
Announcements 
Young Ornithologists of the Year This year's Young Ornithologists' Club competition was 
sponsored jointly by the Young Telegraph and British Birds. Competitors were required to submit 
their field notebooks for perusal by the judges, Brough Girling (17), Peter Holden (YOC), 
and Dr J. T. R. Sharrock (BB). The winners were: 

JUNIOR SECTION (9 years and under) 
1st Kirsty Hughes (9) of Leicester 
2nd Michael Benn (9) of London 
3rd Tom Fieldsend (8) of Hindolveston, Norfolk 

INTERMEDIATE SECTION ( 1 0 - 1 2 y e a r s ) 

1st Anna Evans (12) of Belfast 
2nd Alexander Lees (11) of Grantham, Lincolnshire 
3rd Lyndsay Johnston (12) of Inverness 
SENIOR SECTION (13 years and over) 
1st David Anning (16) of Deal, Kent 
2nd Dominick Spracklen (14) of Huntly, Aberdeenshire 
3rd Ben Eden-Green (15) of Ware, Hertfordshire 

The three winners, David Anning, Anna Evans, and Kirsty Hughes, will receive their 
prizes at a special ceremony at The Lodge. An additional prize will be given to James Starr 
(14) of Wedmore, Somerset, in recognition of the high quality of presentation of his entry. 

Regular followers of this competition will have recognised several familiar names. Tom 
Fieldsend was last year's Junior Section winner; Dominick Spracklen was last year's 
Intermediate Section winner, and David Anning was third in the Senior Section last year. It 
is always pleasing for the judges to see the continued dedication of previous entrants and to 
note the progress being made by young ornithologists such as this year's senior winner, 
David Anning. The winners of all three sections produced notebooks featuring 'real 
fieldnotes', on bird behaviour as well as identification, and on other wildlife as well as birds. 

'The Carl Zeiss Award' This new award, announced 
last month (Brit, Birds 54: 589), aims to encourage the 
submission of potentially useful photographs to the 
Rarities Committee, to assist the process of indi
vidual record assessment, to increase the available 
reference material, and for possible publication. The 
sponsors, Carl Zeiss—Germany, are offering an annual 
prize of Carl Zeiss 10X40 B/GAT Dialyt or 7x42 B/ 
GAT binoculars, and runners-up will receive high-
quality sew-on woven badges featuring the Carl Zeiss 
Award logo. 

Bird Photograph of the Year We are delighted that 'Bird Photograph of the Year' is once 
again sponsored by two long-standing friends of British Birds, the publishing firms 
Christopher Helm and HarperCollins, both very well known for their high-quality natural 
history books. 

Entrants should read the rules carefully (see Brit. Birds 84: 36, or write for a copy). 
The judging panel will consist of Dr R.J. Chandler, Dr J. T. R. Sharrock, Don Smith and 

Roger Tidman. 
Past winners of this competition have been Michael C. Wilkes (1977), Peter Lowes (1978), 

Dr Edmund C. Fellowes (1979), Don Smith (1980), Richard T. Mills (1981), Dennis Coutts 
(1982), David M. Cottridge (1983), John Lawton Roberts (1984), C. R. Knights (1985), Alan 
Moffett (1986), Dr Kevin Carlson (1987), Bob Glover (1988), Hanne Eriksen (1989 & 1990) 
and Philip Perry (1991). 

The 1992 awards (cheque for £100 and engraved salver for the winner, cheques for £40 and 
£25 for the second and third, and £25-worth of HarperCollins books and £25-worth of 
Christopher Helm books for each of the top three photographers) will be presented at a Press 

44 



Announcements 45 
Reception in London in May or June. The runners-up will be welcome to attend the award 
presentation. 

The closing date for entries is 31st January 1992. Transparencies should be clearly marked 
'Bird Photograph of the Year' and sent to Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ. 

Bird Illustrator of the Year We are delighted that this year's 
competition will again be sponsored by Kowa telescopes. 

Amateur and professional artists are invited to submit four 
line-drawings for this competition. Entrants should read the 
rules very carefully (see Brit. Birds 84: 36-37, or write for a copy), 
especially in relation to the exact sizes required. 

The judging panel will consist of Robert Gillmor, Alan Harris, 
Keith Shackleton and Dr J. T. R. Sharrock. 

The winner will receive £100, a Kowa TSN-3 20-60 X zoom telescope and an inscribed 
salver; the second-placed artist £40 and a TSN-1 20 X W Kowa telescope; and the third-
placed artist £25 and a TS-601 20x W Kowa telescope (all three telescopes with cases). All 
three artists will also be invited to attend the award presentation at a Press Reception at The 
Mall Galleries in London, where a selection of the drawings will be on display. All artists 
whose work is displayed will also be welcome to attend the reception, which in previous years 
has provided a very happy occasion for meeting many of our top bird artists. The winners' 
entries will also be displayed in the annual exhibition of the Society of Wildlife Artists at The 
Mall Galleries. 

Previous winners have been Crispin Fisher (1979), Norman Arlott (1980 & 1981), Alan 
Harris (1982), Martin Woodcock (1983), Bruce Pearson (1984), Ian Lewington (1985), Chris 
Rose (1986), David Quinn (1987), Martin Hallam (1988), John Cox (1989), Gordon 
Trunkfield (1990) and John Davis (1991). 

The closing date will be 15th March 1992; entries should be sent to 'Bird Illustrator of the 
Year', Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 SNj. 

