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Bird Trapping and Bird Banding: a handbook for trapping methods 
all over the World. By Hans Bub. Translated by Frances Hammerstrom 
& Karin Wuertz-Schaefer. Cornell University Press, New York, 1991. 330 
pages; 158 black-and-white plates; 298 line-drawings and figures. $69.50. 
Originally published in German in 1978, this important work by Hans Bub has now been 
translated into English. The subject of the book is bird capture, with some additional 
reference to other aspects of bird-ringing (banding), and it is the most comprehensive 
volume available, drawing from both a broad geographical and a historical range of sources. 
It will be a particularly valuable source of ideas for students of elusive species who are trying 
to devise effective methods to capture their subjects of study. 

Two forewords, by George Jonkel, Chief of the Bird Banding Laboratory, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and Chris Mead, Head of the British Bird-Ringing Scheme at the British 
Trust for Ornithology, both carefully explain that bird capture in most countries is now 
permissible only by trained and licensed bird-ringers for scientific investigation. Fears that 
this book might impart the secrets of mass bird-catching to illegal bird-trappers are largely-
allayed by its emphasis on techniques developed before about 1970. Ornithologists will learn 
much from the descriptions of the techniques of the Mediterranean and tropical bird-
catchers, but it is unlikely that the bird-catchers would discover much of use to them that 
they do not know already, even if they do decide to pay the high price for the book. 

Nowadays, most bird-ringers use mistnets, with the largest catches resulting from the 
assistance of tape-recorded bird song. Although mentioned, these techniques are not 
covered as fully as those developed in the first half of the century and before. This is 
somewhat unfortunate, because great emphasis on the safety of captured birds has been 
placed by the main national ringing schemes in recent years, and some of the observations 
and techniques mentioned would now no longer be considered acceptable. 

Rather more than half of the book is taken up with descriptions of various types of bird 
traps, the most remarkable of which was a gigantic North American funnel trap designed to 
catch Starlings Sturnus vulgaris and icterids for pest-control purposes. This trap caught 
300,000 birds in three nights, out of a roost of 10-15 million. 

There are numerous interesting illustrations, with some of the most charming showing 
ancient Egyptian duck-hunting with decoy birds and a boomerang, a remarkable fourteenth-
century Italian double clap net which looks identical to present-day clap nets, and 
seventeenth-century drag netting. Perhaps the most surprising of all, though, is that of the 
Dutch bird-ringer who buries himself in a refuse tip, with a plastic bag over his head, so that 
he can grab gulls. On good days, he can catch up to 50 per hour. 

The book concludes with an extensive bibliography. S TF. PHK N R u M SF Y 

Birds. By Rob Hume. Hamlyn Children's Books, London, 1991. 128 
pages; numerous colour plates and drawings. Paperback £5.95. 
Open this children's field guide for the first time and flick through the pages and the 
impression is of a bright and interesting book. There is a lively mix of artwork, crisp colour-
photographs and snippets of text in easy-to-handle chunks. 

The book is structured in the usual field-guide way: birdy bits and pieces, habitats, and 
species accounts. Each double-page spread covers a different group of birds, and project 
boxes add ideas for things to do and to look out for. 

The text is well written, with short descriptions and an introduction to each group that 
manages to convey a real 'feel' for the birds. We expect this now from the master of jizz 
himself. 

The choice of species is sometimes not obvious. Black Woodpecker Diyocopus martius sits a 
little uncomfortably on the woodpecker pages, for example. Colour-coded maps help with 
this initially confusing mix of British birds and 'rare visitors'. 

The artwork, in places, is what really lets this book down. Some is good, but there are 
rather too many mediocre illustrations, and the Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata stoops to a 
real low. 
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This book will be most useful filling the niche between a first book of birds and an adult 

field guide. Three other titles—Mammals, Seashores and Butterflies and Insects—complete the set. 
J O A N CHH.DS 

Handbuch der Vogel der Sowjetunion. Band 6/TeiI 1. Charad-
riiformes (Lari): Stercorariidae, Laridae (Larinae und Sterninae). 
Edited by V. D. Il'icev and V. A. Zubakin. A. Ziemsen Verlag, 
Wittenberg Lutherstadt, 1990. 367 pages, 16 colour plates, 87 figures and 
maps. DM 98.00. 
Following volumes 1 and 4 (see reviews in Brit. Birds 79: 269-270; 83: 30-31), this is the third 
part of this German translation of the ten-volume handbook of Soviet birds to appear, the 
original Russian edition having been published in 1988. 

This first part of volume 6 covers all the skuas (five species), gulls (23) and terns (ten). 
These include such (to Europeans) lesser-known species as South Polar Skua Stercorarius 
maccormicki, Relict Gull Lams relictus, Brown-headed Gull L. brunnicephalus, Saunders's Gull L. 
saundersi, Slaty-backed Gull L. schistisagus, Glaucous-winged Gull L. glaucescens, Black-tailed 
Gull L. crassirostris and Red-legged Kittiwake Rissa brevirostris, among others. Those familiar 
with Voous's taxonomy will find a number of surprises: for example, for Little Gull L. 
minutus, the Russians have followed Wolters's (1975) world list in resurrecting the genus 
Hydrocoloeus (Kaup, 1829). All such decisions, however, are explained: each species account 
has a section on systematics. 

Good treatment is accorded to each species. For example, the lO'/i-page text (text area 
140 x 202 mm) on Great Black-headed Gull L. khthyaetus includes over 3V4 pages on 
distribution and movements and over two pages on breeding, while seven pages are devoted 
to the little-known Relict Gull, compared with a total of 11 for Black-headed Gull L. 
ridibundus. There are two pages on the virtually unknown Saunders's Gull, but the German 
edition has missed the opportunity to mention the recent discovery of the Chinese breeding 
grounds of this species. Within 18 pages on the Herring Gull L. argentatus, the extremely 
complex taxonomy of the argentatus-fuscus group is discussed, but the reader is unfortunately, 
but perhaps not surprisingly, left with not much clearer a picture than before. 

Each species has two maps (redrawn for this German edition): one gives world range and 
the other details distribution within the USSR, in each case showing breeding and wintering 
ranges and frequently (where relevant) also records of vagrants and directions of movements. 
Together with the comprehensive texts on distribution, wintering and movements, these 
maps are possibly the most valuable part of this volume for the average British Birds reader 
(assuming, of course, that he/she has a knowledge of German). The texts do not confine 
themselves solely to the situation in the USSR, but include (briefer) information from the 
entire range, thereby producing a more universal picture for each species; similar treatment 
is given to data on populations. 

The colour plates are rather unremarkable and should have shown more examples of non-
adult plumages, the more so bearing in mind the particular problems encountered with this 
suborder. 

The second part of volume 6 of this important reference work will cover all the auks 
(suborderAlcae). DAVID A. CHRISTIE 
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