
REVIEWS 

The Complete Garden Bird Book: how to identify and attract birds to your 
garden. 
By Mark Golley, Stephen Moss & David Daly, 
New Holland, London, 1996. 176 pages; 500 illustrations, ISBN 1-85368-581-X. Paperback 
£9.99. 

The only thing wrong with this absolutely 
splendid book is its title. The book is, 
essentially, concerned with the identification 
and habits of 70 species of garden birds. 
David Daly's drawings (usually five or six of 
each species) are a sheer delight, capturing 
typical postures and characteristic habits as 
well as the diagnostic field characters in a way 
which will be invaluable to would-be garden 
birdwatchers. The 'how to attract birds to 
your garden' part of the book takes up a total 
of only about ten pages (half of which are 
pictures of birds), which might not receive too 
much criticism, even though it is inadequate in 
numerous repects, were it not for the 
emphasis put on this in the title. If the book 
had been called How to Identify Garden Birds, 

it could have claimed to have been stunningly 
successful in its aim. 

David Daly's paintings are so pleasing that 
there will be many who have progressed far 
beyond the beginner stage who will want to 
own this book for its artistic content. 

The choice of species to be included in a 
book such as this will always be debated, but 
I have seen 64 of the 70 in my own garden, 
and the selection has clearly been made with 
care. 

This is the ideal book for anyone wanting to 
identify the birds in their garden without the 
complication of all those which are unlikely 
ever to occur. 
J. T. R. SHARROCK 

Oiseaux de Bruxelles: atlas des oiseaux nicheurs. 
By Didier Rabosee, Hellin de Wavrin & Denis van der Elst. 
Aves, Liege, 1995. 304 pages; 31 colour photographs; 48 black-and-white photographs; 106 
distribution maps. Paperback BF895. 

This breeding-bird atlas concerns the 162-
km2 area of Brussels, Belgium, being the 
results of a survey carried out during 1989-
91 based on a grid of approximately 1-km 
squares. Brussels has a human population of 
around one million, but includes areas of 
rural countryside, forest and ponds, as well 
as urban areas. The maps use open circles, 
plus signs and minus signs (rather than 
decreasing sizes of dot) to show the 
categories of proved, probable and possible 
breeding. 

The text is entirely in French, though 
there is a short English summary (less than 

one page). A total of 101 species was proved 
to be breeding. Unexpectedly high numbers 
of raptors included 40-50 pairs of Common 
Kestrels Falco tinnunculus, 40 pairs of 
Eurasian Sparrowhawks Accipiter nisus and 
81 pairs of Long-eared Owls Asia oius. 
Magpies Pica pica and Wood Pigeons 
Columba palumbus are both very common. 
Introduced species currently increasing 
include Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula 
krameri, Monk Parakeet Myiopsitta monachus 
and Egyptian Goose Ahpochen aegyptiacus. 
J. T. R, SHARROCK 

The Macmillan Birder's Guide to European and Middle Eastern Birds; 
including North Africa. 
By Hadoram Shirihai & David Christie. Illustrated by Alan Harris. 
Macmillan, London, 1996. 248 pages incorporating 90 colour plates. ISBN 0-333-58940-8. 
£17.99. 
In 1989, The Macmillan Field Guide to Bird 
Identification was published. Its 'confusion 
species' concept was greeted enthusiastically 

and its text, by Keith Vinicombe, and 
illustrations, by Alan Harris and the late Laurel 
Tucker, were highly acclaimed. In his review, 
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David Fisher mused 'Wouldn't it be wonderful 
if this volume was to inspire similar guides to 
difficult species in other countries as well?' 
(Brit. Birds 82: 421). Here is such a guide. 

By again selecting a small page-size, a hard 
cover and an attractive dust-jacket, and by 
following a similar format, the publisher has 
created a companion volume. Like the earlier 
work, it treats the identification of difficult 
species and species-groups in great detail and 
makes the space to do so by excluding the 
more easily identified species, which are 
covered adequately in conventional field 
guides. Where the two volumes differ is in their 
zoogeographic scope; while the first restricted 
itself to species on the British & Irish List, this 
new book, with little overlap, extends the 
coverage to much of the Western Palearctic. 

Nearly 900 illustrations and 66 chapters 
embrace over 200 species. The largest chapter 
deals with Spotted Aquila clanga, Lesser 
Spotted A. pomarina, Steppe A. nipalensis and 
Tawny Eagles A. rapax. It covers almost 16 
pages with nearly 11 pages of text and five 
plates containing 61 illustrations. In contrast, 
just over half a page of text is devoted to 
Brown-necked Corvus ruficollis and Common 
Ravens C. corax, while the chapters covering 
Thrush Luscinia luscinia and Rufous 
Nightingales L. megarhynchos, Moustached 
Acrocephalns mehnopogon and Sedge Warblers 
A. schoenobaenus, and Common Sturnus 
vulgaris and Spotless Starlings 5. unicolor are 
each accompanied by a single plate with three 
illustrations. Further mouthwatering species 
examined in depth include Spectacled Eider 
Somateria fischeri, Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos 

tracheliotus, Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura and 
Nubian Nightjar Caprimulgus nubicus, while 
tricky groups include the harriers Circus, 
pratincoles Glareola, Acrocephalus warblers, 
Hippolais warblers (see Brit. Birds 89: 114-138) 
and Ficedula flycatchers. 

There can be few birders who would not 
learn at least one new identification character 
from virtually every page of this splendid book. 
Hadoram Shirihai and David Christie's text is 
accurate, concise, readable and highly 
informative. With great expertise, it con
centrates on the problematic age and/or sex of 
each species and on the most important 
features of separation from similar species, with 
comments on seasonal and racial variations 
where relevant. Alan Harris, who provides 
continuity from the previous volume, has made 
a prolific contribution, yet has invested 
precision and appeal in every illustration. His 
handwritten pointers to critical characters are 
invaluable for quick reference. 

The relevant ground-breaking identification 
papers of recent years have obviously been 
carefully researched and their contents 
combined with considerable personal 
experience to produce a knowledge which, 
crucially, has been shared by the authors and 
the artist. