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Birds of Skokholm. By Michael Betts. Bioline, for the Dyfed Wildlife 
Trust, Cardiff, 1992. 74 pages; 19 line-drawings; 76 histograms and graphs. 
ISBN 0-9520432-0-3. Paperback £4.50. 
This book gives a concise, readable account of data gathered since Lockley began observations in 
1933. Along similar lines to Dymond's Birds ofhmdy and my Birds ofBardsey, information is readily 
comparable with that from these other west-coast islands. 

Past and current status for all 262 species, histograms showing peak occurrence, and breeding 
totals for selected species over 45 years (1946-90) are given. The vignettes are poorly reproduced 
and there is some lack of detail compared with the Lundy and Bardsey books: only half the 
number of histograms, no reference to numbers of years of occurrence for migrants and no 
tabulated breeding bird data is regrettable. I was left unsure whether records earlier than 1933 
exist some records for the 1920s are mentioned, but not referenced-—and I see no records that 
relate to Mathew (1894) in the bibliography. 

This will, however, be useful for anyone needing an overview of the ornithological riches of this 
famous, attractive Welsh island. Closer scrutiny and comparison with similar published data for 
other bird observatories and migration hot-spots should interest everyone, from twitchers to 
students of bird migration and island avifaunas. P. J . ROBERTS 

Birds of Hampshire. Edited by J. M. Clark & J. A. Eyre. Hampshire 
Ornithological Society, Fleet, 1993. 512 pages; 36 colour plates; 4 black-and-
white plates; 83 line-drawings; 96 distribution maps; 81 histograms; 81 tables. 
ISBN 0-9509805- 1-X. £22.50. 
When plans for this book were first discussed ten years ago, my intentions were to offer my 
services in any useful way possible. In the event, although I participated in the breeding survey, 
other commitments precluded me from any further involvement. I have, therefore, awaited its 
publication eagerly. My initial reaction on opening this book was one of considerable admiration. 
Clearly, a great deal of time, thought and hard work has been put into its planning, writing, 
editing and production, with the very highest standards in mind: it will delight the many who are 
sure to purchase it. 

Chapters include 'An Introduction to Hampshire' by Colin Tubbs, 'Twentieth Century 
Ornithology in Hampshire' by Richard Leach and Norman Pratt, 'The Birdwatching Year' by 
John Eyre, followed by the systematic list, and, finally, a gazetteer, a list of Hampshire observers 
1951-92, references (11 pages) and an index. 

The systematic list runs to 425 pages, covering 348 species recorded in Hampshire. The 
accounts review the status of species from the last century up to the present day, recording 
fluctuations or marked changes, and in many cases putting this information into a national (or 
even international) context, including ringing recoveries. The texts are highly detailed, but 
eminently readable, not just listing facts and observations, but with considered and intelligent 
comments. Histograms and tables abound, and every one is pertinent. Hampshire has one of the 
longest series of regular wader and wildfowl counts of any British county, and the data are used 
to the full. 

Associated with Hampshire's rich diversity of habitats is a wealth of rare birds or those with 
more specialised requirements, so there is much to interest those outside the county. For the first 
time since the 1940s, 'the true facts' are published on the New Forest Honey-buzzards Perms 
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aphonia: including numbers of pairs, of nests and of breeding attempts, breeding success and 
productivity (133 young flew during 1954-92), causes of failure, and so on. 

The breeding maps are the superbly presented result of a tetrad survey undertaken in 1986-91, 
This followed the methods of the first B T O Atlas (Sharrock 1976), and three sizes of red squares 
denote confirmed, probable and possible breeding. Where a species' breeding status has changed 
significantly over the years (e.g. Red-backed Shrike Lanius wllurio, Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra), 
additional symbols in paler red indicate this. For instance, the map for Cirl Bunting Etnberiza cirlus 
shows the species' diminishing fortunes from 1939-60 to 1961-70 and to 1971-85 (Girl no longer 
breeds in the county). 

