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Palearctic Birds: a checklist of the birds of Europe, North Africa and Asia 
north of the foothills of the Himalayas. 
By Mark Beaman. 
Harrier Publications, Stonyhurst, 1994. 168 pages. ISBN 0-9523391-0-2. Paperback £12.50. 

The core of this book, comprising one-third of 
the whole, consists of a list of scientific and 
English names of species-level taxa of birds 
which occur or have occurred in the Palearctic 
region. Other parts are devoted to notes on 
taxonomy, distribution, omitted species, and 
lengthy discussions on English names. Both 
higher and species-level taxa are presented in 
a 'standard order', which is adopted from 
Voous. The reader is cautioned, however, that 
such a standard order should not be taken to 
imply taxonomic relationships. Notwith
standing this warning, it may be noted that the 
'much-liked' Voous order is directly derived 
from that of Wetmore, whose sequence of 
families in turn can be traced back to the work 
of Furbringer and Gadow. Doubtlessly, the 
family sequence worked out, some 100 years 
ago, by these great German anatomists 
represented the best estimate of phylogenetic 
relationships that they could achieve, given 
systematic theory and methods of analysis 
prevalent at the time, and it has served as the 
base-line for many decades of systematic 
work. An alternative for the 'standard order' 
would be that of Sibley & Monroe (1990), 
based on the work by Sibley & Ahlquist 
(1990). Although often termed 'revolutionary' 

or 'highly controversial' in the popular 
literature, both Sibley & Ahlquist's work and 
the 'standard order' result from the same 
traditional theoretical and methodological 
premises (phenetic clustering based on general 
resemblance in either molecular or 
morphological data sets, ignoring problems of 
homology and homoplasy) and neither is more 
controversial than the other. An alphabetical 
sequence of families, and of species within 
families, would indeed be without implications 
about taxonomic relationships and could also 
be used 'with ease and familiarity', a stated 
purpose of this book. Because of the Mayrian 
approach adopted, the listing of species-level 
taxa does not allow for a very precise reflection 
of real-world avian diversity, but this will 
probably not be considered a great drawback 
by its intended users. Clearly, the present work 
does not pretend to offer more than a 
catalogue of 'species' which birders are 
'allowed' to add to their lists of observed taxa. 
As such it will probably serve its purpose, 
although the addition of a column for 'ticks' 
would have added to its usefulness in this 
respect. 
C. J. HAZEVOET 

Where to Watch Birds in Northeast England (Northumberland, Tyne & 
Wear, Durham and Cleveland). 
By Dave Britton and John Day. 
A & C Black, London, 1995. 382 pages; over 30 line-drawings; over 60 site maps. ISBN 0-7136-
3847-8. Paperback £12.99. 

As a relative newcomer to Northeast England, 
I have found it difficult to get to grips with the 
diversity and richness of its many habitats, 
but, with the arrival of this new 'Where to 
Watch' guide, my troubles are over. Following 
the tried-and-tested format of the series, this 
book provides an extraordinary amount of 
information about where and when to go 
birding in the Northeast. 

Looking at the few sites that I know well, I 

found the book remarkably accurate. 
Extending my search, I decided to visit areas 
of which I had no prior knowledge with my 
only reference being this book, and, on this 
count also, I found the information extensive 
but concise. Whether you are regularly birding 
in or just visiting this part of the country, this 
book is invaluable. 
STEVE VOTIER 

[Brit. Birds 89: 281-282, June 1996] ® British Birds Ltd 1996 281 



282 Reviews 

The Atlas of Breeding Birds in Northumbria. 
Compiled and edited by John C. Day, Mike S. Hodgson and Nick Rossiter. 
Northumberland & Tyneside Bird Club, Benton, 1995. 340 pages; 118 line-drawings; 375 
distribution maps. ISBN 0-9522039-5-2. £24.00. 

The Northumberland & Tyneside Bird 
Club, with only 300 members, covers one of 
the largest bird-recording areas in Britain. 
This large-format volume gives the results of 
the Club's 1988-93 tetrad survey in the 
traditional style (dot-distribution map facing 
a page of explanatory text, with an 
appropriate line-drawing). For ease of 
comparison, there are small inset maps 
showing the 10-km-square distributions for 
1967-72 and 1988-93 as well as the larger-
scale, more-detailed tetrad map (which has 
superimposed on it the distribution of land 
over 600 ft (183 m) above sea-level). The 

texts are excellent, summarising national 
trends as well as the results of past local 
surveys. 

The Atlas of Breeding Birds in Northumbria 
is dedicated to the memory of Geoff 
Macfarlane, with whom I shared a tiny 
caravan on atlas fieldwork in the Scottish 
Highlands in 1971. Geoff would have been 
very proud of the achievements of John Day, 
Mike Hodgson, Nick Rossiter and all their 
collaborators in the Northumberland & 
Tyneside Bird Club. 
J. T. R. SHARROCK 

The Birds of Israel. 
By Hadoram Shirihai. 
Academic Press, London, 1996. 876 pages; 500 colour plates; 200 line-drawings; numerous 
maps. ISBN 0-12-640255-8. £65.00. 

Every once in a while, a book appears and you 
say to yourself 'I wish I'd written that'. For 
me, this is one such book. 

First, a brief general description of the 
package is required: large format, some 6-cm 
thick and over 900 pages of text and plates on 
high-quality paper. With its striking dust-
jacket of wheatears in a desert wadi contrasting 
with a vivid blue Middle Eastern sky, terms 
such as monumental and lavish spring to mind 
for this giant of a national avifauna. 

Part I is a general introduction, covering the 
history of ornithology in Israel and a detailed, 
ecologically based analysis of the breeding, 
wintering, migratory and vagrant species that 
have occurred. 

The bulk of the tome comprises one-page 
to two-page accounts of Israel's 511 species. 
Each starts with a brief statement of the World 
and Middle East distributions. Then follows a 
paragraph 'Status, Habitat and General 
Occurrence', after which is a detailed section 
'Distribution, Numbers and Annual Cycle'. 
This is enhanced by clear maps, often in 
colour, displaying distribution in the breeding 
season, in winter and during spring and 
autumn migration; there can be up to five 
maps for a single species. 

One's first impressions on looking at these 
maps (especially those which record, by way 
of symbols, breeding densities and sporadic 

and localised distributions) is that they must 
be the result of many years of pre-planned, 
atlas fieldwork developed on a grid system. 
This is, in fact, not the case; information has 
simply been gathered from a variety of 
sources, especially observers' notebooks, by a 
team of co-ordinators. When Israel's first 
comprehensive breeding Atlas is produced 
(probably by the end of the Millennium), it 
will be interesting to compare it with the 
present work. 

Under the species texts, the subspecies 
occurring in Israel are listed with a brief 
statement on their status. In most cases, 
comprehensive accounts of subspecific 
identification are given, which I found 
particularly useful. 

The whole text is enlivened by numerous 
line-drawings by Alan Harris, and 96 plates 
(several species to a plate) of good-quality 
photographs covering many of the Israeli 
specialities. They are the finest set of 
photographs of Middle East species I have 
ever seen pulled together in one volume. 

So, here is a model avifauna for others to 
aspire to. Hadoram Shirihai, the editors (Ehud 
Dovrat and David A. Christie) and the ten 
atlas area co-ordinators all deserve much 
praise. 
RICHARD PORTER 
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