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The Atlas of Australian Birds. By M. Blakers, S. J. J. F. Davies and 
P. N. Reilly. Melbourne University Press, Melbourne, 1984. 738 pages; 
648 line-drawings; over 650 maps. £45.00. 
I have nothing but praise for this magnificent book produced by the Royal Australasian 
Ornithologists Union. 

The RAOU recipe went something as follows. Take the work of the Botanical Society of the 
British Isles, the BTO/IWC Breeding Bird Atlas project and the European Ornithological 
Atlas Committee's guidelines as examples. Add the necessary modifications for dealing with a 
much less well-known avifauna in a vastly larger and much less densely populated area. 
Organise efficiently the available manpower, and the computer analysis of the results. Design 
the book to the same high standard as the Poyser-inspired Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Britain and 
Ireland. Find over 30 industrial sponsors and a sympathetic publisher. The result: a giant book 
(2.5 kg) summarising all the records for an entire continent, with clarity and a delightfully 
crisp presentation. The maps, with red symbols on a black outline, display the results 
perfectly. The texts, together with an evocative line-drawing of the species, take up the rest of 
the space on each page; the length is sufficient to give enough background information on 
habitat, past distribution, and so on, to interest the previously ignorant non-Australian 
birdwatcher. 

An atlas spanning an entire continent, especially one so sparsely populated by human 
beings as Australia, has to use slightly different techniques from one covering a tiny portion of 
the world with a dense population, such as Britain and Ireland. Whereas we started with a 
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breeding bird atlas and have subsequently gone on to carry out work on a wintering bird atlas, 
this Australian project ran throughout the 12 months for each of its five years (1977-81). On 
the maps, breeding records are shown by different symbols from those signifying mere 
presence at any season of the year. This simple but effective method enables the reader to 
interpret the information (and can lead to interesting speculation). 

The RAOU did have quite a number of previous examples of bird atlases to follow, for both 
methodology and final presentation, and clearly took full advantage. This grand volume will 
serve as a model for every future atlas. Its English price (originally £42.00, but now £45.00) is 
very reasonable in the circumstances, and this volume will unquestionably be purchased not 
only by most birdwatchers resident in or visiting Australia, but also—deservedly—by very 
many from elsewhere in the world. 

The concept of carrying out a bird atlas survey covering the whole of Australia was 
audacious; its completion on schedule to a high standard was little short of miraculous; this 
magnificent volume matches those grandiose aims and achievements. The 3,000 or so indivi
duals and all the organisations concerned, but especially the RAOU, deserve great congratu
lations. J . T. R .SHARROCK 

One Man's Island: paintings and sketches from the Isle of May. By 
Keith Brockie. J. M.Dent & Sons, London, 1984. 150 pages; 150 paintings 
and sketches. £12.95. 
Many people will be familiar with that special atmosphere that is part of observatories, and the 
excitement you travel with to seabird islands around the British Isles. I travelled eagerly to the 
Isle of May whilst browsing through the pages of this book. 

Since his first visit in 1973, Keith Brockie has visited the May many times, including three 
separate Christmas weeks, and the island was home for nearly a year while collecting sketches 
for this book. The weather ruled the artist's life, lashed by salt spray and the wind his constant 
companion on this island, which is crammed with seasonal wildlife and drenched in 
atmosphere. 

The 150 pages of paintings and sketches are grouped into four sections: Breeding Birds, 
Other Wildlife, Migration, and Grey Seals. Preceding each section are from four to six pages 
of text giving information on population, habits, movements and behaviour of the wildlife 
selectively illustrated. There is also anecdotal information on the methods the artist employed 
to be able to capture the sketches and paintings. 

With 22,600 Guillemots, 2,300 Razorbills and 11,000 occupied Puffin burrows, the section 
on Breeding Birds focuses on the auks, and also features Shags, Eiders, gulls and Fulmars, with 
less space for others such as Oystercatcher and Common Tern, leaving a half page for a 
leucistic Rock Pipit. In the second section, Other Wildlife, it ranges from one small study of a 
devil's coach-horse beetle to drawings of a stranded common porpoise. Finely observed pages 
of lichens, flowering plants and shells, with some lively sketches of rabbits complete this 
section. Migration includes studies of birds in the hand: Great Grey Shrike, Red-breasted 
Flycatcher and Pallas's Warbler among others. The remark 'one of the most beautiful birds in 
the hand' adds a touch to the splendid page of Wryneck studies. Another excellent page is 
captioned 'Purps and turnstones at roost on Foreigners Point 7th September 83'. The last 
section, Grey Seals, ranges from soft pencil crayon studies of white-coated pups to cows 
sleeping draped over rocks, some with sucking pups, whilst other cows are shown 'bottling' in 
the sea. The large moist dark eyes of the seals are painted in fine detail, with the convex 
reflection of the artist showing here and there. 