The magnificent colour photographs depict 15 habitats and 21 bird species, the latter generally 
being typical of the former. 

This is a superb book of huge value both to present and to future birdwatchers. Of the many 
county avifaunas published in recent years, this is certainly one of the best, and perhaps the best: 
as John Taverner puts it in his Foreword, 'a model for county bird-books'. I congratulate all 
involved in this outstanding work, and strongly recommend that its format and method of 
presentation be studied very closely by those planning their own avifaunas. 

D A V I D A. C H R I S T I E 

Crows and Jays: a guide to the crows, jays and magpies of the 
world. By Steve Madge & Hilary Burn. Christopher Helm Publishers, 
London, 1993. 191 pages; 30 colour plates. ISBN 0-7136-3999-7. £25.95. 
Intelligent, crafty and much maligned, the crow family is a fascinating group comprising birds 
that occur on every continent except Antarctica in habitats as diverse as tropical rain forest and 
desert. They range- from the wheatear-sized Hume's Ground Jay Pseudopedoces humilis (45 g) to die 
largest of all passerine birds, the Thick-billed Raven Corvus crassirostris (1,500 g), and, in addition to 
the familiar monochrome species, some occur in dazzling colours (Turquoise Jay Cyanolyca turcosa, 
Blue Jay Cyanocilta cristate, Green Jay Cyanocurax yncas, cf. Brown Jay Psilorhinm marie. Grey Jay 
Pmsorms canadensis and Unicolourcd Jay Aphehcoma unicohr) and they include species with curly 
crests and long tails. Although crows are generally unpopular and many are considered to be 
pests, no fewer than 22 species are currently endangered. 

Crows and Jays is the most recent in a series of what the publishers refer to as 'identification 
.guides', although I cannot imagine that any birdwatcher would ever take even one of these guides 
to a particular family away with him or her. Nonetheless, like others in the series, this is a nice 
book to have as reference material—not least in the present case because every one of the 120 
species of crow is illustrated in colour. There have been a number of previous books on the crow 
family, notably Derek Goodwin's Crows of the World (1976), but this is the first one to do this. Crows 
and Jays is divided into two basic sections. The beautiful and accurate plates painted by Hilary 
Burn are accompanied on the facing page by identification hints and a world distribution map 
(showing breeding, wintering and resident ranges). The systematic section provides a useful 
synopsis of each species, concentrating on identification features, including geographical variation, 
but also covering (mainly using secondary sources) the habits, breeding, habitat, distribution, and 
status. 

The quality of production is generally high, although it is a pity that the publishers did not take 
a little more trouble: there are some very tight margins, the pages facing some plates are crowded, 
and a few of the maps could have been better printed. It is also clear that the publishers did not 
feel that this would be an important guide to further reading, since the bibliography is poorly 
produced and, like the index, is printed in unnecessarily tiny type. T h e author and artist, 
however, should be congratulated on producing a useful volume. T . R . BlRKHEAD 
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Birds of Bahrain. By Tom Nightingale and Mike Hill. Immel 
Publishing, London. 1993. 283 pages; 172 colour plates; 3 black-and-white 
plates, ISBN 0907151-79-5. £45.00. 
This is not an identification guide, but a comprehensive account of the bird life of the smallest 
Arabian country an island in the Arabian Gulf. 

The main section is the systematic list, which covers the 294 species recorded in Bahrain. For 
each, the first paragraph deals with the global situation and the second details the bird's status in 
Bahrain in a very readable way, acknowledging all relevant observations. Another section deals 
with the breeding birds: only 20 species are known to breed, but include Socotra Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax nigrogularis, Sooty Falcon Fako concohr and White-cheeked Tern Sterna repressa. In 
addition, Bahrain has six introduced breeding species, with a further five that may breed; a study 
of their effect on the native residents would be extremely interesting. 

