 
Andy Martin, Annabel Milne & Peter Steb-
bing, Chris Shields and Phil Weare. 
Spotter's Guide to Animals, Tracks & 
Signs. By Alfred Leutscher. Illustrated by 
Chris Shields. (Each book: Usborne, Lon
don, 1979. 64 pages; many colour and several 
black-and-white illustrations. Hardback 
£1.75; paperback 75p.) These two books are 
part of a series dealing with various aspects of 
natural history, aimed at the 8- to 12-year-
old. Excellently geared to this age-group, 
with good illustrations and brief notes of 
many interesting things to be seen in the 
countryside, and the opportunity for the 
young reader to note when he/she has 
spotted one of the illustrated animals, plants 
or objects. Birds of Lake, River, Marsh 
and Field. By Lars Jonsson. (Penguin 
Nature Guides, Harmondsworth, 1978. 132 
pages; many colour illustrations. £1.95.) The 
third in this five-volume series, of which the 
first two were reviewed recently (Brit. Birds 
71: 595-596). As in the cases of the earlier 
volumes, the texts are sometimes somewhat 
inadequate, but the often brilliant paintings 
amply justify publication: the gentle expres
sion of the female Wigeon and the distinctive 
character of the Red-footed Falcon, for 
example. Gilli the Guillemot. By Ann-
Mari Lagercrantz. (Methuen Children's 
Books, London, 1979. 26 pages; many colour 
illustrations. £3.60.) Child's picture-story 
book: bird-ringers, gulls and oil slicks are met 
and avoided by a young Guillemot. Suitable 
for the four- to eight-year-old. Birds of 
Northern Britain and Northern Europe. 
Written and illustrated by John Leigh-
Pemberton. (Ladybird Books, Lough
borough, 1979. 52 pages; many colour 
illustrations, 40p.) Cheap books to interest 
children in birds are to be welcomed, but the 
concept of this one is weird, with Hazel Hen, 
Crane, Ural Owl, Pygmy Owl, Black 
Woodpecker, 'Yellow-headed Woodpecker' 
(= Three-toed Woodpecker), Grey-headed 
Woodpecker and Siberian Jay, but no 
indication that these are not (bund in Britain. 
Inadequate and uninspired text; mediocre 
illustrations. A Bell in its Throat: bird 
jaunts remembered. By Gail Carter Lott. 
(Stockwell, Ilfracombe, 1979. 166 pages; 18 
black-and-white plates; 5 line-drawings. 
£4.95.) It is the Bluethroat which is reputed 
to have 'a bell in its throat'. The sub-title says 
it all: light-hearted, personal account of trips 
to southern France, Sweden and Spain. 
The Country Life Book of Birds of 

Prey. By Gareth Parry and Rory Putman. 
(Country Life Books, London, 1979. 120 
pages; 36 colour plates; several black-and-
white plates and line-drawings. £20.) A 
colTee-table book. The large, full-colour 
paintings by Gareth Parry will appeal to 
many people, but lack the 'life and move
ment' of the five drawings by J. C. Harrison, 
Eric Ennion and Donald Watson, which 
have been — perhaps injudiciously — 
included. The texts are appropriate for the 
book's format. The Birds of Suffolk. By 
W. H. Payn. (Ancient House Press, Ipswich, 
1978. 256 pages; 5 colour plates; 21 black-
and-white plates. £7.00.) First published in 
1962 (see P. A. D. Hollom's review: Brit. 
Birds 55: 593-595), this new edition is 18 
pages longer, has more than twice as many 
photographs and costs more than three times 
as much. All but four of the plates depict birds 
rather than habitats (which seems a pity 
when there are so many books of bird 
photographs, yet the Suffolk habitats will 
undoubtedly change as the years go by), and 
the reproduction of several of those in colour 
is very poor. More than 80 per cent of the 
book is taken up with the usual most 
valuable systematic list, but there are also 
excellent descriptions of the physical and 
topographical features of the county and a 
fascinating chapter comparing the birds and 
their habitats of 70 years ago with those of 
today. With the exception of the photo
graphs, the balance of this book is good; bird
watchers living in or regularly visiting Suf
folk should all welcome this revised edition. 
