
Short reviews 
An Atlas of Wintering Birds in the 
Western Algarve 1986-87. By Mark Bol
ton. (A Rocha Trust, Portimao, 1987. 82 
pages. Paperback £4.50) Planning a winter 
break in this area? If so, you will certainly 
wish to refer to this Atlas with its four to 
six maps per page, showing distribution 
and relative abundance (for a total of 157 
species), and facing pages with texts in 
English. 

Birds: the paintings of Terance James 
Bond. (Lutterworth Press, Cambridge, 
1988. 96 pages. £35.00) A book of pretty 
pictures which will no doubt be very 
popular with bird-lovers who enjoy this 
style of painting; plumage details, scale 
between bird and different parts of the 
habitat, and jizz are not always depicted 
accurately, the painting devoted to the 
Long-Tailed Titmouse (sic) Aegithalos 
caudatus being one of the worst in these 
respects. I do not agree with the pub
lisher's claim that this is 'The most beauti
ful bird book for years.' 

A Field Guide to Hawks: North America. 
By William S. Clark. Illustrations by Brian 
K. Wheeler. (Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 
1987. 198 pages. $19.95) Clearly presented, 
well-researched and much-needed guide to 
the flight identification of raptors of North 
America. Each species is illustrated in 
colour—often with several drawings—and 
the emphasis is on the all-important wing-
patterns. Very useful annotated black-and-
white photographic section which uses point
ers to highlight important features; such a 
system could usefully be copied by others 
dealing with species which are difficult to 
identify. Don't go birding in North America 
without it! [RICHARD P O R T E R ] 

Birds to Watch: the ICBP world check
list of threatened birds. By N. J. Collar 
and P. Andrew. (ICBP, Cambridge, 1988. 
303 pages. Paperback £9.50) This ICBP 
technical publication (no. 8) provides a 
brief summary of the (known) status and 
distribution of 1,029 species 'to watch . . . 
seek out, survey, monitor and conserve.' 
Its purpose is to resolve the conflict be
tween the need for exhaustive (i.e. time-
consuming) research on conservation 
needs and the swift provision of basic 
information, so that the significance of 

future observations may be judged accu
rately. Any birder who travels widely will 
find this book extremely useful and, by 
providing observations, can help to make 
future editions more complete. An original 
publication, and excellent value for 
money. [ R O D M A R T I N S ] 

Secret Lives. By Stephen Dalton. (Cen
tury, London, Melbourne, Auckland, 
Johannesburg, 1988. 128 pages. £14.95) 
Wow! That is not the way in which an 
educated editor should start a review, but 
it accurately reflects this editor's reaction 
when first looking through this collection 
of stunning photographs. There are exact
ly 100 in the book, each, therefore, costing 
the viewer less than 15p a time. Leaping 
spider, jumping flea, striking rattle-snake, 
and jumping frog are all frozen in sharp 
focus, and there is beauty and humour as 
well. For once, the jacket blurb does not 
exaggerate, when Stephen Dalton is de
scribed as 'one of the world's greatest 
nature photographers'. 

Weather and Bird Behaviour. By Nor
man Elkins. (Poyser, Calton, 1988. 2nd 
edn. 239 pages. £15.00) This very well 
reviewed book (Brit. Birds 77: 131-132) is 
now in its second, revised edition. 

Der Baumfalke. By Dietrich Fiuczynski. 
(Die Neue Brehm-Biicherei 575. A. Ziemsen 
Verlag, Wittenberg Lutherstadt, 1987. 208 
pages. DM22.00) Fiuczynski is foremost in 
ecological studies of the Hobby Falco sub-
buteo. He has spent well over 20 years 
studying those in and around Berlin. This 
book is an account of that work, but also 
includes information gleaned from other 
sources. Subjects covered range from distri
bution to detailed behavioural studies. Any
one interested in raptor ecology should have 
this book. Unfortunately, for natives of 
Britain, it is written wholly in German. 

