
Yellow-throated Vireo: new to 
Britain and Ireland 

I was birding in Kenidjack valley, north of St Just, Cornwall, during the 
morning of 20th September 1990. I had watched the area regularly during 

the previous seven years. Mentally, I tossed a coin and decided to check the 
bushes at the bottom of die valley just one more time. This paid off. 

The valley seemed very quiet, but, at the last bush, around 09.00 GMT, I 
noticed a movement at the back and focused on the wings of what I thought 
could be a Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca. When it flitted around to the 
front of the bush, however, it showed a gleaming yellow throat. It proceeded 
to flycatch in the open. I was so excited and shaking that I had to sit down 
and study the bird with my telescope. 

I quickly ruled out the American wood-warblers Dendroka already on the 
British List, as I was impressed by the remarkable yellow throat and face, un-
streaked, bright green upperparts, broad white wing-bars and the heavyish 
blue-grey bill and legs. After making mental notes I rushed back to the house 
to consult the National Geographic Society Field Guide to the Birds of North America 
(1983). To my surprise, none of the wood-warblers seemed to fit. Only two, 
the Pine Warbler D. pinus and the Cerulean Warbler D. cerulea, seemed even 
remotely close. I tried unsuccessfully to phone several local people, but eventu
ally succeeded in speaking to Richard Millington and described the bird to 
him. He telephoned some other people to try to confirm the sighting. 

In the meantime, I went back for another look and, after 45 minutes' 
searching, I had brief, but good, views. I was reminded of Red-eyed Vireo 
Vireo olwaceus, by the jizz and the bluish bill and legs. Quickly turning my 
mind to vireos, I realised that it was, of course, a Yellow-throated Vireo V. 

fkvifrons, a first for the Western Palearctic. 
I left a friend, R. Ingham, at the site while I went back to the telephone. 

The first local birders arrived about midday, when the vireo was not showing. 
After an agonising two-hour wait, it reappeared and showed well to the few of 
us present that evening. Although quite elusive, the bird was seen by many 
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hundreds of people during the weekend, was photographed (Brit. Birds 84: 
plate 253; 87: plates 96-101), and stayed until 27th September. 

Description 
sizii Roughly that of a Robin Erithacus rubecuh. 
Quite sturdy and long-winged, with a medium-
length, slightly notched tail and a thick bill. 
Pl.UMAGK Head Forehead, crown and nape 
bright olive-green. Bright yellow eye-ring con
t inued forward to the base of the upper 
mandible, giving a spectacled effect. Thin 
green loral stripe and slightly darker eyebrow 
above the yellow stripe in front of the eye. 
Ear-coverts washed-out green, merging into 
yellow throat. Upperparts Most of mantle bright 
olive-green; lower back, scapulars and rump 
uniform blue-grey. Tail blackish, with white 

outer feathers. Wings Lesser coverts blue-grey, 
as scapulars; median coverts tipped white to 
form a clear wing-bar. Greater coverts also 
tipped white, forming a second, broad white 
bar. Inner greater coverts blue-grey. Tcrtials 
blackish, with clear white fringes. Secondaries 
blackish, with white fringes and a diffuse green 
wash. Alula and primary coverts black, with 
pale fringes. Primaries black, with clear white 
tips. Underparls T h r o a t and breast br ight 
daffodil-yellow, ending quite abruptly against 
white lower breast; belly and undertail-coverts 
silky white. 
BARE PARIS Eyes black. Bill and legs blue-grey. 

The virco foraged rather sluggishly and deliberately in bushes and also in 
bracken Pteridium aquilinum and knotwecd Polygonum. When it found an insect, 
it would often fly up to a bush to eat it. It sometimes flew up to 200 m to 
a new feeding area and could be elusive, often sitting motionless for several 
minutes at a time. 

Andrew Birch, 37 Blenheim Avenue, HighjieU, Southampton, Hampshire S02 WW 

Rob Hume, Chairman of the British Birds Rarities Committee, has commented: 'As well as the 
notes by the finder, Andrew Birch, a supporting description was also supplied by John F. Ryan, at 
the request of the Committee. The identilication of this vireo was straightforward. That it was not 
a brain-taxing exercise for the identification pundits was made up for by the fact that it was such 
a superb bird. 

'Identification of vireos was discussed recently by BBRC member Colin Bradshaw (Brit. Birds 
86: 651 -653). Yellow-throated is one of three strongly patterned species, together with White-eyed 
Virco V. grimts and Solitary Vireo V. solitarius. White-eyed has a white throat, while Solitary has a 
blue-grey head and white throat and breast, making the double white wing-bars combined with 
yellow throat and breast of Yellow-throated diagnostic. Blackpoll WJarbler Dendroka striata is more 
slender, with a finer bill, softly streaked upperparts, quite different head pattern and narrower, 
longer white wing-bars more parallel with the edge of the closed wing.' 

Dr Alan Knox, past Chairman of the British Ornithologists' Union Records Committee, has 
commented as follows: 'Few records which the BOURC has seen recently have been as straight
forward to assess as this one: the paperwork completed its postal circulation of the Committee in 
a little over one month. Excellent photographs and two good sets of notes left little doubt about 
the identilication. The Committee was not aware of any Yellow-throated Vireos in captivity in 
Britain, and the species was added to category A of the British & Irish List (Ibis 134: 380). 

'There were no problems over the Yellow-throated Vireo, but, with apparently straightforward 
cases like this, it is important that standards should not be allowed to slip. Even with readily iden
tifiable birds seen by hundreds of people, more than one observer should submit notes. In addi
tion, photographs on their mm are not usually acceptable. Whilst the B O U R C would, under 
exceptional circumstances, consider records based on recently published descriptions, it is reluc
tant to do so. First-hand evidence is always preferable, if for no other reasons than that typo
graphical errors may occur, photographs may inadvertently get switched, and an author's original 
meaning may quite innocently get changed by an editor improving the readability of an article. 
There is still a reluctance to accept single-observer sight records and, if only one set of notes is 
submitted or published, this is effectively what a record becomes. Several sets of original notes add 
greatly to the value of any record, as different observers will note different details. It is important 
to ensure that an adequate account of all major rarities exists in the files.' EDS 

ffijThc inclusion of plates 96-101 has been subsidised by support from Carl £eiss (Oberkochm) Ltd 


	Yellow-throated Vireo: new to Britain and Ireland
	Description


