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Hilbre; the Cheshire Island: its history and natural history. Edited by 
J. D, Craggs. Liverpool University Press, Liverpool, 1982. 306 pages; 31 
black-and-white plates; many line-drawings. £20.00. 
Hilbre, Middle Eye and Little Eye are three tiny sandstone islands (totalling only 6,1 ha) lying 
in the mouth of the Dee Estuary just off the Wirral peninsula. Hilbre is, however, world famous 
for its high-tide roosts of waders which provide a spectacle which is a magnet for birdwatchers 
and, especially, bird-photographers. In its 19 chapters, this attractive, profusely illustrated 
and well designed book covers everything from the island's history, flora, invertebrate and 
vertebrate fauna, to the fishes and marine mammals of the surrounding waters, its ornithology 
and its ecology. There are tables and lists, graphs and histograms, maps and diagrams, 
photographs galore and line-drawings by Laurel Tucker. As a source of reference or for 
browsing by those who know or would like to know this enchanting area, this book would take 
some bettering. The price, however, is high, so that many would-be purchasers will, I suspect, 
become library-borrowers instead. 

Observatory afficionados and migration students will find the histograms showing distribu
tion through the year of 137 species a fascinating source of information for comparison with 
other stations (such as Cape Clear Island and Lundy, both previously shown by the same 
methods), but I personally found it very irritating that some species are plotted from January 
to December and others from July to June, so that it is not possible to compare species (even 
ones plotted side by side) at a glance, as should surely be the intention with histograms, since 
the left-hand peak in one will be spring and in the other will be autumn. This is a minor fault in 
an otherwise excellent book, butmustbe mentioned in this review with the hope that, by doing 
so, other authors are prevented from repeating this misconceived method of presentation. 

This book summarises a huge amount of work on many aspects of the natural history of 
Hilbre, especially since a bird observatory was founded there in 1957. It would be marvellous 
if workers at other sites of bird observatories could follow this example and devote a proportion 
of their energies to writing up and publishing the information which they spend so much time 
collecting. Well done Hilbre! Well done, and thank you, Professor Craggs! 

J . T . R. SHARROOK 

Bird Habitats in Britain. By R. J. Fuller. T. & A. D. Poyser, Calton, 
1982. 320 pages; over 50 black-and-white plates; 53 line-drawings; over 100 
diagrams and maps. £13.00. 
This outstanding work, the summary of an investigation into the relative values of sites of 
ornithological interest in Britain, will be welcomed by all who have a concern for nature 
conservation. The task was begun by the BTO in 1973, the author being appointed the 
national organiser; its completion was commissioned by the Nature Conservancy Council. 
Birdwatchers were invited to draw attention to sites of known ornithological interest, the result 
of which was the compilation of a final Register of over 4,000 sites. These sites were examined 
at all seasons of the year by competent observers for a period, in most instances, of two years or 
more. The habitat factors governing bird-life being considered of prime importance, the report 
we now have describes in detail the main habitats (54 in number) of birds in Britain, and the 
factors affecting ornithological communities associated with them. 

The interpretation of the site reports presented some difficulties, as many sites included 
more than one habitat, making it impossible to analyse them satisfactorily with regard to the 
bird communities they supported. Many of these heterogeneous sites have, however, a high 
conservation merit. For all sites, regardless of their nature, three criteria were chosen for their 
ornithological evaluation. The first, population size, and the second, the species-richness of the 
site, could raise the question whether they gave a bias, other things being equal, in favour of 
large sites. The remaining criterion, species-rarity, was based on national rarity, an allowance 
being made for the presence of breeding species with fewer than 1,000 pairs in Britain, Could 
not the 10-km records in the Atlas have been taken, with the upper limit of, say, 100 records, 
and an appropriate weighting be given to the species according to the number of its records? 
This might have raised the grading of some sites at the county level. 

The evaluation of the sites gave 1,081 (27%) of at least regional importance, and a further 
1,817 (45%) of county importance; the total of these is comparable with about 3,500 SSSls 
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now scheduled. Assuming that the latter remain unchanged in number and the ornithological 
sites all become SSSIs, there could be complaints from other naturalists; on the other hand, 
most of the ornithological sites would have a considerable additional natural history interest. 
The sites are reasonably well distributed, but inevitably partly reflect the distribution of 
birdwatchers. It is admitted that 'some important sites were overlooked, especially in remote 
areas'. There will be some disappointment that the list of the sites of at least county importance 
is not given, but at this stage it would no doubt be unwise to publicise it. Complete copies of the 
Register are, however, lodged with the RSPB and the Nature Conservancy Council. 

