
REVIEWS 

Birds of Iberia 
By Clive Finlayson & David Tomlinson. 
Mirador Publications, Fuengirola, 1993. 220 pages; over 150 colour plates; 19 line-drawings. 
ISBN 84-88127-08-1. £20.00. 

This colourful book will surely achieve the 
authors' commendable hope of helping 
towards the conservation of birds in Spain. It 
provides excellent background to the 
countryside and 150 selected bird species, and 
is certain to encourage bird-interested visitors. 

The chapter on 'Regions of Spain' gives a 
broad idea of the habitats and the interesting 
birds of each area. 

There are five chapters in which well-
chosen birds have been selected for comment 
on habitat, range and status. The information 
is concise, accurate and up to date, and is 
backed by excellent colour photographs, 
which will act as a further enticement to Spain. 
As help towards field identification, however, 
they carry the usual drawbacks of failing 
wholly to convey major characteristics and 
jizz. The photographs of larks (Alaudidae), the 
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus and dark-
phase (untitled) Booted Eagle Hieraaetus 
pennatus may confuse rather than help. 

After selecting the 150 most interesting 
birds from the Spanish list, a chapter such as 
'Other birds' becomes necessary. It is, however, 

a messy list, 'lumping' accidental buntings 
Emberiza with common finches (Fringillidae), 
for instance. 

The selection on further reading is helpful. 
The publishers also list their Spanish wares 
under their own selected term of 'great'. How 
could they fail to list in one of these sections 
the three greatest of them all? Chapman & 
Buck's Wild Spain and Unexplored Spain and 
Willoughby Verner's My Life amongst the Wild 
Birds of Spain* 

With so many books on sale, the keen 
birdwatcher, without a bottomless pocket, 
must decide how to budget his library and the 
need-to-own factor is important. From this 
point of view, this book is not for the keen 
birdwatcher with his special need for detailed 
information, particularly on exact bird sites 
and habitats. It is, however, an excellent buy 
for the bird-interested tourist. It will also 
encourage members of the huge British 
expatriate colonies to leave their Costas and 
explore Spain and its birds. 
Tom Gullick 

Norsk Fugleatlas: Hekkefuglenes utbredelse og bestandsstatus i Norge. 
Edited by Jan Ove Gjershaug, Per Gustav Thingstad, Steinar Eldoy & Stein 
Byrkjeland. Illustrated by Trond Haugskott, Viggo Ree & Rune Roalkvam. 
Norsk Ornitologisk Forening, Klaebu, 1994. 551 pages; 254 illustrations; over 200 
distribution maps. ISBN 82-990868-2-5. 

This atlas of the breeding birds of Norway has 
a familiar look, with the traditional double-
page spread, text facing distribution map, with 
red dots of the three standard European sizes 
showing possible, probable and confirmed 
breeding within 10 X 10 km squares, and 
attractive, decorative line-drawings of each 
species. The main fieldwork period spans ten 
years, from 1977 to 1986. The text is wholly 
in Norwegian, but the crisply reproduced full-
page distribution maps can be understood 
internationally. The number of dots in each 
category is shown on each map, and a five-
page table gives population estimates with 
trends for both numbers and range for each 
species. 

Currently increasing markedly in both 

numbers and range are Fulmar Fulmams 
glacialis, Northern Gannet Moms bassanus, 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor, Greylag Goose Anser 
anser, Canada Goose Branta canadensis, 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula, White-tailed 
Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla, Peregrine Falcon 
Falco peregrinus, Grey Wagtail Motacilla 
cinerea, and Thrush Nightingale Luscinia 
luscinia. On the decline both in numbers and 
in range are Lesser White-fronted Goose 
Anser erythropus, Osprey Pandion haliaetus, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus of the 
nominate race, Yellow Wagtails Motacilla flava 
of both the nominate blue-headed race and 
yellow-headed flavissima, Yellowhammer 
Emberiza citrinella, and Ortolan Bunting E. 
hortulana. Three other species, Common 
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Guillemot XJria aalge, Puffin Fratercula arctica 
and Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto, are all 
declining significantly in numbers, but not in 
range. 

