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Identification Guide to European Non-Passerines. BTO Guide 
24. By Kevin Baker. British Trust for Ornithology, Thetford, 1993. 332 
pages; 170 line-drawings. ISBN 0-903793-18-0. £15.00. 
This book has been designed for bird-ringers, but it is highly relevant for field ornithologists as 
well. Indeed, everyone interested in birds should buy a copy. Correct identification is essential 
for ornithological studies, and the B T O is to be congratulated on the publication of another 
landmark guide, albeit 16 years after the wader guide. 

The introductory section gives an excellent explanation of ageing and sexing techniques. 
Modern optical equipment gives the opportunity for field ornithologists to use much more de
tailed plumage characteristics for identification than was previously realised. Being able to 
identify the age and sex of the birds that you are watching can add considerable value to your 
observations. It is also good training for the identification of unfamiliar species and subspecies. 

Kevin Baker's carefully written text and detailed illustrations are easy to use. Each family 
has an introduction, giving the basic details of feather structure, moult, and so on. The species 
accounts then give criteria for differentiating between the sexes and between juvenile and 
adult plumages. For some species, recognisable differences have been established for more age 
classes. 

Inevitably, comparisons will be made with Svensson's passerine guide, and there will be dis
appointment because this non-passerine guide makes no attempt to be comprehensive. It is 
more bulky, but with less information. The spacious layout may be useful for margin notes, 
but perhaps more thought could have been given to keeping what is essentially a field guide as 
small as possible. 

Most of the species likely to be encountered in Britain and Ireland are covered, but 
Europeans will be quite disappointed. Some groups are actually covered comprehensively, 
notably the divers, grebes, waterfowl, rails and crakes. Gamebirds are omitted completely, 
which is particularly disappointing for Common Quail Cotumix cotumix aficionados, and wider 
coverage would particularly have been appreciated for storm-petrels, herons, raptors, gulls, 
terns, owls and woodpeckers. 

It does, however, seem churlish to be critical of such a long and eagerly awaited volume. 
One must hope that the B T O will persuade Kevin Baker that its extension and revision is a 
very high priority. This is especially important since the publication is sure to stimulate inter
est and will result in previously unpublished information being written up and made available. 
Perhaps a loose-leaf format could be developed which would facilitate piecemeal revision? 

The non-passerine guide provides a huge amount of information for only £\b—it is a 
bargain. STEPHEN R.UMSEY 

Ecologische Atlas van de Nederlandse Roofvogels. By Rob G. 
Bijlsma. Schuyt Haarlem, 1993. 350 pages; 179 colour plates; 6 black-and-
white plates; numerous distribution maps, figures, histograms and graphs. ISBN 
90-6097-348-8. £50.00. 
This strikingly illustrated, large-format book is an ecological atlas of raptors, covering the 12 
species of diurnal birds of prey that nest or sometimes nest in the Netherlands. The basic data 
were collected in the nor theastern third of the country during 1984-91, but these are 
supplemented from other regions and from national archives. Thirty local raptor-monitoring 
schemes have contributed, in a spirit of co-operation that we in Britain must envy, and many 
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hundreds of observers. Breeding phenology, feeding ecology and, where appropriate to the 
Netherlands, migration and wintering are discussed both by species and comparatively, and in 
remarkable detail. National breeding distributions are plotted quantitatively by 5-km squares, 
lengthy chapters on Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis and Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorm; both 
ubiquitous in larger Dutch forests, are of special interest from the British perspective. 

Although in Dutch, the book has bilingual captions to its many maps, graphs and tables, and a 
full 15-page summary entirely in English. While some information and interpretation is inevitably 
lost to the non-Dutch reader, the book can be highly recommended to any raptor enthusiast, as a 
visual feast and as a compendium of hard-won and rarely available data. 

J O H N H . M A R C H A N T 

Wildfowl. By Malco lm Ogilvie & Bruce Pearson. Hamlyn, London, 
1994. 160 pages; 50 colour plates; 17 black-and-white line-drawings. ISBN 0-
600-57973-5. £14.99. 
The Hamlyn Bird Behaviour Series has produced books, so far, on Birds of Prey and on Seabirds. 
For birdwatchers, the approach is new, and is based on the correct assumption that differences in 
behaviour are 'an invaluable aid to identification'. Wildfowl are a well-studied group and, in addi
tion, are familiar to anyone who enjoys walking near lakes, reservoirs, rivers or around the coast. 

Dr Malcolm Ogilvie is excellently qualified to write such a guide for wildfowl-watchers; he 
worked for many years for The Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust, and has written books on ducks and 
geese, as well as being on the editorial board of British Birds. He deals with many patterns of wild
fowl behaviour, such as feeding, flying, social and breeding habits, comfort movements, resting 
and sleeping. A number of detailed aspects are illustrated most attractively by Bruce Pearson. A 
gazetteer at the end of the book catalogues the best wildfowl-watching sites in Europe. As is often 
the case with lists, some of the details are out of date; birds, and especially wildfowl, are astonish
ingly mobile, so that numbers at any particular estuary or nature reserve can double or be deci
mated within a season or two as populations shift between sites hundreds of kilometres apart. 

Malcolm deals with such frequently asked questions as why geese and swans fly in V-formation, 
who leads the flock and which of the many theories are simplest and therefore the ones likely to 
be preferred. Queries about the benefits of flocking are also examined, and possible answers are 
teased out of the conflicting hypotheses. 

He is good at describing for his readers how to distinguish the three British swans when they 
are in flight or sitting on the water at a distance; I know that he himself can distinguish the vari
ous British geese in flight, but he docs not tell us precisely how he docs it. Nevertheless, this is an 
attractive book which I believe waterfowl enthusiasts will enjoy. JANET K K A R 

Atlas des Oiseaux Nicheurs en Limousin. By SEPOL (Societe pour 
PEtude et la Protection des Oiseaux en Limousin) . Lucien Souny, 
Limoges, 1993. 221 pages; eight colour plates; 133 line-drawings; 133 
distribution maps. ISBN 2-905262-68-0. FF150. 
This is the local breeding-bird arias for three adjoining departements in Central France (Correze, 
Creuse and Haute-Vienne), work for which was carried out during the seven years 1984-90 (with 
some additional records for 1991) using the standard international categories of breeding 
evidence, plotted by the 278 10 km X 7 km rectangles of the French 1/50000 map series. The 
text is wholly in French; the breeding evidence is shown by means of the standard three sizes of 
dot in green on maps which also show height of land by increasingly dark grey shading. 

What makes this adas stand out from amongst the many others from distant parts of the world 
is the illustrations by Francois Desbordes: not only accurate and beautifully observed line-drawings 
at the heading of each species account, but also eight highly evocative habitat paintings (including 
typical birds), which really bring this region of France to life for the reader from elsewhere in the 
world. The illustrations turn this already excellent piece of scientific work into a collector's item 
for anyone who appreciates bird art. J . T . R. SHARROCK 
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