It was not long into the Breeding Birds section when I wanted to be stopped and be shown 
the atmospheric stage on which all this finely observed drama was happening. In the Other 
Wildlife section I wanted just once to look beyond the clump of thrift or bladder wrack to a 
view perhaps down the Firth of Forth or out to sea. Or even a sketch or two that would have 
helped me fill in the background character and atmosphere of the May, perhaps colouring in 
the climate that ruled life on the island. There is one landscape painting of the Low Light, the 
spartan but comfortable 'bothy' on the island, but I would love to have seen more. 

The book is a fine achievement, and the artist's skill in the observation of wildlife shows 
through very clearly. I was shown everything from the 'comb' on the claw of a Shag to an 
accident-prone lobster. But somewhere in the 150 pages of beautifully observed wildlife I 
missed the Isle of May. BRUCE PEARSON 
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A Field Guide to Birds of the USSR. By V. E. Flint, R. L. Boehme, 
Y. V. Kostin and A. A. Kuznetsov. Princeton University Press, 
Princeton, 1984. xxxvi + 353 pages; 48 colour plates; 71 line drawings; 303 
maps. $65.00 (in US only); £49.60. 

The publication in English of any bird book on the Soviet Union is a rare event, which makes 
the appearance of this field guide particularly welcome. In fact it is not new—the original 
edition was published in Russian as long ago as 1968—but this is the first English edition. It is 
identical in format to the publishers' successful field guides on Venezuela and Panama. 

The text is largely a translation of the original Russian edition, which has been updated and 
revised by the senior author. Quite a lot of new material has been added, including no less than 
four indexes and some hints on birding in the USSR. The most useful innovation is the 
'Introduction' which concisely describes the geography of the country and the typical 
avifaunas of the various habitats and regions. The bulk of the book comprises the species 
accounts; 728 species are covered although a few vagrants are treated only briefly. Each 
account is divided into four sections and the text is inevitably brief, but the 'field marks' section 
is sometimes so short or vague that it is virtually useless for identification purposes. The 
paragraph on 'habits' is invariably the longest and contains some interesting material, but in 
many instances I felt that certain unhelpful or long-winded comments could have been 
omitted. 'Range and Distribution' briefly describes the breeding range within the USSR and 
the winter range of Soviet populations. 'Similar species' hints at likely confusion species and 
acts as a supplement to 'field marks'. 

The text is liberally sprinkled with line-drawings and maps. Some of the drawings (e.g. 
nestlings and pellets) seem out of place in a modern field guide, but others are most useful and 
complement the plates. The maps are a valuable part of the book. Despite their unavoidably 
small scale, and the exclusion of peripheral areas, they are reasonably clear and appear to be 
fairly accurate. A few are rather faint in my copy. 

The 48 colour plates are grouped together in the middle and illustrate most of the species, 
including several rarely portrayed in books. In many cases, more than one plumage per species 
has been shown, as well as some distinct forms, a few of which are now generally considered in 
the West to be full species; others may achieve this status in the future. Surprisingly, the almost 
endemic White-winged Spotted Woodpecker is not illustrated, although it is treated as a full 
species. On the whole, the plates are very pleasing to the eye and well-reproduced. While 
undoubtedly useful, they are unlikely to help much with difficult groups such as warblers, and 
the raptors are all perched. The bird illustrated as Trumpeter Finch is in fact Mongolian 
Trumpeter Finch, but this is because the book lumps the two species—the latter is by far the 
more widespread in the USSR. The only serious error is on plate 22: the hooded gull labelled as 
a juvenile Mew (Common) Gull is an adult Relict Gull! 

A serious shortcoming of this book to the Western user is the taxonomy and nomenclature. 
Following Voous (1973, 1977; List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species), I found 20 species not 
recognised by the authors. For 12 of these, short notes in the text draw attention to their 
difference of opinion, but there is no mention at all of the other eight (Levant Sparrowhawk, 
Altai Falcon, Mountain Chiffchaff, Green Warbler, Two-barred Greenish Warbler, Semi-
collared Flycatcher, Turkestan Great Tit and Mongolian Trumpeter Finch). Two of them are 
actually illustrated as distinct forms. Conversely, the authors regard Bewick's and 
Whistling Swans as separate species and split Lesser Short-toed Lark into two species. The 
lutea race of Yellow Wagtail is also considered a full species, called Yellow-backed Wagtail. 
White-necked Diver Gavia pacifica and Oriental Stork Ciconia boyciana are noted in the text as 
being 'currently considered separate species', but are not given full treatment as such. It is 
perhaps surprising that the authors have not followed current Soviet opinion in splitting the 
races lugens and personata of Pied Wagtail, although both forms are illustrated. Incidentally, the 
new AOU check-list also regards lugens as a full species. 

The choice of vernacular names was the responsibility of Peter Alden, and inevitably many 
names of species occurring in North America (but not all) conform with the new AOU 
check-list—hence the frequent use of prefixes such as Eurasian, Northern and Greater. So we 
are burdened with Greater Ringed Plover and Greater Whitethroat, yet Greater Sand Plover is 
simply called Sand Plover! Some non-American species are given decidedly unfamiliar names 
(e.g. Short-billed Egret for Yellow-billed Egret). An attempt to overcome the wide choice of 
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vernacular (and, to a lesser extent, scientific) names' has been made by including a 'cross-
reference list' giving various alternatives. Sadly, it is not comprehensive, and the familiar 
Voous list appears to have been ignored: several names in very common usage in Europe at 
least are not mentioned at all (e.g. Jungle Nightjar, Isabelline Shrike, White-tailed Ruby-
throat and Altai Accentor), while some of those given actually refer to extralimital full species 
(e.g. Scottish Crossbill, Black-faced and Royal Spoonbills). It is indeed a shame that the 
cross-reference list could not have followed Voous, providing a taxonomic list in line with 
current Western opinion and including the extra species now recognised. After all, the book is 
aimed at the Western market and the Voous list covers the entire region. 

Typographical errors are few; I found most in the cross-reference list. A few inconsistencies 
have also crept in: Black-eared and Pied Wheatears are lumped, but the text is headed 
Black-eared while the illustration is labelled Pied; Whooper Swan is quoted as the largest of 
the swans, but the measurements of Mute Swan are greater. Presumably for reasons of layout, 
Moustached Warbler has been separated from the rest of its genus. 

Despite my criticisms, this beautiful book contains a lot of interesting materia! and it is 
certainly useful to have all (or most of) the Soviet species in one volume. With many of their 
breeding birds wintering commonly in In'dia and Southeast Asia, as well as some being 
celebrated vagrants to Europe and North America, this book will be welcomed by many 
birders. Unfortunately the publishers have priced it out of the reach of all but the dedicated 
few. At half the price, it would not have been cheap, although, with its larger format, it is 44% 
bigger than our European 'Peterson' field guide. NIGEL REDMAN 

The Oxford Book of British Bird Names. By W. B. Lockwood. Oxford 
University Press, Oxford, 1984. 174 pages. £7.95. 
This splendid book provides compulsive reading for the avid browser. Some 1,500 names of 
British birds (those used now, those used in the past, and those which have only ever been 
local) are listed alphabetically, with explanations of their history and derivation. Professor 
Lockwood's texts provide very full explanations, and most birdwatchers whose interests 
extend beyond mere identification will certainly wish to have this book on their shelves. 

Some of the derivations came as a complete surprise to me: I have, in the past, even inferred 
in print that the name Lapwing describes the lapping noise made by that species' wings during 
its display flight. Now, I find that this is quite wrong; the first element, laepi, meaning crest and 
the second element, wince, meaning something moving up and down, so that Lapwing in fact 
means 'movable crest'. This book is full of the results of such fascinating etymological detective 
work. I cannot, however, believe that the name Roller really comes from the German dialect 
word rollern 'imitative of.. . the cries of this noisy bird': surely, it must refer (as I have always 
imagined) to that species' habit of rolling right over in its tumbling display flights? 