The Birds of Cornwall and the Isles of 
Scilly. By R. D. Penhallurick. (Headland 
Publications, Penzance, 1978. 478 pages; 40 
black-and-white photographs; over 170 
figures and maps. £11.75.) In his preface, the 
author notes that: 'sympathetic publishers in 
1969 and now (1976) have not rationed my 
words . . .' A total of 285 pages is devoted to 
the systematic list and a further ten to 
appendices and supplements to Birds of the 
Cornish Coast (1969). This volume gives the 
impression throughout that space had no 
limits and money was no object. The book 
also strongly reflects the character and 
interests of the author, with much historical 
detail, quotations from ancient manuscripts, 
and details of famous Cornish ornithologists 
since Richard Carew (1555-1620). The 
introduction, covering landscape and topo
graphy, extends to a bare 42 pages, which 
includes, however, a number of useful maps 
and photographs. A small section covers the 
12 principal reservoirs of the county, with 
large-scale maps of each one. One regrettable 
omission is a good index: searchers for 
references to Marazion Marsh, for instance, 
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will have to peruse every page themselves. 
Highland Wildlife. By Richard Perry. 
(Croom Helm, London, 1979. 202 pages; 16 
black-and-white plates; £6.95.) An updated 
version of his earlier In the High Grampians, 
with evocative, anecdotal descriptions of 
many aspects of the natural history of central 
and northern Scotland. Respiratory 
Function in Birds, Adult and Embryonic. 
Edited by Johannes Piiper. (Springer-
Verlag, Berlin, Heidelberg and New York, 
1978. 310 pages; 147 black-and-white 
figures. DM58.00; $29.00.) Papers presented 
at a symposium held in Gottingen during 
28th-30th July 1977. Bird Flight. By 
Georg Rtippell. (Van Nostrand Reinhold, 
Wokingham, 1978. 192 pages; many colour 
and black-and-white plates and line-
diagrams. £15.35.) American translation of 
Professor Riippell's Vogelflug published in 
Germany in 1975; the translation reads 
poorly and there are many type-setting 
errors. Cannot be recommended, despite 
the numerous illustrations, especially at 
the price. [TREVOR POVSKR] Der 
Weidenlaubsanger. By M. Schonfeld. 
(Die Neue Brenm-Biicherei, Wittenberg 
Lutherstadt, 1978. 136 pages; 47 photo
graphs; 58 maps and graphs. DM15.20.) A 
valuable study of the GhifTchafT, based on a 
thorough survey of the literature and the 
author's own intensive studies of territory 
and breeding. The Birds of Sussex: their 
present status. By Michael Shrubb. 
(Phillimore, Chichester, 1979. 350 pages; 23 
black-and-white plates. £9.75.) As one would 
expect of a systematic list prepared by 
Michael Shrubb, this part of the book (279 
pages) is a reliable, interesting and valuable 
summary of what is known of the 343 species 
recorded in Sussex up to the end of 1976. 

Where appropriate, tables, histograms and 
maps amplify and illustrate points made in 
the text. The balance is excellent, with the 
emphasis being on breeding birds, wintering 
populations and large-scale passage, and 
essential details of vagrants, without either 
padding or excessive summary. This is a 
model for other authors of county avifaunas 
to attempt to emulate. Preliminary chapters 
on geology and land-use, coastland, wood
land, heaths and commons, freshwater 
habitats, urban areas and conservation (all 
by R. D. M. Edgar) and on farmland (by 
R. D. M. Edgar and M. Shrubb) give 
admirable word-pictures of the county as it is 
now and of the changes which have taken 
place. Maps, tables and photographs are 
used where appropriate. Few books can be so 
heartily recommended as this: there is hardly 
a wasted word nor a lost opportunity. Sussex 
birdwatchers are lucky to have such a 
book. The Public Life of die Street 
Pigeon. By Eric Simms. (Hutchinson, 
London, 1979. 144 pages; many black-and-
white plates; several line-drawings. £6.95.) A 
popular and in places personal account of the 
feral and domesticated Rock Dove. Profusely 
illustrated with black-and-white photo
graphs, but rather unattractive design and 
rather expensive for a slim volume. This book 
should, however, be compulsory reading for 
those who still regard this species as boring 
and fail to appreciate its importance as an 
element of our avifauna. The Nature 
Detective's Notebook. By Ron Wilson. 
(Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1979. 156 
pages; several black-and-white illustrations, 
paperback 65p.) Questions and things to do 
for the 7- to 12-year-old. The conception is a 
good one, and so are the ideas it contains. 
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