
Announcements 
Young Ornithologists of the Year This annual competition, run by the RSPB's junior 
wing, the Young Ornithologists' Club, was once again sponsored by British Birds. The 
winners and runners-up are as follows: 
SENIOR 1st Christopher R. Drake (Dorchester, Dorset) 
(13-18 years old) 2nd Guy Thompson (Winchester, Hampshire) 

3rd Oscar Campbell (Lurgan, Co. Armagh) 
4th David Anning (Deal, Kent) 

INTERMEDIATE 1st Dominick Spracklen (Huntly, Aberdeenshire) 
(10-12 years old) 2nd James Walsh (Altrincham, Cheshire) 

3rd Matthew Latham (Llanfairfechan, Gwynedd) 
JUNIOR 1st Huw Prior (Chichester, West Sussex) 
(6-9 years old) 

Several of these names are familiar to us. Christopher R. Drake was sixth in the Senior 
Section last year, and Guy Thompson has now been second in this section two years 
running. Oscar Campbell and David Anning were first and second, respectively, in the 
Intermediate Section last year (Brit. Birds 81: 138); while James Walsh won the Junior 
Section in 1986 (Brit. Birds 79: 95), and he and Dominick Spracklen were second and third, 
respectively, in the Junior Section in 1987 (Brit. Birds 80: 78). It is very pleasing to British 
Birds and rewarding for the judges (Peter Holden and Dr J. T. R. Sharrock) to see the 
continued efforts and improvements which result in this progress by individual young 
birdwatchers through the competition, which is based on the competitors' field 
notebooks. 

The three winners, Christopher R. Drake, Dominick Spracklen and Huw Prior, will 
each be presented with a free one-year subscription to British Birds and £70-worth of bird 
books or equipment of their choice at a special ceremony at The Lodge. The five runners-
up will each receive an inscribed book as a consolation prize. 

British Birds is delighted to continue sponsorship of this competition, aimed at 
encouraging young birdwatchers to take their hobby seriously. The Young Ornitholog
ists' Club fosters a responsible attitude among those who are destined to become future 
ornithologists and conservationists. The Club produces an award-winning magazine, Bird 
Life, edited by Rob Hume, and we urge all readers of BB to encourage young birdwatchers 
to join the YOC. The address is YOC, The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DI.. 

When does your subscription become due? You can tell this, for your address sheet 
will be printed in red instead of black. 

Your 'BB' reference number To obtain books POST FREE through British BirdShop, 
we ask you to quote not only your address, but also your 9-figure BB reference number. 
This is given above your name and address on the address sheet in the transparent 
envelope in which your copy of BB arrives each month. 

Sorry, overseas subscribers Although the November 1988 issue of British Birds was posted 
on schedule, on 27th October, many overseas subscribers did not receive their copies until 
the end of December, or even early January. The explanation given to us by the various 
postal services who deal with our mail is that the delay was 'due to the Christmas post'. We 
do not consider this to be a satisfactory explanation, but can only send our apologies to all 
those who received their issues late. We hope that it will not happen again. 

Free 'BB' subscriptions for County Bird Recorders This year, we have again presented 
all 81 County Bird Recorders in the UK with free subscriptions to British Birds, as our way 
of saying 'Thank you' to them for all that they do, in their 'spare time', for British 
ornithology. 

We also take this opportunity to remind readers that now is the time to send in all 
outstanding 1988 records to the relevant County Bird Recorders, whose addresses were 
published in 1987 (Brit. Birds 80: 23-26, with updates in 'News and comment' in 
subsequent issues). 
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Binding your 'BB' Standard book-binding of SB issues costs £14.00 per volume. Use the 
form on the back of the index, and send yours in to arrive before one of the four annual 
deadlines: 15th January , 15th March, 1st July and 1st October. The binders ' address is: 
Chapman Brooks Bookbinders Ltd, 173 Elmers End Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 4SZ. 

Loose binders are also available, as usual through British BirdShop, at £6.95 (see page x). 

Forthcoming 'BB' -SUNBIRD trips T h e following special trips are p lanned , with BB 
subscr ibers eligible for a 10% reduct ion on the usual costs: 

ISRAEL led by David Fisher (Sunbird) and Rob Hume (BB), during 5th-19th April 1989. 
CANAKY ISLANDS led by David Fisher (Sunbird) and Killian Mullarney (BB), during 16th-23rd 

August 1989. 
NEW ZEALAND led by David Fisher (Sunbird) and Tim Sharrock (BB), during 17th November to 1st 

December 1990. 
For full detai ls of any of these tr ips, please write to BB-SUNBIRD tr ips, P O Box 76, 
Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 IDF. 

N e w books in British BirdShop The following books are added to the British BirdShop list 
this month: 

Clark & Wheeler A Field Guide to Hawks: North America 
Soper A Passion for Birds 

Please note that EXCLUSIVE, R E D U C E D OFFERS are still available to British Birds 
subscribers on the following books: 

BB/IBCE International Bird Identification (save £1.00) Harris & Vinicombe Bird Identification (save £2.00) 
Chandler North Atlantic Shorebirds (save £2.00) Sharrock The Frontiers of Bird Identification (save £2.00) 
Goodwin Crows of the World (save £2.00) SOVON Atlas van de Nederlandse Vogels (save £3.00) 

Please use the form on pages ix & x for all your book orders. 