Only one aspect of this book displeases. There is no species-index, and the cross-referencing 
between entries is not complete, so that it is not possible to look up alt the variations of the 
names of any particular species. With eight totally blank pages at the back, the publishers can 
easily remedy this omission in the inevitably not-far-off second edition. 

At its reasonable price. The Oxford Book of British Bird Names would make an ideal Christmas 
gift. J . T. R. SHARROCK 

A Field Guide to the Warblers of Britain and Europe. By Alick 
Moore. Illustrated by Bryon Wright. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 
1983. 145 pages; 32 colour plates; 53 line-drawings; 45 maps. £9.50. 
This pocket-sized book covers the West Palearctic warblers, but strangely excludes some 
'fringe' species, such as Tristram's and Arabian Warblers, although it includes others, such as 
Menetries's and Upcher's Warblers. The text is written from the angle of identification, and 
begins with a short informative introduction on the pros and cons of the methods of sorting out 
your 'odd' warbler. Then follows the main body of this work, with species-accounts in an 
extended field-guide style, covering the features of each species. The text seems reasonably 
thorough, and gives far more information than any more general field guide. More space 
could, however, have been given to the old chestnut of feather wear: there is, for instance, no 
mention of the fact that very worn Willow7Chiffs can resemble Bonelli's Warblers. Also, 
perhaps more importantly, there is no mention of wing formulae, even for the most awkward 
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warblers; and there are a number of missing features (e.g. under Orphean Warbler, there is no 
mention of its resemblance to a large Lesser Whitethroat, nor indeed of the fact that dark-eyed 
individuals occur frequently). The author has drawn freely on papers published in British Birds 
and on Williamson's three Identification for Ringers guides, and due acknowledgment is given. 
The various subspecies are briefly discussed, but, again, there are some omissions: we should 
have had discussion on humei Yellow-browed,/i«a« Reed andfusca Savi's Warblers, which all 
need to be eliminated in the identification of other similar species. The maps are clear and 
large, show national boundaries, and are most commendable (although, unfortunately, the 
maps of Green and Greenish Warblers are transposed). 

The less said about the plates, the better. Quite frankly, they are just terrible. Very garish 
colours, awkward postures, and wrong shapes (except for those which look like direct copies of 
Lars Jonsson's: e.g. one of the River Warblers) all add up to their being a useless, and 
expensive, part of the book. A field guide with this title had exciting prospects, and if it had 
been done along the lines of Poyser's raptor and gull volumes, based on papers previously 
published in this journal, with lots of photographs, it would have been very useful and would 
have sold well. I just cannot see anyone buying this book, and 1 do not recommend it. 

S. C. MADGE 

Shorelines: birds at the water's edge. By Michael Warren. Hodder & 
Stoughton, London, 1984. 128 pages; over 120 colour plates. £14.95. 
This is a marvellous book! The large size (24 cm X 34 cm) has allowed Michael Warren's 
fantastic paintings to be shown to perfection. I have used the word fantastic deliberately, since 
the paintings are both superb and highly imaginative; they have an almost dream-like quality, 
the artist seeing patterns in the landscapes (and waterscapes) and portraying these decorative 
qualities in his paintings. Those who already know Michael Warren's work well will greatly 
welcome this book—surprisingly his first—as an opportunity to own some magnificent 
examples of his work at a ridiculously cheap price; those who do not yet know Michael 
Warren's work really ought to take a look at this book. Unique may be an overused and often 
misused word, but I believe it fairly describes this collection of paintings, for I can name no 
other artist who would have dealt with these subjects in the same way. These are not detailed 
paintings with the appearance of colour photographs; nor are they hazy impressions. The 
paintings show the birds and their environments clearly defined, but the sharp images are 
those from inside the artist's head and not necessarily those which, without his help, any of the 
rest of us would see when looking at the same scene. This is original work of imagination, but 
painted by an artist who knows his birds (he even goes twitching) and his quick sketches-in-
paint of Isabelline Shrike and American Redstart in Lincolnshire prove it to us all. 

If you have any love of bird art, you will want to own this book. The publishers deserve great 
praise for producing it to such a high standard and at such a low price. Take a look at the 
Blakeney Point pebble beach with Sandwich Terns and Black-headed Gulls, at the Black-
necked Grebes on a Highland loch, or down onto the Kittiwakes on their breeding cliff.. . Can 
you resist buying this book? J . T. R. SHARROCK 
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