
Announcements 
Irish Rare Breeding Birds Panel At a meeting held in Dublin on 27th 
November 1982, an Irish Rare Breeding Birds Panel was formed, to collect 
all records of rare breeding birds in the Republic of Ireland. Those attend
ing this meeting were Dr David Cabot, John Da vies, J. E. Fit/.harris, S. 
Fleming, J. Foley, Kieran Grace, Dr J. P. Hillis, C. D. Hutchinson, O.J . 
Merne, Killian Mullarney, Richard Nairn, K. Preston and Dr J. T. R. 
Sharrock. Written comments and approval had also been supplied by 
F. King,W.J. O'Flynn, Major R. F. Ruttledge, David Scott and J. Temple 
Lang, who were unable to attend the meeting. Those present unanimously 
elected John Davies (Secretary), Oscar Merne, Ken Preston and Ralph 
Sheppard to membership of the four-man Panel. The Panel is an indepen
dent, autonomous body, but will liaise and co-operate with the Irish 
Wildbird Conservancy. 

The aims and methods of the Panel will be broadly similar to those of the 
Rare Breeding Birds Panel which covers Britain and Northern Ireland 
(Brit. Birds 66: 172-174; 68: 5-23). It will collect in one place all information 
on rare breeding birds in the Republic of Ireland so that changes in status 
can be monitored and breeding records are not lost. Data sent to the Panel 
will not be divulged to any other person (not even to members of Council or 
staffof the IWC) without the written permission of the person supplying the 
information (during their lifetime), except that an annual summary in 
general terms will be included in the 'Irish Bird Report' published in Irish 
Birds. Localities will never be mentioned unless all concerned consider it 
safe to do so, and often the county (and sometimes the region) will be 
omitted. In certain circumstances, the Panel may decide not to publish a 
record at all because of the security risk. Since the naming of an observer 
could be a clue to a species' locality, contributors' names will be omitted. 

People having relevant information are asked to submit breeding records 
of the species listed below on the Panel's special forms. These will be 
obtainable free on request from the Secretary, and should be returned to 
him. The Panel is particularly interested in breeding records during the last 
ten years, 1973-82, for a review of the changes in rare breeding birds in 
Ireland since the end of the Atlas fieldwork in 1972. Only two copies of the 
original record supplied to the Panel will exist and will be kept secure at 
different locations. Normally, these records will be consulted only by the 
Secretary, but a summary will be shown to other members of the Panel at 
meetings. 

List of species for which records for 1973 onwards are required by the Irish 
Rare Breeding Birds Panel 

This list is confined to species which have bred in Ireland during the last 15 years (i.e. since 
the beginning of Atlas fieldwork in 1968) 

Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 
VVhooper Swan Cygnus cygnus Black Tern Chlidonias niger 
Gadwall Anas strepera Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
Pintail A. acuta Short-eared Owl Asioflammeus 
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Garganey A. querquedula 
Pochard Aythyaferina 
Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
Goosander Mergus merganser 
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosas 
Montagu's Harrier C,pygargus 
Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Quail Cotumix cotumix 
Dotterel Charairius morinellus 

Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
Yellow Wagtail Motacillajlava 
Redstart Pkoenicurus phoenkums 
Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Wood Warbler Phylkscopus sibilatrix 
Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus 
Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 

All correspondence should be with the IRBBP Secretary, John Davies, 
5 Mountain Villa, Ballybrack, Co. Dublin, Ireland. 

Young Ornithologists of the Year As usual, this competition was run by 
the Young Ornithologists' Club and sponsored by British Birds. The 1982 
entries were judged by Peter Holden and Dr J. T. R. Sharrock on 10th 
December. As well as answering some questions to test their general 
ornithological knowledge, entrants had to submit field notebooks covering 
six months of birdwatching. This was clearly attractive to those in the 
senior age group, for there were many more entries than in previous years. 

The winners were as follows: 
SENIOR 1st Adam Rowlands (Rainham, Kent) 
(13-16years old) 2nd Alan Lewis (Congleton, Cheshire) 

3rd Robert Dawson (Leeds, West Yorkshire) 
INTERMEDIATE 1st Shona Glover (Northwood, Middlesex) 
(10-12years old) 2nd Rowena Wade (Studley, Warwickshire) 

3rd David Broorne (Wigan, Lancashire) 
JUNIOR — (No first prize awarded) 
(5-9yean old) 2nd Bronagh Finnegan (Newry, Co. Down) 

3rd Daniel Parkin (Newcastle-upon-Tyne) 
The judges considered that none of the entries in the junior age-group quite 
merited the award of the first prize. In the excellent senior section, Alan 
Lewis was a very close second. The two winners, Adam Rowlands (14) and 
special award ceremony at The Lodge. 

Free 'Birds New to . . . ' badge The new BB-
Poyser book Birds New to Britain and Ireland, by 
J . T. R. Sharrock and P.J. Grant, is featured on a 
button badge which will be sent free to any BB 
subscriber who sends a SAE to P. J. Grant, 14 
Heathfield Road, Ashford, KentTN24 8QD. 

The fifth 'Lars Jonsson' Croom Helm Ltd has now published the fifth and 
last in the series of identification guides to the birds of Europe by Lars 
Jonsson, the young, highly praised, Swedish birder/artist. Those who 
already own the first four volumes will obviously wish to complete their 
sets. This fifth volume, however, is worth having on its own, as it covers all 
the south European specialities, as suggested by its title, Birds of the Mediter
ranean and Alps; the illustrations are superb. It is obtainable post free from 
British Birds (see page ix) at £5.95. 