The reports of sites homogeneous in their nature allowed all the valuable information they 
contained to be used in analysing the nature of bird communities. For the widespread habitats 
this is done on a regional basis, with the results shown in tabular form. 

The presentation we are now given must be much to the satisfaction of the many workers 
who spent long days making site reports for the Register, following as it did so soon after the 
fieldwork for the Atlas. What now remains to be done? The Atlas has prompted many county 
birdwatchers to. record on a tetrad basis, but should they not also be giving some attention to 
investigating more sites similar in their nature, as we seem far from solving the intriguing 
problem of a species-area relationship, if any, of birds in Britain. It would appear that the 
ornithological sites of importance are on the whole larger than the scheduled SSSIs. If it could 
be shown that more (or for that matter less) would be conserved in two or more small sites than 
in another of similar nature but with an area larger than that of the small sites combined, a 
valuable contribution might have been made to the cause of nature conservation. 

Bird Habitats in Britain is published at a reasonable price with the high standard of 
production that we have come to expect from its publishers. It is refreshing to see a book on 
bird-life with photographs of their habitats rather than of the creatures themselves. This is an 
essential in such a work, enabling the reader to refresh his memory with regard to the nature of 
the many habitats in Britain in which birds live. J O H N G. DONY 

The Hertfordshire Breeding Bird Atlas. By Chris Mead and Ken 
Smith. HBBA, Tring, 1982. 128 pages; 112 species maps; many line-
drawings. £5.00. 
Between the bendy covers and the often highly original scraperboard illustrations by Kevin 
Baker, there is a wealth of information in this most comprehensive publication. The book 
continues the run of county atlases (Kent, London and Bedfordshire), and future atlas 
organisers could do worse than copy its style and presentation. It seems quite clear now that 
we in Britain will not be content until we have plotted everything we can find by 2 X 2 km 
squares. 

With a few exceptions, each species has a map which documents by tetrads its breeding (in 
proven, probable and possible categories) during the survey years of, 1967 to 1973. This is 
followed by a summary of its habitat range and broad status. The book is novel for including 
the Common Birds Census results for many of the commoner species—graphs showing 
fluctuations in the breeding population, both nationally and in Hertfordshire over the past 20 
years; having this information so easily available has caused my copy to become well thumbed 
already. 

There are very helpful introductory chapters on the major geological, physiographical and 
habitat regions of the county, and maps which plot such things as rivers and streams, open 
water, developed areas, woodland, arable farmland and grassland, again by tetrads. Several of 
these are then reproduced on a loose-leaf map for easy reference when examining any of the 
species distributions. The authors go even further in spoon-feeding their audience, as often 
these non-bird data maps are reproduced alongside the species maps so that, for example, 
under Green Woodpecker there is a map of woodland; under Lapwing a map of arable 
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farmland; and under Canada Goose a map of lakes. Though I realise the difficulty, it is a great 
pity that atlas species maps do not indicate a few major towns. Though my early birdwatching 
days were spent in parts of Hertfordshire, I do not know the county well, and it would be so 
much more helpful when looking at a species map to relate the distribution instantly to a few 
key towns. 

It is also a pity that the authors did not take the opportunity of having a stab at population 
assessments for a number of species. Again I realise the problem, but such estimates have been 
attempted nationally, and who better to go to than the authors of the most thorough survey of 
the county for their views on current populations and trends. It would have proved helpful 
from a conservation point of view. 

One point worries me about any detailed mapping: the publication of information on rare 
breeding bird sites. The authors have obviously considered this carefully, but I wonder if they 
have gone far enough? Without risk of drawing people's attention unnecessarily (and after all 
the information in this atlas is now ten years old), it is perhaps unwise to have included dots for 
species such as Little Ringed Plover, Woodlark, Black Redstart and Cirl Bunting. 

Well worth having: I had bought mine long before I received the review copy. 
RICHARD PORTER 
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