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The Common Tern. By Rob Hume, Hamlyn, London, 1993. 127 pages; 
20 colour plates; 4 colour illustrations; 27 line-drawings. ISBN 0-540-01266-1. 
Paperback £9.99. 
This second title in a series designed to be 'scientifically accurate but not overburdened with 
scientific jargon' successfully achieves that aim. T o know terns is to love them for their grace, 
romantic journeys and survival against the poor odds we make for them—including reluctance to 
control their increasingly significant predator, the pretty little fox Vulpes vulpes. While it might have 
said more on the birds' protection, here indeed is a book by a man who loves terns very dearly, 
and it shows. Rob Hume has constructed a reader-friendly treatise from an ocean of literature, 
using much from kindred spirits George and Anne Marples, who gave us Sea Terns or Sea Swalbws 
back in 1934, and from his own observations. 

The line-drawings and colour illustrations facilitate separation from the look-alike Arctic Tern 
Sterna paradisaea and Roseate Tern S. dougallii, but are a bit arty: on pages 43 and 45, for example, 
there are unhelpful differences in the vital wing pattern of the Common Tern S. hirundo. The 
photographs are excellent. Where 18 pages are devoted to points of identification, a summary a la 
Svensson would have been welcome, and a map of the Common Tern's breeding range around 
the whole of tire northern hemisphere would have widened appreciation of this species. It was a 
small mistake to say that none bred at Dungeness in 1956-58. 

This is a book to be enjoyed. H . E. A X E L L 

The Birds of Buckinghamshire. Edited by Peter Lack and David 
Ferguson. Illustrations by Kim Atkinson, Philip Burton, Jane 
Cross, Crispin Fisher & David Mead. Buckinghamshire Bird Club, 
Burnham, 1993. 350 pages; ten black-and-white plates; 42 line-drawings; 98 
distribution maps; numerous histograms. ISBN 0-907823-12-2. £11.95. 
The long tradition of county avifaunas has served British ornithology well, and this is a most 
welcome addition. 

There are short chapters on the ornithological history of Buckinghamshire (which is meagre) 
and the topography and habitats of the county, which set the scene, but as always most space is 
given over to the systematic list, which runs to 264 pages. 

Design is spacious, with the outside one-third of each page blank, or containing the appropriate 
tetrad breeding-atlas map or histograms of seasonal distribution or annual totals. There are occa
sional decorative line-drawings. The integration of the breeding-distribution maps with the text is 
especially useful, and estimates of the total breeding population (made by David Ferguson) appear 
for every breeding species. The maps cover the years 1980-85 (with some limited gap-filling during 
1986) and the decision was wisely taken not to incorporate information gathered (regrettably using 
a different methodology, giving incompatible results) during 1988-91 for The Mew Atlas of Breeding 
Birds in Britain and Ireland. Unlike the accounts of most such surveys, die summary statistics for die 
maps are given as a separate table, rather than individually with each map, a system for which 
there are some advantages. Buckinghamshire's most widespread species is die Blackbird Turdus 
merula, found in 8 8 % of tetrads. Another table of losses and gains during the twentieth century 
shows that nine breeding species have disappeared from the county (all since 1947, the most 
recent being Whinchat Saxicola rubetra in 1983, Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus in 1984 and 
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Wryneck Jynx torquitla in 1985). On the other hand, 14 have been gained, the most recent being 
Ruddy Duck Oxywa jamakains in 1980 and Gadwall Anas strepera in 1985. 

A collection of county avifaunas forms an excellent basis for an ornithological reference library, 
and birdwatchers not only from Buckinghamshire itself, but also from all its neighbouring coun
ties, will find a great deal of interest here. How will the Buckinghamshire estimates of 1,000 pairs 
of Eurasian Jays Garrulus glandarius or 15,000 pairs of Yellowhammers Emberiza citrinella, for 
instance, compare with those from my own county of Bedfordshire? Peter Lack and David Fergu
son (and the whole team responsible for the surveys and the book) have provided much 
interesting reading for the present, and an invaluable source of reference for the future. 

J . T. R. S H A R R O C K 

Les Pies-Grieches d'Europe, d'Afrique du Nord et du Moyen-
Orient. By Norbert Lefranc. Delachaux et Niestle, Lausanne, 1993. 240 
pages; 23 colour plates; 9 colour illustrations; 12 line-drawings. ISBN 2-603-
00852-8. FF 195. 
Published in association with the WWF, this volume is part of a project to focus attention on the 
diminishing populations of shrikes (Laniidae) in central Europe. It deals with 11 species found in 
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East: nine typical shrikes of the genus Ijawts, plus Black-
crowned Tchagra Tchagra semgala and Rosy-patched Bushshrike Wiodophoneus crumius. 

A general introduction to the shrike family outlines classification, subfamilies and general 
characteristics. Monographs on the 11 species follow, each accompanied by a distribution map 
(showing breeding and wintering areas, and principal migration routes) and a full-page colour 
plate. The latter depict adult male, adult female and juvenile plumages, but not first-winter (an 
unfortunate omission, at least in the case of Isabelline Shrike L isabel&w, where the differences 
from Red-backed Shrike L. colkirio of similar age are thus left unelucidated). The texts cover range 
and systematics, identification, subspecies, biometrics, moult, breeding biology and migration, and 
are completed with a comprehensive bibliography. 

The final section includes a thought-provoking discussion of factors -both natural and man-
made affecting the survival of shrikes, including meteorological changes, habitat destruction, and 
intensive hunting in certain parts of southern Europe. Policies for conservation are outlined, with 
recommendations for areas to be designated, where suitable habitat is maintained and the use of 
chemicals eliminated. 

A welcome addition to the relatively limited literature on shrikes: it is to be hoped that both 
this volume and E. N. Panow's Die Wiirger der Palaarklis (1983) will one day appear in English 
editions. A. R. DEAN 

Manual of Ornithology: avian structure & function. By Noble S. 
Proctor & Patrick J. Lynch. Yale University Press, New Haven & 
London, 1993. xi + 340 pages; 4 black-and-white photographs and more than 
200 drawings. ISBN 0-300-5746-6. £30. 
The Manual of Ornithology should not be confused with other volumes bearing similar titles. This is 
not a general introduction to ornithology: it is an illustrated guide to bird anatomy aimed at 
undergraduates of North American universities. The dust jacket reveals that it is also meant for 
'bird lovers in general', but the publishers are being optimistic. The core of the book comprises 
chapters on systematics, bird topography, feathers, the skeleton, musculature, the digestive system, 
the circulatory system, the respiratory system, the urinogenital and endocrine systems and the 
nervous system. Each is illustrated with a number of large (and sometimes rather odd) drawings 
accompanied by a text, dissection instructions and a worksheet of questions. Those wishing to 
learn more about bird structure and function will find much to interest them, written in an 
accessible form. The last chapter on field techniques seems strangely out of place, with sections 
including where to look for birds on migration, choosing binoculars, telescopes and tripods, and 
keeping field notes. 

Universities with courses in ornithology will need this volume, but I am not sure who else will 
buy it. Appropriately, it comes in a dust-jacket from which bloodstains may easily be wiped. 

ALAN K N O X 
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