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The Birds of Orkney. By Chris Booth, Mildred Cuthbert and Peter 
Reynolds. The Orkney Press, Stromness, 1984. 275 pages; 5 colour plates; 
12 black-and-white plates; 24 line-drawings. £12.00. 
Following the standard format for local avifaunas, with 11 pages of general introductory text, 
mostly describing Orkney, followed by over 250 pages of systematic list, this will be regarded 
as an essential purchase by anyone visiting Orkney or studying the wildlife of the area. The few 
colour-photographs (five) are usefully devoted to views of Orkney habitats; the black-and-
white photographs show typical birds of the islands. John Holloway and Ian Maclnnes have 
supplied line-drawings to break and enliven the text. Sensibly, the latter is devoted mostly to 
the common birds"(e.g. two pages on the Guillemot), with rarity records usually dismissed in a 
few lines, with just the essential details. The systematic list covers records up to and including 
1982, with additional 1983 records of rarities as an appendix. The book ends with a useful 
six-page bibliography of references to birds in Orkney. 

The general impression is of a crisply written and nicely produced book, which will provide 
a valuable source of reference. J . T. R. SHARROCK 

Eric Hosking's Wildfowl. Photographs by Eric Hosking, text by Janet 
Kear. Croom Helm, London. 1985. 153 pages; about 140 plates, most in 
colour. £14.95. 
Over the past few years, we have been treated to a series of books of Eric Hosking's bird 
photographs: Birds, Owls, Waders, Seabirds, Antarctic Wildlife, and now Eric Hosking's Wildfowl. 
Individually, each of these books is a delight; together, they form a most impressive and 
diverse collection of bird photographs. Surely no other bird photographer could boast such a 
comprehensive series at such a high standard? 

Wildfowl continues the high standard, considerably enhanced by an informative, erudite 
and wide-ranging—yet very readable—text by Dr Janet Kear. There are about 140 species of 
wildfowl, and, if I have counted correctly, 79 of these are illustrated. As in the previous books, 
some photographs are by David Hosking, though they are not identified as such. Inevitably 
with wildfowl, a number of the photographs are of captive birds, but the majority are wild. 
There are some magnificent images; amongst those that particularly caueht mv eve were two 
that put the birds in their habitat: a group of Eiders in flight amongst Spitsbergen ice floes, 
and a pair of Whooper Swans serene on an Icelandic lake. 

The book succeeds on two levels: not only for the photographs, but also as a work of 
reference, for which both authors can take equal credit. Just two quibbles: as a photographer, I 
regret the lack of photographic details, which were a feature of the earlier volumes; and those 
using the book for reference will find that there are a number of small errors-and omissions in 
theindex. R . J . CHANDLER 

Marine Birds: their feeding ecology and commercial fisheries 
relationships. (Proceedings of the Pacific Seabird Group 
Symposium, Seattle, Washington, 6-8 January 1982.) Canadian 
Wildlife Service, Ottawa. Edited by D. N. Nettleship, G. A. Sanger 
and P. F. Springer. 220 pages. Free, from Distribution Section, Canadian 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Environment, Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada K1A0E7. 
Parts I and II of this book comprise accounts of the diets and foraging habits of marine 
wildfowl and pelagic seabirds respectively. The studies involved were mostly descriptive, 
providing valuable data, but of interest mainly to specialists; all were of Pacific species. 

Part III is of much wider interest. It opens with a review of the problems involved in 
modelling the interactions of seabirds and fisheries and of the sorts of results obtained, 
followed by a series of particular studies of such interactions, from both the Atlantic and the 
Pacific. These show that seabirds and fishermen may both remove substantial proportions of 
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available fish stocks and, therefore, are potential competitors. So far, detrimental effects on 
fisheries as a result of consumption by seabirds remain unproven, but there can be no doubt 
that some seabird populations have declined following overfishing by man. There have, 
however, also been beneficial effects: man has caused some important food species of birds to 
increase by reducing stocks of other fish, and seabird numbers have increased accordingly. 
This part of the book will be valuable to anyone concerned with seabird conservation or 
fisheries management. It closes with three studies of seabird mortality in fishing nets, which 
show that the level of mortality may be very large and that it depends on the level, timing, and 
distribution of fishing activity and on the techniques and gear used. 

JEREMYJ. D. GREENWOOD 

Ian Sinclair's Field Guide to the Birds of Southern Africa. By Ian 
Sinclair. Collins, London, 1984. 368 pages; over 850 colour photographs; 
some colour illustrations. Paperback, £9.95. 
Viewing this book alongside those African bird guides that have gone before, most of which I 
either own or have seen, it fails—as in my opinion do most photographic field guides—to be of 
genuine use in the field. 

Ian Sinclair's statement in the introduction that 'photographs have been specifically chosen 
to show the most important field characters' in many cases simply does not stand the test; some 
would in fact be better used in the South African equivalent of a British Birds mystery 
photographs competition. 

His follow-up statement of 'If you think you have a better photograph than the one 
appearing in the book—please let me know about it' can only produce a flood of mail to the 
author. Many readers of British Birds must have better pictures than are shown of Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Whitethroat. Spotted Flycatcher or Willow Warbler. There are no photographs by 
John Karmali or Ken Newman, and too few by such as Eric Hosking, Peter Johnson, Cyril 
Laubscher and Peter Steyn, all of whom I know have better photographs than many of those 
included. This just leads me to reiterate that, as a field guide, it is a failure. If only the publisher 
had left the words field guide off the title, then I would have praised it as a book of African 
bird-photographs, but, as it is called a field guide, then that is how I have had to judge it. 

Having said that, and as a sucker for any book on African birds, especially one that includes 
the only photograph that I have seen of a Spotted Ground Thrush (one of my rarest ticks), and 
if you can spare nearly £ 10, then buy it: the majority of the 900 pictures are worth a good look, 
and could be useful for reference. NORMAN ARLOTT 

A Field Guide to the Bird Songs of South-East Asia. Compiled and 
edited by Terry White. British Library National Sound Archive, London 
1984. 2 cassettes; playing time 1 hour 53 minutes. £10.00. 
These cassettes bring together voice recordings from 138 species of birds that occur in 
mainland Southeast Asia. They are accompanied by a booklet which gives a brief voice 
description for each species, lists some of the other species which may be heard in the 
background and makes other pertinent comments. The recordings are from a wide geo
graphical range: Brunei, Java, Sumatra, Malaysia (over half), Thailand, Nepal, India and 
(surprisingly) Tunisia and France. 

Anyone who has watched birds in a moist tropical forest will immediately recognise the 
value of a 'sound guide'. It can take months or even years to learn, unaided, all of the different 
bird sounds in even one patch of rain forest. Yet, once this is achieved, one's preconceptions 
about the relative abundance of different species can change radically; those previously 
thought to be rare are sometimes revealed as being common. 

The quality of the recordings offered in this compilation varies. Most are quite good, but a 
few have been edited, affecting the temporal spacing (and occasionally even the pattern) of the 
song phrases. Listen to the recording of the Bay Owl Phodilus badius, for example. To be fair, 
however, this problem is mentioned in the preface. The interpretive text is poorly researched 
and occasionally misleading. One of two call types of the male Great Argus Argusianus argus is 
attributed to the female. The song attributed to the Lesser Cuckoo Cuculus poliocephalus, is, in 
fact, that of the resident Sunda Islands race of the Oriental Cuckoo C. saturatus (as Wells & 
Becking have pointed out—Ibis 117: 366-370—the Lesser Cuckoo is unknown in Southeast 
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Asia south of latitude 19°N). The song attributed to Black-headed Sibia Heterophasia melano-
leuca, actually recorded in Nepal, is most certainly not this species, which not only sounds very 
different, but also does not even occur there (is it, perhaps, the song of the Black-capped Sibia 
H. capistrata?). It is further stated that, because their calls are similar, the trogons Harpactes are 
difficult to identify by sound alone. The recordings of the songs of the three species presented, 
however, demonstrate precisely the opposite. To my certain knowledge, the primary songs of 
three of the four other Southeast Asian species are equally distinctive. Although the difficulty 
of differentiating precisely between a 'call* and a 'song' is mentioned, the compiler's lack of 
familiarity with the wide repertoires of certain species leads him to confuse the two. For 
example, in addition to their diagnostic songs, many barbets Megalaima share similar trilling 
vocalisations. One such trill given by the Golden-throated Barbet M.Jranklinii is identified as 
the song, while the primary song is not presented. Likewise, the harsh, grating call of the Great 
Barbet M. virens is also wrongly labelled as the song. The true song, a duet, is completely 
different. 

The frogmouths (Podargidae) are one of the few forest bird families omitted. This is a great 
pity, since they are the most elusive and tantalising of the night birds. Yet the compiler 
evidently had access to some of Dr Joe Marshall's superb owl recordings, so why not utilise his 
frogmouth material, too? Why include the song of the Wryneck Jynx torquilla, actually recorded 
in France? Although the species is a fairly common winter visitor, it probably breeds no nearer 
than Northwest Yunnan. 

This guide seems to be a rather hastily assembled compilation, based upon too limited a 
selection of material. One of the compiler's main aims, however, is to encourage more 
birdwatchers to record forest birds and to make their recordings available to the Archive. 
Although Britain has produced many tropical-forest birdwatchers of considerable aptitude, 
surprisingly few have taken to sound recording, unlike many fellow Europeans and 
Americans. Yet the recent advent of compact, high-quality cassette recorders and directional 
microphones has completely transformed the process, so that it need not disrupt even the most 
active birding routine. 

My reservations notwithstanding, and given the dearth of other published recordings of 
Southeast Asian birds, I would recommend anyone who is considering a visit to the region to 
purchase this guide. The compiler is apparently planning a revised and expanded edition. I 
hope that he will not only have access to a more representative selection of recordings, but that 
he will also make more effort to incorporate such background information as does already exist. 

PHILIP D. ROUND 
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