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Wildwatch Information System, version 2, with UKMap. 3.5-in. or 
5.25-in. computer disc, 44-p. manual. Computer Concepts (Northern), South 
Shields, 1994. £79.00. 
Input your bird records with date, place, grid reference, numbers, etc., and output them as sorted 
lists or as dots on custom-drawn maps. The map-drawing facility of this DOS-based program is 
very basic, but you can import scanned images, provided you have access to a scanner. Even so, 
the results are not impressive. The linked UKMap plots your records on an outline of Britain, 
and you can zoom to a single 100-km square overlaid with a 10-km grid, though the provided 
outline is very crude—I could barely recognise Islay or adjacent islands when I zoomed to its 
100-km square—and there are no county boundaries. A second map shows counties, but with no 
zoom facility. Although UKMap plots records input into WildWatch, you cannot access it di
rectly, but have to exit the latter and load UKMap separately. The maps from both programs 
can be printed, but much detail is lost without a colour printer. 

There is the basis of a good idea here, but it needs further development to become really use
ful. Although minimum requirements are an 8086 computer with 512K memory, I found the 
map-drawing slow even on a 486SX. MALCOLM O G I L V I E 

Checklist of Birds of the Afrotropical and Malagasy Regions, vol. 
1: Species l imits and distribution. By R. J. Dowsett & A. D. 
Forbes-Watson. Tauraco Press, liege, 1993. 374 pages. ISBN 2-87225-000-
X. £15.00. 

A Contribution to the Distribution and Taxonomy of Afrotropical 
and Malagasy Birds. Tauraco Research Report no. 5. Edited by 
!R. J. Dowsett & F. Dowsett-Lemaire. Tauraco Press, Liege, 1993. 389 
pages. ISBN 2-87225-010-X. £15.00. 
The senior author, as productive in desktop publishing as in field ornithology, has been troubled 
as to how best to present these scholarly reviews and compendious tabulations. Books or papers? 
How many? The awaited volume 2 of the Checklist, by Dowsett, promises a full synonymy of all 
species and races. Volume 1, and the Contribution (itself two distinct works), seem to be offered to 
the same readership as companion works—one even refers to the other as 'accompanying'—yet 
they differ in size and binding, and overlap very considerably in content. Following a list of 2,176 
species with scientific, English and French names, and locations in works such as The Birds of 
Africa, the bulk of the Checklist is a huge table showing the status of each bird species in 48 coun
tries and islands; 350 literature references and trilingual indexes complete the book. 

Part I of the Contribution is Afrotropical Avifaunas: annotated country checklists by Dowsett in 322 pages, 
an authoritative country-by-country checklist, with comprehensive documentation of status. Part 2 
is Comments on the Taxonomy of some Afrotropical Bird Species by Dowsett and F. Dowsett-Lemaire in 67 
pages; it discusses taxonomic changes adopted in the Checklist and contains many sonagrams. 
Discussion is valuable, but in places dogmatic; for instance, claims that 'We have shown that Batis 
capensis and B. mixta are not conspecific . . . and that reichenowi ought to be treated as a form of B. 
capensis' are not supported by the self-citations given. 

Academics will value both books. Inveterate Africa birders will need them, too; but not in the 
rucksack. C . H . FRY 
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Atlas der Brutvogel Osterreichs. Edited by Michael Dvorak, 
Andreas Ranner & Hans-Martin Berg. Osterreichischen Gesellschaft fiir 
Vogelkunde, Wien, 1993. 527 pages; 15 colour plates; over 200 distribution 
maps. ISBN 3-85457-121-6. AS190. 

Atlas der Brutvogel Ostdeutschlands: Mecklenburg/Vorpommern, 
Brandenburg, Sachsen-Anhalt, Sachsen, Thuringen. Compiled by 
Bernd Nicolai. Gustav Fischer Verlagjena, Stuttgart, 1993. 314 pages; over 
200 distribution maps. ISBN 3-334-60440-3. Paperback DM48. 

Atlas der Verbreitung und Haufigkeit der Brutvogel Deutschlands. 
By Goetz Rheinwald. Dachverband Deutscher Avifaunisten, Berlin, 1993. 
264 pages; 236 distribution maps. Paperback DM25. 

These three books are the breeding-bird atlases of, respectively, Austria, the eastern part of 
Germany (the former GDR) and the whole of Germany (the former FRG and GDR combined). 
All three are wholly in German, except that the Austrian and German adases include English 
bird names, and the Austrian and East German atlases both have exceedingly useful one-page 
summaries in English. All three were published almost simultaneously, in 1993, but relate to work 
carried out during, respectively, 1981-85, 1978-82 and 1980-85. Those for Austria and East 
Germany both follow the standard recommended criteria established by the European 
Ornithological Atlas Committee (three grades of breeding evidence, 'possible', 'probable' and 
'confirmed'). The Austrian maps show the three categories by open, shaded and filled circles in 
green on a black map outline, while that for East Germany uses the standard three different sizes 
of dot (black on a black map oudine). The third adas, covering the whole of Germany, differs 
from the other two in giving quantitative results: there are five sizes of dot (blue on a black out
line), indicating the number of pairs within the recording unit (1-10, 10-100, and so on up to 
10,000-100,000). The East German adas includes quantitative maps for 20 species, using different 
scales of abundance for each, as appropriate. 

Of the three publications, that for Austria is the most lavish, in hardback format with a double-
page spread for each species; the two German volumes are both in softback, with one page per 
species. The Austrian atlas has four coloured transparent overlays, and the quantitative German 
atlas has seven monochrome transparent overlays showing climatic and topographical features. 

Apart from the first two being qualitative and the third quantitative, the main difference be
tween the three atlases lies in the size of the grid. The Austrian adas uses a veiy fine grid, each 
recording unit measuring 34.7 km2; that for East Germany is intermediate, at 126 km2; and that 
for the whole of Germany is the coarsest (625 km2). Thus, the grid for East Germany is roughly 
the same as that used in our own breeding and wintering atlases, that for Austria shows the distri
bution almost three times more precisely, whereas that for the whole of Germany is six times 
coarser. 

The two most widespread species in Austria proved to be Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs (found in 
81% of squares) and Blackbird Tardus merula (76%), closely followed by Black Redstart Phoenicians 
ochruros and Chiffchaff Phylbscopus collybila (both 75%). The top three in East Germany were 
Chaffinch (99.9%), House Sparrow Passer domesfkus (99.8%) and Sky Lark Alauda amemis (99.7%). 
Over the whole of Germany, the commonest species was estimated to be Chaffinch (10.9 million 
breeding pairs), followed by Great Tit Parus major (10.4 million) and Blackbird (8.5 million). 

Unlike most national and regional atlases, none of these three includes decorative bird illustra
tions, although the Austrian atlas includes some fine habitat photographs. British birders will, 
however, be turning with interest to the maps of species such as Wallcreeper Tkkodroma muraria, 
Syrian Woodpecker Dendmcopos syriacus and other local 'specialities'. 

These three volumes are complementary, and anyone interested in the breeding distributions of 
birds in central Europe will undoubtedly wish to purchase all three, which provide a fitting testi
mony to the dedicated labours of hundreds of voluntary fieldworkers. J . T. R. SHARROCK. 

[We have been informed that a 100-page English version of the Austrian breeding-bird atlas 
(Dvorak, Ranner & Berg, 1993) is in preparation for publication in autumn 1994. EDS] 
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