This is a handsome volume, matching in 
standards the best of the breeding-bird atlases 
which are now available from most of the 
countries of Europe. Bearing in mind the 

difficult terrain, the coverage by around 1,400 
fieldworkers is remarkable, and the long survey 
period (ten years) inevitable. This volume will 
be an essential buy for every ornithological 
library and for everyone interested in 
Scandinavian birds. 
J. T. R, Sharrock 

Uccelli e Paesaggio in Sicilia alle Soglie del Terzo Millennio. (Birds and 
Landscape in Sicily at the Threshold of the Third Millennium.) 
Edited by Mario Lo Valvo, Bruno Massa & Maurizio Sara. 
Societa Siciliana di Scienze Naturali, Palermo, 1994. 371 pages; 28 black-and-white plates; 234 
figures, including distribution maps. ISSN 0394-0063. Italian lire 50,000. 

In a translation of the editors' words, 'This 
volume is not merely an attempt to describe 
the birds and countryside of Sicily at the 
present time, but it aims above all to be a 
contribution to and a programme for then-
conservation.' It is the compilation of the 
results of the second Atlas survey, during 
1984-92, of the island's 139 breeding bird 
species, together with trends in wintering 
species. 

Compared with the first survey in 1979-83, 
13 more species have been found to breed, 
and 120 species showed an increase, while 13 
species had decreased. Sixty-one non-breeding 
species have been found to winter regularly. 

Species are considered individually, with a 
short paragraph on status and trends, 

supported usually by a table and (in a separate 
section) a distribution map. English 
translations of figure legends, photograph 
captions and table headings make data 
accessible to a wide audience. A section of 
aerial photographs illustrates the diversity of 
habitat and structure of the land. 

Introductory sections briefly cover the 
Mediterranean area and the evolution of its 
vegetation; the evolution of the countryside; 
and evolution and adaptation of 
Mediterranean birds. In addition, there are 
several appendices, including phenology of 
regular breeding birds, migrants and wintering 
birds; priorities for conservation and Red List 
of birds; and a census of birds of prey. 
Sylvia Sullivan 

Greifvogel. By Einhard Bezzel (BLV 
Verlagsgesellschaft, Miinchen, 1994. 93 pages. 
ISBN 3-405-14594-5. DM49.80) Popular 
introduction to diurnal birds of prey, with text 
in German, and excellent colour photographs 
of 18 European species, both perched and in 
action, including every regular British species 
except Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus 
and Merlin Falco columbarius. It would make a 
good present for any young raptorphile. 
Ian Dawson 

Birds of Cyprus. Parts 1 & 2. 132 rare and 
common birds in lull colour. By Lucas 
Christophorou. (Sylvia Melanothorax Pro
ductions, Umassol, 1994. £13.50 each or 
£25.00 the set) This is brilliant fun. Any video 
that pulls focus from a topless bather to a 
Mourning Wheatear Oenanthe lugens (which I 
just happened to find!) gets my vote. There are 
stunning close-ups of some real 'cripplers' 
(Bimaculated Lark Mehnocorypha bimaculata, 
Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon, 

Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor, etc.), 
great action (Eleonora's Falcons Falco ehonorae 
mobbing Griffon Vultures Gyps fulvus), superb 
atmosphere (migrating Common Cranes Grus 
grus, swirling wildfowl) and glorious scenery. 
Great pictures of great birds in a great place. 
This man loves Cyprus. So do I. Get these 
videos, and so will you. 
Bill Oddie 

Birds of Europe. CD-ROM software 
package (windows version 1.0). Edited 
by Expert-center for Taxonomic 
Identification (ETI). (ETI, Amsterdam, 
1993. S149.00) A single CD-ROM could 
swallow BWP and Roche's All the Bird Songs 
of Britain and Europe and regurgitate their 
information to order. The present volume 
fails, however, to fulfil the exciting promise 
of its format, and will not relieve your 
groaning bookshelves. The text covers 400 
species in only field-guide depth, with 
snatches of song, clear distribution maps, 
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and dated paintings for each. The interactive 
elements, especially the few moving images, 
are poor, and the search facility offers fewer 
keywords than are needed for useful cross-
referencing. Sadly, it will be neither useful 
nor interesting for the children and novices 
at whom it is aimed. 
Mark Boyd 

