
Short reviews 
Migration Paths through Time and 
Space. By R. Robin Baker. (Hodder & 
Stoughton, 1982. Paperback, £5.45) Con
tinuing, on a generally popular level, the 
author's ideas propounded in The Evolutionary 
Ecology oj Animal Migration (1978: reviewed 
Brit. Birds 74: 451-452). Even those parts 
which seem wildly improbable make stimu
lating reading. This book is intended for 
undergraduate and sixth-form students and 
teachers; it is, however, less of a textbook 
than this might suggest. Robin Baker does 
not really take us gently by the hand and lead 
us through the intricacies of past and modern 
ideas on migration; rather, he leads us on a 
wild and hectic romp, seldom sticking to the 
accepted path. His enthusiasm bursts 
through even from the printed page and this 
248-page paperback is likely to astonish, 
irritate and provoke, as well as fascinate, 
anyone interested in migration. Above all, it 
is an enormously interesting and exciting 
treatment of an enormously interesting and 
exciting phenomenon. Sthnmen der Vogel 
Europas. By H.-H. Bergmann and H.-W. 
Helb. (BLV Verlagsgesellschaft, 1982. 
DM54.00) The dimensions of a thick field 
guide (460 pages), with 2,000 sonagrams of 
400 species. Illustrations are confined to 
decorative line-drawings and the text is 
wholly in German. This is, however, a first-
rate reference book if you are one of the new 

generation of birders who can convert a 
sonagram's visual presentation to a mental 
audio-image. Guide des Oiseaux de 
Camargue, By J. Blondel and P. Isen-
mann. (Delachaux & Niestle, 1981. Fr 
F99.00) Entirely in French, but this useful 
book is so well laid out that even the least 
language-oriented English birder should be 
able to cope. Abundance through the year is 
shown by means of diagrams for all the 
common species. The 40 plates of colour 
photographs are well chosen to evoke the 
atmosphere of the Camargue and its birds. 
Every visitor to this south European Mecca 
will wish to own this attractive, useful, handy 
volume. The Kingfisher. By David Boag. 
(Blandford, 1982. £8.95) Personal account, 
crammed with detailed observations of King
fishers on the River Stour in Dorset. Well 
illustrated with the author's colour photo
graphs; also a. useful source of reference. 
Vanishing Eagles. By John Burton, illus
trated by Trevor Boyer. (Rigby Interna
tional, 1982. £9.95) Previously produced via 
RSPB and Eagle Star Insurance, but now 
available through Rigby International, this 
attractive, large-format book is essentially a 
vehicle for Trevor Boyer's paintings, though 
John Burton has provided a readable and 
informative text. The early Eagle Star 
advertisement paintings do the artist less 
than justice: later eagles included here, plus 
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numerous smaller pictures, show how well 
his style and technique continue to improve. 
[MIKE EVERETT] RSPB Guide to Bird-
watching. By Peter Conder. (Hamlyn, 
1982. Paperback, £2.99) This excellent book 
(see review in Brit. Birds 72: 39-40) is now 
available in paperback. The Butterflies of 
Northern Europe. By Bjorn Dal. (Croom 
Helm, London, 1982. £5.95) Well illustrated, 
with usually two or three species to each 
double-page spread. More than half of the 
123 featured species can be found in Britain. 
A slim volume especially useful for slipping 
into a suitcase or rucksack if you are making a 
summer trip to Fenno-Scandia. Thorburn's 
Birds. Introduction and text by James 
Fisher, revised by John Parslow. (Michael 
Joseph, 1982. Paperback, £6.95) This book 
has already been reviewed by Robert Gillmor 
(Brit. Birds 61: 232-233). When published in 
hardback in 1967, it cost £2.50; this new 
paperback version is nearly three times as 
much. It is very nice to be able to have such a 
well-reproduced collection of Thorburn's 
paintings. Personally, however, I should 
have preferred a text about Thorburn and his 
life, rather than mini-accounts of each of the 
birds illustrated. It is, surely, a book for the 
bird-art connoisseur, ramer than the bird
watcher, yet the text is directed at the latter 
and not the former. Falconry in Mews and 
Field. By Emma Ford. (Batsford, 1982. 
£15.00) A 'what, how and why' of falconry, 
from its history to captive breeding and an 
assessment of falconry worldwide, with 
status of this sport in each of the major 
countries involved. The author takes a res
ponsible stance and it is nice to see an entire 
chapter devoted to 'Conservation and the 
Law'. Antarctic Wildlife. Photographs by 
Eric Hosking. Text by Bryan Sage. 
(Croom Helm, London, 1982. £12.95) If, like 
me, you have never been to Antarctica, this 
book, and especially its fantastic photo
graphs, will surely whet your appetite. 
Spectacular! Magnificent! These are the 
words which come to mind when one looks at 
the ice-scenery, the birds (from a single 
albatross to mass of penguins) or the other 
animals, such as elephant seal. This is one of 
those books which you should buy as a gift for 
a friend . . . and which you will doubdess hope 
that someone will buy for you! Feathers to 
Brush: the Victorian bird artist, John 
Gerrard Keulemans 1842-1912. By T. 
Keulemans and Jan Coldewey. (Keule
mans & Coldewey, 1982. £75.00) In BB's 
obituary of Keulemans (1912), Gregory 
Mathews wrote: 'From 1870-1900 scarcely 