The PJC Award A handsome trophy, the PJC Award, is presented annually, in memory of 
the late Pauline Jean Cook, to the artist whose single drawing submitted for the 'Bird 
Illustrator of the Year' competition is selected by the judges for its individual merit. The 
holder of the PJC Award also receives an inscribed book as a permanent symbol of the 
achievement. The current holder is Dafila Scott (Brit. Birds 80: 250-251; 83: 255-261; 84: 298-
307). 

The Richard Richardson Award To encourage young, up-and-coming bird 
artists, a special award (a cheque and a book to the total value of £60) will 
be presented for the best work submitted for the 'Bird Illustrator of the 
Year' competition (see above) by an artist aged under 21 years on 15th 
March 1992. The winner's entries will be displayed in the annual 
exhibition of the Society of Wildlife Artists at The Mall Galleries. 
Previous winners have been Alan F.Johnston (1979), Andrew Stock < 
(1980), Darren Rees (1981), Keith Cokombe (1982 & 1984), Gary 
Wright (1983), Ian Lewington (1985), Timothy Hinley (1986), 
Andrew Birch (1987), John Cox (1988), Stephen Message (1989), Antony Disley 7 ' 
(1990) and Andrew Birch & Peter Leonard (1991). This award is in memory of the famous 
Norfolk ornithologist and bird-artist, the late R. A. Richardson. The rules for entry are 
exactly the same as for 'Bird Illustrator of the Year' and entries by persons under 21 will 
automatically be considered for both awards. 

Best recent black-and-white bird-photographs The closing date for submission of prints 
for the thirty-second annual selection is 31st January 1992. Photographers may submit as 
many black-and-white prints as they wish. 

The following details should be written on the back of each print: photographer's name 
and address, species, county (or country, if taken abroad), month, year, and technical details, 
such as make and size of camera, make and focal length of lens, type of film material, 
exposure and approximate distance from the subject. Prints will be retained in the editorial 
office as part of the reference collection and for possible use in the journal unless a request 
for return is noted on the back of each print and a suitable stamped addressed envelope is 
supplied. 
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Entries should be addressed to 'Best recent work', Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, 
Bedford MK44 3NJ. 

Latest rarity decisions Details of the latest records accepted by the Rarities Committee are 
updated twice weekly by Peter Lansdown on the BBRC Newsline, 0898-884-522. (The 
Rarities Committee is sponsored by Carl Zeiss—Germany.) 

Send in your 1991 records now If you have not already done so, now is the time to submit 
all your relevant 1991 records. The names and addresses of the County/Regional Recorders 
are listed on pages 28-30. 

Front-cover designs for sale. The original unframed drawings of the pictures on the front 
cover of BB are for sale each month in a postal auction. The pictures are usually 1 lk or two 
times the published size. These sales help not only the artists, but also BB, since the artists 
donate 20% to the journal. It is also a way for BB readers to acquire—for themselves or as a 
present for a friend—top-class art at very reasonable prices. During the past year, successful 
postal bids have ranged from £59 to £226; the average has been £118. Why not send in your 
bid each month? If you are successful (if your bid is the highest, and it exceeds the artist's 
reserve price) you will be asked to pay the sum you bid, plus £1.50 for postage and packing. 
Send your name, address and telephone number and your bid (no money at this stage), to 
arrive before the last day of the month, to Cover Bid, Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, 
Bedford MK44 3NJ. 
Photographs and drawings may be for sale Many of the photographers and artists whose 
pictures appear in British Birds welcome the opportunity to sell their work. Anyone who 
wishes to obtain either photographic prints or original drawings is welcome to write (making 
an enquiry about availability, making an appropriate offer, or seeking the price) to the 
photographer or artist concerned, c/o Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ. We 
will forward all such letters, as a service to our readers and contributors. 

Free subscriptions for County/Regional Recorders We are pleased, once again, to be able 
to offer free subscriptions to the County/Regional Recorders, as our way of saying 'Thank 
you' to them for the hard work which they contribute to British ornithology in their 'free 
time'. 

Free advertising for subscribers For a limited period, individual personal subscribers may 
use the classified advertising pages FREE OF CHARGE for advertisements selling single 
ornithological items (a pair of binoculars, a telescope, a book, a volume of magazines, etc.). 
Send your advertisement (not more than 30 words), quoting your personal BB Reference Number, to 
Free BB advertising, Fountains, Park Lane, Blunham, Bedford MK44 3NJ. 

'British BirdShop' subsidises 'BB' Please order all your bird books by using the British 
BirdShop order forms which are included in BB each month (pages xiii & xiv, between pages 
40 and 41, this month). All the profits received by BB go directly towards funding extra 
pages, extra photographs and the use of colour illustrations within BB itself. By using the 
POST FREE service provided by British BirdShop, you not only receive the quickest and 
most efficient mail-order bird-book service, but also help to improve the contents of BB, and 
hold down the subscription price, to everyone's benefit. Thank you for supporting us. 

Books in British BirdShop The following books have been added to the list this month: 

*Bub Bird Trapping and Bird Banding 
*Henry Highlight the Wild: the art of the Reid Henrys 
•Hume & Boyer Owls of the World 
*Lundberg The Pied Flycatcher 
*Yeatman-Berthelot Atlas des Oiseaux de France en Hiver 
These include one new SPECIAL OFFER: 
*Henry Highlight the Wild: the art of the Reid Henrys, formerly difficult to obtain and costing 

£25.00 is now available at £10.00. 
For all your book orders, please use the British BirdShop order form on pages xiii & xiv, 

between pages 40 and 41 in this issue. 
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