First Aid and Nursing for Wild Birds. By 
Doreen King. (Whittet Books, London, 1994. 
96 pages, ISBN 1-873580-15-0. Paperback 
£7.99) Dr Doreen King and her husband 
have provided a wildlife advisory and 
rehabilitation service in Hornchurch, Essex, 
for the past 20 years. Filled with clearly 
explained, sensible advice, this is just the book 
to pull down from your bookshelves the next 
time you find a sick or injured bird. 
JTRS 

A Birdwatchers' Guide to Lancashire. By 
Ken Lawson. (Lancashire County Books, 
Preston, 1994. 125 pages. ISBN 1-871236-32-0. 
Paperback £7.95) A personal selection of 35 
birdwatching sites, grouped according to seven 
habitats. Each habitat is given a brief introduction, 
covering the ecology, bird-use and importance. 
Good maps are included for a minority of sites, 
along with other helpful points, although the 
access position has not been checked at some 
sites. The rather limited lists of birds given for 
each site will mean that this book will appeal 
mainly to the beginner or first-time visitor to the 
county. 
John Wilson 

Penguins. By John A. Love. (Whittet Books, 
London, 1994. 128 pages, ISBN 1-873580-16-
9. Paperback £7.99) Well written and 
delightfully illustrated in black-and-white (by 
the author), this account of the world's 17 
penguin species is highly recommended. 
JTRS 

The Birdwatcher's Yearbook and Diary 
1995. Edited by John Pemberton. 
(Buckingham Press, Maids Moreton, 1994. 320 
pages, ISBN 0-9514965-5-7. Paperback £12.00) 
What did we do before photocopiers, spotting 
scopes and BYB? Sitting on my bookshelf, I 
have a full set of 15 copies of BYB, starting from 
the first issue in 1981 and including this, the 
latest offering for 1995. All are rather dog-eared, 
and all have pencilled notes and comments all 
over them. How can anyone possibly be a 
birder, birdwatcher, twitcher, bird-spotter, 
ornithologist, tallyhunter or 'real birdwatcher' 

without this fact-filled volume on his or her 
shelves? 
Bob Scott 

Field Guide to the Birds of Australia. 4th 
edn. By Ken Simpson & Nicholas Day. 
(Christopher Helm, London, 1994. 392 pages. 
ISBN 0-71363930-X. Paperback £17.99) This 
is the fourth edition of the book originally 
published as The Birds of Australia in 1985 (see 
review Brit. Birds 79: 220), and is also the 
second edition of the smaller field-guide 
version of that book (see review Brit. Birds 83: 
76). Eleven of the 128 colour plates have been 
repainted, there are 53 extra or replacement 
black-and-white drawings and 93 of the distri
bution maps have been revised. The entire 
'Handbook' section has been rewritten and 
now includes a section on DNA-DNA hybridi
sation. A new 'Rare Bird Bulletin' section 
includes colour illustrations of an extra 14 
species. Consequently, this already excellent 
guide has been further improved and brought 
right up to date. It is an essential reference for 
anyone visiting Australia, though still a bit 
bulky to carry in the field. The Slater guide 
wins out on portability, but most keen bird
watchers wffl also want a copy of Simpson & 
Day to refer to in the car and at night. 
David Fisher 

A Birdwatchers' Guide to The Gambia. By 
Rod Ward. Illustrations by Rob Hume. 
(Prion, Perry, 1994. 116 pages. ISBN 187-1104-
041. Paperback £9.75) The fifth in a series of 
birdwatchers' guides to individual countries, this 
one is not, in my opinion, as authoritative as at 
least two of the earlier ones, those for Nepal and 
the Seychelles. There are 22 pages of general 
information, 55 pages dealing with birding sites 
accessible by day-visits from coastal tourist 
accommodation, and just nine pages devoted to 
up-country sites, of which the author clearly has 
limited experience. There is a selective birdlist 
giving a few lines of occurrence details for 66 
species, a full checklist of 510 species with a 
letter-and-number coded status and a useful list 
of alternative vernacular names. Unfortunately, 
the book contains a number of misleading 
statements, some highly questionable status 
designations and at least three omissions from 
the species checklist. One glaring error equates 
Red-necked (= Red-tailed) Buzzard Buteo 
auguralis with Augur Buzzard B. augur. Despite 
its shortcomings, this guide will be useful to the 
independent, first-time visitor, particularly in 
the coastal region. 
Nick Dymond 
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