
Short reviews 
Birds of the Outer Hebrides: a guide to 
their status and distribution. By Peter 
Cunningham. Drawings by Roger Lee. 
(Mercat Press, Edinburgh, 1990. 243 pages. 
Paperback £8.95) Revised and updated edi
tion of pocket-sized book reviewed pre
viously (Brit. Birth 76: 600). 

A Complete Checklist of the Birds of the 
World. Second edn. By Richard Howard 
& Alick Moore. (Academic Press, London, 
1991. 622 pages. £22.50) This classic world 
list has been updated to include amend
ments resulting from publication of the last 
two volumes of J. L. Peters's Checklist of the 
Birds of the World. As before, races are listed, 
with a brief note of range, under each 
species. The invaluable indexes to scientific 
names and English names comprise a total 
of 80 pages. 

The Good Birdwatchers Guide. By Peter 
Jennings. (Ficedula Books, Llandrindod 
Wells, 1991. 482 pages. Paperback £9.95) 
Some 2,500 birdwatching sites in Britain get 
three to ten lines each. Access information 
uses grid references, making OS maps 
essential. Bird information lacks any indica
tion of quality: e.g. Ouse Washes, Welney— 
'winter wildfowl and raptors, summer and 
passage waders', and Coate Water Country 
Park, Swindon—'passage waders and terns; 
passage and winter wildfowl; summer warb 

lers'. Addresses of Tourist Bureaux and 
places to stay (e.g. Youth Hostels and hotels 
and B&B) are given by area. Islay rates a 
page, containing three factual errors and 
two wrong and three misleading grid refer
ences out of eleven; and of three recom
mended hotels, one is closed and one I 
would not endorse. There are lists of county 
recorders and advice on binoculars, tele
scopes, and so on. The Kingfisher Field Guide to 
the Birds of Britain and Europe and the Mitchell 
Beazley Birdwatchers Pocket Guide are listed as 
two of ' the three best field guides ' . A 
checklist and a chronological listing of 
rarities seen in 1990 both include, without 
comment, as-yet-unaccepted species. This 
brave attempt at a countrywide birdwatch
ing guide should perhaps be entitled The 
Only-Fairly-Good Birdwatchers' Guide. [ M A O ] 

Monitoring Bird Populations: a manual of 
methods applied in Finland. By Pertti 
Koskimies & Risto A. Vaisanen. (Finnish 
Museum of Natural History, Helsinki, 1991. 
144 pages. Paperback £12.00) This manual 
is an updated and more lavish version of a 
book first published in Finnish in 1986. It 
presents the standard instructions for bird 
censuses and other monitoring projects in 
Finland, ten in all, and illustrates the use of 
31 different recording forms. The authors 
hope that publication in English will prom
ote international evaluation of the methods 
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used in Finland, and lead towards the 
integration of monitoring across Europe. 
They admit, however, that modifications 
will be necessary to suit more southerly 
conditions. The Finnish programme is to be 
envied in that all the schemes are adminis
tered by the same national body, giving 
maximum opportunity for integration and 
record-sharing between them. It can be 
recommended as a model for new studies 
elsewhere, and may prove an important step 
towards better co-operation across 
Europe. [ J O H N M A R C H A N T ] 

The Art of Bird Illustration: a visual 
tribute to the lives and achievements of 
the classic bird illustrators. By Maureen 
Lambourne. (Collins, London, 1991. 192 
pages. £19.95) The opening sentence reads 
'This book is a pictorial introduction rather 
than a comprehensive survey of bird illustra
tion through the centuries.' It is the author's 
personal selection, from artists who decor
ated ancient Egyptian tombs to Archibald 
Thorburn. One twentieth-century artist is 
represented: Charles Tunnicliffe, born in 
1901. Lear and Richter have a dozen plates 
each, Audubon ten. This handsome volume, 
with 147 well-reproduced plates, covers all 
the great bird illustrators, chronologically, 
in seven chapters. An appendix discusses 
print-collecting. Each artist is introduced, 
with his life history and main contribution 
to the story of bird illustration, in a readable 
and interesting text. Mrs Lambourne traces 
the development of printing techniques and 
the changing styles of illustration this made 
possible. Although several of the plates are 
familiar, she succeeds in her aim of intro
ducing 'to many newcomers some of the 
hidden treasures of the art of bird illustra
tion.' [ R O B E R T G I L L M O R ] 

Birds of the World: songbirds. By John 
P. S. Mackenzie. (Swan Hill, Shrewsbury, 
1990. 144 pages. £19.95) '. . . of the World? 
Less than 10% of the species covered are not 
American (publishers in England and prin
ters in Italy, but author is Canadian). This 
book will be bought by those who like big, 
glossy, beautiful pictures of brightly col
oured (usually male) birds. 

Birdscape. By Bruce Pearson & Robert 
Burton. (HarperCollins, London, 1991. 160 
pages. £15.95) 'The book of the TV series' is 
not always a justified publication, but it 
most certainly is in this case. The book 
stands up solidly on its own, and is an 

absolute 'must' for anyone who enjoys bird 
art or natural history art. Again, unlike some 
other such books, Robert Burton's text 
augments, explains and enhances Bruce 
Pearson's paintings: his touch with the pen 
(or these days the word-processor key) is as 
deft, subtle and telling as is Bruce Pearson's 
with the brush. This is an exceptional book: 
a delight to read and a delight to look at. It 
is also hard-hitting, when needs be (e.g. the 
desecration of the Flow Country, depicted 
both in words and in pictures). 

Let's Look at Thailand: an Ornitholidays 
guide. By Michael Shepherd. (Ornitholi
days, Bognor Regis, 1991. 76 pages. Paper
back £4.00) This is basically a checklist for 
holidaymakers. Half the text provides gene
ral information, while the balance gives a 
view of some of the best-known birdwatch-
ing sites. A first-time visitor to Thailand 
would find this helpful. 

Any serious birdwatcher, however, will 
find the frequent errors, in both the text and 
the checklist, annoying. It is a pity that the 
bibliography refers to eight travel guides, 
but does not mention the excellent check
lists which are available for Khao Yai and 
Doilnthanon. [S. J . R. R U M S E Y ] 

The Enchanting Owl. By Connie Toops. 
(Swan Hill Press, Shrewsbury, 1990. 128 
pages. £16.95) Glossy, with some nice 
photographs, and the sort of text suitable for 
those who are casually interested in birds 
and who (don't we all?) like owls. 

Raptors in Israel: passage and wintering 
populations. Edited by David Yekutiel. 
(International Birdwatching Center, Eilat, 
1991. 64 pages. Paperback $10.00) Five 
major papers cover raptor migration at 
Eilat; and at Kefar Kassem; migration of 
soaring birds in the Northern Valleys; win
tering raptors; and a detailed guide on 
where to watch raptors in Israel. With 
numerous figures and tables, these well-
presented and eminently readable texts 
contain a wealth of data and thought-
provoking discussion. Six black-and-white 
and 27 colour photographs include some 
marvellous shots (e.g. of a migrating juve
nile Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 
gliding past at eye level, presumably taken 
from a motor-glider). Essential for raptor 
enthusiasts and visiting birdwatchers. 

[DAC] 