[ K E V I N BAKER] 

Turner's Birds: bird studies from Farn-
ley Hall. By David Hill. (Phaidon, Ox
ford, 1988. 64 pages; 34 colour plates; 1 
black-and-white plate. Paperback £8.95) 
Well-produced exhibition catalogue, illus
trating 20 birds drawn by J. W. M. Turner 
for a five-volume Ornithological Collection, 
held in the library of Farnley Hall where he 
regularly stayed. Mostly heads of dead 
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birds, with two feeble drawings of 'live' 
birds, lacking jizz and character. 

[ R O B E R T G I L L M O R ] 

The Mute Swan. By Janet Kear. (Shire 
Publications, Princes Risborough, 1988. 24 
pages. Paperback £1.25) Yet another excel
lent addition to this series. Indeed, the 
highly photogenic Mute Swan Cygnus olor is 
an ideal subject and is here portrayed 
liberally in colour and black-and-white. 
The text matches the photographs in 
quality, covering, clearly but succinctly, 
the life history of the species as well as the 
many ways in which it interacts with man 
(swan-upping, lead poisoning, swans in 
legends). [MAO] 

Hummingbirds. By Tony Keppelman. 
(Little, Brown & Company, Boston, 1988. 75 
pages. £19.95) Its title might suggest a 
comprehensive treatment, but this book 
includes colour photographs of just seven 
species (out of the 340-or-so in the New 
World). The details of how the magnificent 
photographs were obtained (using strobe 
lighting) will interest every bird-
photographer. There is, however, virtually 
no text devoted to hummingbirds. The 
pages opposite the 33 plates do not even 
contain the name of the species depicted, 
being totally blank apart from the plate 
number itself and, occasionally, a line or so 
of a poem. What a missed opportunity! 
Surely there is an ornithologist in the USA 
who could have written some interesting 
things about hummingbirds to accompany 
these exciting photographs? £19.95 seems a 
lot of money to pay for 34 colour plates and 
nine pages of text. 

Grasshoppers and Allied Insects of 
Great Britain and Ireland. By Judith A. 
Marshall and E. C. M. Haes. Illustrated 
by Denys Ovenden. (Harley Books, Great 
Horkesley, 1988. 252 pages. £25.00) Com
panion cassette: A Sound Guide to the 
Grasshoppers and Allied Insects of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Compiled by 
John Burton. (Harley Books & BBC Natu
ral History Unit & British Museum (Nat. 
Hist.), 1987. 30 minutes. £5.75) Well up to 
the standard we have come to expect of 
Harley Books. That, really, says it all. Only 
52 species of grasshoppers and their close 
relatives (crickets, locusts, cockroaches, 
earwigs and stick insects) occur in Britain 
and Ireland, and 14 of those are alien 
escapes or introductions. This is, there
fore, a perfect group for study by the 

birdwatcher who has time to expand the 
scope of his interest (others would be 
woodlice, dragonflies & damselflies, and 
bumble-bees, all of which have relatively 
small numbers of British species). In addi
tion, the grasshoppers make noises which 
every sound-oriented birdwatcher will 
have noticed (indeed, some species of 
grasshoppers are confusable with birds: 
see Brit. Birds 77: 87-104). This superbly 
illustrated book also contains not only 
identification information, but also fasci
nating accounts of behaviour and life 
histories, distr ibution maps (dot-
distributions by 10-km squares as well as 
vice-county distributions), and there is a 
very useful accompanying cassette giving 
the noises made by 26 of the species, with 
clear announcements of English and scien
tific names. A final, useful touch is the 
provision of a plastic bookmark which 
includes the scientific and English names 
of all the species, and a millimetre scale. 

Atti del IV0 Convegno Italiano di Orni-
tologia. Edited by Bruno Massa. (Societa 
Siciliana di Scienze Naturali, Palermo, 
1988. 330 pages. Paperback 25,000 Italian 
lire) This special supplement to volume 
XII of // Naturalista Siciliano constitutes the 
official Proceedings of the IV Italian Con
gress of Ornithology held on Pantelleria in 
September 1987. While texts are in Italian, 
each of the 58 contributions has a short 
English summary. The papers are on the 
general topics of Birds as ecological in
dicators, Wintering, Trophic niche, Insu
lar avifaunas and role of islands in the 
migrations, Migration, Taxonomy, and 
Breeding biology and ecology. 