any ornithological work of importance was 
complete without "illustrations by Keule
mans".' He drew 20,000 plates before he was 
50, largely from skins, mounted or pickled 
specimens. This interesting and handsome 
book celebrates a remarkable Victorian 
illustrator. [ROBERT GILLMOR] The Signifi
cance of Egyptian Wetlands for Winter
ing Waterbirds. By Peter L. Meininger 
and Wim C. Mullie. (The Holy Land 
Conservation Fund, New York, 1981. 
$20.00) Until recently, the state of Egypt's 
modern avifauna was almost unknown. Two 
Dutch ornithologists, Peter L. Meininger 
and Wim C. Mullie, have done much to 
remedy this deficiency and their extensive 
surveys since 1978 form the basis of this 
excellent report. They describe, with a 
wealth of detail, the major wetlands, four of 
which are of international importance for 
waterfowl, while some 100,000 waders and 
over 25,000 Whiskered Terns also winter in 
Egypt. The impact of hunting is discussed, 
and Dr Bertel Bruun contributes a valuable 
chapter on conservation problems and the 
recent encouraging developments. The re
port is well illustrated with many photo
graphs and line-drawings by Arthur Singer 
and the active young Egyptian ornithologist, 
Sharif Baha el Din. [SC] John Clare's 
Birds. Edited by Eric Robinson and 
Richard Fitter; illustrated by Robert 
Gillmor. (Oxford University Press, Oxford, 
1982. £6.95) As noted in this book's Intro
duction, the late James Fisher described 
John Clare as 'the finest poet of Britain's 
minor naturalists and the finest naturalist of 
all Britain's major poets.' If you like bird-
poetry, you must get this book. If you are 
interested in the thoughts and investigations 
of GUI'—often highly competent—early 
naturalists, you will want to read this book. 
The Cotingas. By David Snow. (OUP, 
1982. £30.00) With 25 genera but only 65 
species, the Cotingidae are confined to the 
forests of South America. This very well-
designed book (crammed with information, 
but with a very spacious appearance) covers 
each species' distribution (with appropriate 
maps), ecology, behaviour, breeding, 
plumages and physical characters, including 
measurements. There are 21 full-page colour 
plates by Martin Woodcock, illustrating all 
the species, from the huge umbrellabirds to 
the tiny Kinglet Calyptura and the fasci
nating cocks-of-the-rock. Golden Eagle 
Years. By Mike Tomkies. (Heinemann, 
1982. £9.95) This is a slightly unusual book, 
very much a personal account of the trials 
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and triumphs of one man, an author-
naturalist living in self-imposed exile 
'somewhere in the Western Highlands', as he 
tries to get to know and to photograph his 
local eagles. Readable, generally sound on 
Golden Eagle problems and ecology (well 
researched), and certainly a useful contribu
tion to the literature on Scottish Golden 
Eagles. Sadly, the photographs are mainly 
rather disappointing. [MIKE EVERETT] Der 
Zug Europaischer Singvogel: ein Atlas 
der Weiderfunde beringter Vogel. Part 3. 
By Gerhardt Zink. (Vogelwarte Radolfzell, 
1981. DM67.00) Part 1 of this very useful 
atlas of passerine ringing recoveries was 
reviewed in detail by Robert Hudson in 1974 
(Brit. Birds 67: 217-218). Whilst the text is 
wholly in German, the meat of this book is its 

maps, which no migration student can afford 
to ignore. The original intention to have 
three volumes has now been extended; the 
three which have already been published 
cover 86 passerine species by means of 385 
maps (parts 1-3 are all still available, price 
DM154.00 from Vogelzug-Verlag, Duerren-
hofstr. 16, D 7760 Moeggingen, Federal 
German Republic). Two more parts are in 
preparation, covering the buntings, finches, 
Waxwing, Pied Wagtail and Pied Flycatcher. 
These volumes provide not only a marvellous 
source of reference, but also thought-
provoking browsing: the maps display the 
facts of bird-movements, which inevitably 
raise question after question in an ornitho
logist's mind. JTRS 