The book is valuable for the visiting birdwatcher in outlining the main habitats, giving a 
monthly account of what can be seen, and notably including a chapter on the important sites, 
together with clear maps. 

A nicely produced book, some fine photographs and presented in a very readable style. 
R I C H A R D P O R T K R 

The Atlas of Breeding Birds of Alberta. Edited by Glen P. 
Semenchuk. Federation of Alberta Naturalists, Edmonton, 1993. 400 pages; 
over 250 colour plates; 19 line-drawings; over 250 distribution maps. ISBN 
0-9696134-0-7. C$45.00. 
VVith 6,623 10 km X 10 km squares (compared with the 3,862 in Britain and Ireland), and 943 
atlassers (compared with approximately 10,000 here), there would be coverage problems even if 
there was ready road access throughout Alberta. The co-ordinators in Alberta nominated a 
'priority squares' zone in each 20 km X 20 km block in the south, and one in each 100 km X 
100 km plot in the north- one in four and one in 100, respectively). In these, a minimum of 20 
hours of atlassing effort was required, with every habitat being visited, and 75% of expected 
species to be recorded, and breeding confirmed for at least 50% and probable breeding for a 
further 35%. Non-priority squares were also atlassed, usually in areas close to where observers 
lived, giving a final achievement of one-third of all squares being covered during the five-year 
survey period, 1987-91. Thus, it is essential when viewing this atlas always to bear in mind the 
survey coverage map, for huge swathes of the north of Alberta remain completely uncovered. 

The results are shown by dot-distribution maps, but using filled dots, circles containing a cross 
and open circles in place of the usual, standard three sizes of dot. These are shown in black on 
top of six-colour maps showing 'natural regions' (a combination of vegetation zones, altitude and 
geology): Grassland, Parkland, Foothills, Boreal Forest, Rocky Mountain and Canadian Shield. 
One can, therefore, interpret the maps and extrapolate from the sometimes thin scattering of dots, 
for if there are even a few dots for a species within the vast Boreal Forest zone, for example, it is 
likely that the species occurs throughout that area. 

The project started with the aim of recording not only breeding status, but also relative 
abundance, for all the breeding bird species. The first year's data showed, however, that 
information on the latter was being collected inconsistently, so the recording of relative-abundance 
information was suspended in the subsequent four years. 

In the main body of the adas, one page is devoted to each species, with a colour photograph 
and paragraphs on Status, Distribution, Habitat, Nesting and general Remarks, as well as the 
standard map already described. 

Of obvious great interest to birders living in or visiting Alberta, this volume will also be of 
considerable value in showing the precise distributions in relation to the natural regions of this 
part of Canada. It would have been useful to have had the unsurveyed squares marked (perhaps 
with tiny dots) on each map, or transparent overlays provided showing them, to assist in 
interpretation of the distributions, particularly of the northernmost species. Unlike most other bird 
atlases, no counts are given of the number of squares in which each species was recorded 
(although there is space at the bottom left of each map where this could usefully have been 
inserted). 1 searched die map of Grey-cheeked Thrush Cathams minimus for some rime before I 
spotted the remark in the text that: 'No records for this species were obtained during the atlas 
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project.' In comparison, there are many dots on the map for Swainson's Thrush C. ustulatus, and: 
'It was recorded in 42% of surveyed squares in the Rocky Mountain region, 46% in the Foothills 
region, over 30% in the Canadian Shield and Boreal Forest regions, and 11% in the Parkland 
region', but the reader would need to count up the dots to discover the actual total (a figure 
which must surely have been readily available from tile project's computer files). 