The Birds of the Pentland Hills. By Ian 
Munro. (Scottish Academic Press, Edin
burgh, 1988. 208 pages; 15 photographs; 
map. Paperback £4.95; hardback £9.50) 
The Pentland Hills run 25 km southwest 
from Edinburgh and almost attain 2,000 
feet (600 m). They include a dozen reser
voirs and form an unspoilt area of much 
natural interest which has been well docu
mented ornithologically for 150 years, 
starting with William Macgillivray. Ian 
Munro's experience goes back 50 years 
and enriches this summary of the past 
records. Most attractively produced. 

[ D O U G A I . G. A N D R E W ] 

The Oystercatcher. By Desmond 
Nethersole-Thompson. (Shire Publica
tions, Princes Risborough, 1988. 24 pages. 
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Paperback £1.25) The Shire Natural His
tory series aims to fill the gap between 
brief guides of general interest and full-
length books for the specialist. This fasci
nating, authoritative, illustrated booklet 
will be a useful addition to any library. 
Treatments of Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
and Dotterel Charadrius morinellus in this 
format would be welcome additions to the 
series. [ A N D Y L O W E ] 

The Pheasant. By P. A. Robertson. (Shire 
Publications, Princes Risborough, 1988. 24 
pages. Paperback £1.25) An everything-
you-have-ever-wanted-to-know-about type 
of book, written in a popular form (with 
few references to the original material), 
rather in the style of our 'Studies of West 
Palearctic birds'. 

A Coloured Key to the Wildfowl of the 
World. By Peter Scott. (The Wildfowl 
Trust, Slimbridge, 1988. 96 pages. Paper
back £5.95) This reprint of the 1948 guide 
illustrates in full colour all the world's 
wildfowl and their distinctive subspecies, 
although females, immatures and eclipse 
males get short shrift. The text outlines 
their distributions. Although excellent in 
its time, this guide has been totally 
usurped by Madge & Burn's Wildfowl. It 
will, nevertheless, find a market amongst 
members of the public who need a handy 
guide when wandering around wildfowl 
collections; that being the case, it should 
have used specific, rather than subspecific, 
English names. [ K E I T H V I N I C O M B E ] 

Invernada de Aves en la Peninsula Iber-
ica. Edited by Jose Luis Telleria. (Sociedad 
Espanola de Ornitologia, Madrid, 1988. 208 
pages. Paperback, £12.00) 'Birds wintering 
in the Iberian Peninsula' (a monograph of 
the Spanish Ornithological Society): Pro
ceedings of the symposium on bird winter
ing held in December 1987 in Madrid. This 
volume contains review papers on the win
tering of Greater Flamingos Phoenicopterus 
ruber, wildfowl, waders, raptors, Cranes Grits 
grits, Woodpigeons Columba palumbus and 
passerines, and a summary of trapping and 
conservation of special sites. Papers are in 
Spanish (one Portuguese), but with English 
summaries and figure and table legends. 
The area is seen to be very important to 
European birds in winter. [ P E T E R LACK] 

The Dipper. By Stephanie J. Tyler and 
Stephen J. Ormerod. (Shire Publications, 
Princes Risborough, 1988. 24 pages. 
Paperback £1.25) See earlier review of The 
Pheasant by P. A. Robertson. 

Waterfowl in Winter. Edited by Milton 
W. Weller. (University of Minnesota 
Press, 1988. 624 pages. Paperback $19.95; 
hardback $49.50) The best symposium 
proceedings that I have seen for a long 
time: edited to the highest standards and 
beautifully produced, it contains 37 major 
papers and ten workshop summaries, cov
ering virtually every aspect of the subject, 
including behaviour, ecology, habitats and 
their management, distribution and sta
tus. Heavily biased to North America, but 
none the worse for that. Required reading 
for waterfowl workers. [MAO] 
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