
Reviews 
Bedfordshire Bird Atlas. By B. D. Harding. Bedfordshire Natural 
History Society, Luton, 1979. 144 pages; over 120 maps; 113 line-drawings 
by Ray Turley. £4.70. 
When the BT.O and the Irish Wildbird Conservancy launched their atlas survey in 1968, the 
Bedfordshire NHS decided to carry out its own breeding bird survey on a 2 km x 2 km (tetrad) 
basis. This attractively produced book is the result; it fills a gap in our knowledge of the 
avifauna of the South Midlands, for, although one of our smallest counties, no comprehensive 
account of Bedfordshire's birds has been published for over 70 years. The survey was 
organised initially by J. N. Dymond, followed by P. F. Bonham and then by B. D. Harding; 
this book depicts the 15,510 records of 113 species reported during 1968-77. 

In a similar manner to other breeding bird atlases, a page is devoted to each species, with a 
brief text interpreting the accompanying map, the historical background and, for some 
species, counts of the actual numbers breeding; in addition, for each species there is a small 
map showing the national distribution and an attractive line-drawing by Ray Turley. There is 
an excellent chapter on the effects on bird distribution of various aspects of the county's 
geology, woodlands, wetlands, mineral workings and farmland, with a good series of maps 
depicting the geology, wetlands and chalklands, woods and railways, mineral workings and 
built-up areas, reproduced from John Dony's Bedfordshire Plant Atlas (1976), to which this is a 
companion work. 

The map of'avif'auna richness' shows that the number of'species recorded for a tetrad varied 
from 22 to 91, with an average of'47.8: good coverage, except in a few squares in the northwest 
of the county. It also reveals the importance of'theOuse Valley and its gravel-pits, the clay-pits 
of the brick companies and the greensand-ridge woodlands, and the paucity of'species in the 
intensively farmed areas. 

The individual maps show some surprises to one who knew the county 20 years ago. 
Decreases in numbers or range of Grey Heron, Redshank and Snipe, undoubtedly due to 
increased drainage of wetlands; the failure of the Sparrowhawk to recover from the effects of 
pesticides; and the decline of the VVhinchat. Compensation for these losses comes with 
increases in numbers or range of Great Crested Grebe, Tufted Duck, Little Ringed Plover, 
Ringed Plover and Common Tern, with occasional nesting by Shelduck, Lesser Black-backed 
Gull and Herring Gull: all a reflection of the increase in gravel and clay extraction. Introduced 
species are well represented, with Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, Mandarin, Golden 
Pheasant and Lady Amherst's Pheasant, as well as the familiar Red-legged Partridge, 
Pheasant and Little Owl. I was surprised at the lack of records of Great Spotted Woodpecker 
and Nuthatch in the north. 

For the purist, some of the textual accounts are rather padded, and I would have thought 
that reasonable estimates of population size could have been given for more of'the less common 
birds. Although the Redpoll is said to have increased more than any other species, this record 
should more properly be accorded to the Collared Dove. The high proportion of probable 
breeding records for the Corn Bunting is attributed to the distinct song of'the male, with no 
mention of polygamy or the difficulty of'actually locating nests. Some of'the blank spaces could 
have been used to give more detail of winter or passage status. It is a pity, in view of'the length 
of the survey, that more observers did not contact farmers and keepers for records of owls, as 
was done by one enterprising recorder. 

The book concludes with a list of additional species present during 1968-77 but not proved 
to breed, and a list of'257 species recorded in the county, compiled by Barry Nightingale. Let 
us hope that this chapter is a precursor to a full book on the county's birds. 

This atlas provides a historical document valuable for comparative studies in the future. It 
also highlights the value to wildlife of'the man-made habitats, especially where they are close 
to intensively farmed areas. One hopes that more will be done to establish reserves in the 
gravel and clay complexes, so that not all are turned over to tipping or the boating and fishing 
enthusiasts. F.C.GRIBBLE 
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A Sketchbook of British Birds. By C. F. Tunnicliffe. Introduction by 
Ian Niall. Gollancz, London, 1979. 142 pages; 123 colour plates. £7.95. 
Almost invariably, I find that an artist's preliminary drawings and preparatory sketchbook 
work have even more interest and reveal jizz, posture and movement to a greater degree than 
the finished drawing or painting, however good the latter may be. Looking through an artist's 
sketchbook provides that fascinating combination of looking at the birds through his eyes and, 
thereby, into his mind. 

Sadly, Charles Tunnicliffe did not live to see the publication of this book (see 'Obituary', 
Brit. Birds 72: 381-384), but the publishers note that he did see some of the colour proofs. His 
work was admired and respected by his contemporaries and became well-known to a very wide 
audience through the magazine covers and Christmas cards which he painted for the RSPB. 
The publication of a selection of pages from his sketchbooks now gives us the opportunity to 
study the techniques of this Royal Academician. 

Every page is a delight. This book is not only for bird-artists, it is for all of us. While I cannot 
pretend that it is an essential volume for every ornithologist's bookshelf, nevertheless I do 
recommend that, if you intend to buy just one non-essential bird-book this year, A Sketchbook of 
Birds should be that one. The price is ridiculously low for this superbly printed collection of 
over 120 colour pages. A book to be bought and treasured. J. T. R. SHARROCK 
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