The highest number of species (including non-breeding transients) recorded in any 10-km 
square was 227, and the highest number of breeding species in any square was 139. The most 
widespread breeding species was American Robin Tardus migratorius, found in 1,159 squares, 
followed by Barn Swallow Himndo rustica, Red-winged Blackbird Agelaius phoeniceus and Mallard 
Anas phlyrhynchos. J . T . R . S H A R R O C K 

S j d f a g e l b o k e n : f a l t b e s t a m n i i i g a v 
s trackande sjofaglar. By Bertil Breife, 
Niklas H o l m s t r o m & Lars Blomqvis t . 
(Var Fagelvdrld Supplement 18, Sveriges Orni-
tologiska Forening, Stenasa, 1993. 208 pages. 
ISBN 91-88124-04-5. SKr 220) A field guide to 
all 86 species of migrating seabird- also in
cluding divers, grebes and wildfowl- recorded 
from the Swedish coastline (hence e.g. Wilson's 
Storm-petrel Oceamtes oceankus is not included, 
but Laughing Gull Ixmis atridtla and Briin-
nich's Guillemot Una lomuia are). Excellent 
species accounts, especially the paragraphs on 
shape, flight action, flying zone (i.e. in relation 
to surface and to coast) and flocking be
haviour. Over 400 black-and-white flight pho
tos provide an invaluable asset for all 
seawatchers. Highly recommended. DAC 

Blackburn's Birds: the bird paint ings of 
J e m i m a B l a c k b u r n . E d i t e d b y R o b 
Fairley. (Canongate Press, Edinburgh, 1993. 
112 pages.'ISBN 0-86241-436-9. £25.00) This 
rxx>k came as a revelation. I knew her name, 
but little else, certainly not the rare talent that 
has been hidden from us for too long. Jemima 
Blackburn lived from 1823 to 1909, mostly in 
Scotland. She outshone many of her better-
known contemporary bird painters because of 
her main method of working -directly from 
lite. Her work is fresh, lively and accurate, 
particularly the sketches and studies. T h e 
more-finished work is delightfully composed 
and decorative. Rob Fairley has researched 
Jemima Blackburn for ten years and already 
published a full biography. After a fascinating 
introduction to a remarkable woman, we are 
treated to over 50 colour plates, with texts 
taken largely from her two most successful 
books, Birds from .Nature and Birds from Moidart. 

R O B E R T G U . I . M O R 

B i r d P o p u l a t i o n S t u d i e s : r e l e v a n c e to 
conservat ion and m a n a g e m e n t . Edited 
b y C . M . P e r r i n s , J . - D . L e b r e t o n & 
G. J. M . Hirons . (Oxford University Press, 
Oxford, 1993. 683 pages; numerous line illus
t ra t ions and tables . ISBN 0-19-854082-5 . 
Paperback £25.00) Published in hardback in 
1991, now available in paperback. Contains 30 
con t r ibu t ions from E u r o p e a n and Nor th 
American authors concerning the dynamics of 
avian population change, and the way such 
studies can be applied, particularly to bird con
servation. Important information and ideas, of 
increasing relevance as more bird species 
approach local or global extinction, make this 
book well worthy of the wider readership that 
a cheaper format may bring. Of special value 
are the concluding papers, which summarise 
global problems of bird conservation and dis
cuss how knowledge of the dynamics of popu
lations, particularly small ones, may help in 
defining conservation priorities and in devising 
practical and effective strategies for averting 
future extinctions. J O H N M A R C H A N T 

T r a n a n : s t u d i e r i e n e u r o a s i a t i s k a 
t ranans b io log i . By P. O . Swanberg , 
Kjell Bylin and o thers . (Var Fagebarld Sup
plement 17, Sveriges Omitologiska Forening, 
Stockholm, 1993. 167 pages. ISBN 91-88124-
03-7. SKr 220) The life of the Common 
Crane Grus grits, and the most up-to-date work 
on this charismatic bird. The Swedish text 
(with brief chapter summaries in English) re
veals an intimate knowledge of and genuine 
enthusiasm for the species, written with feeling 
yet with no loss of scientific objectivity. For 
most people, the appeal will lie in the many 
original photographs (colour and black-and-
white), some of them quite superb. What a 
splendid book! DAC 
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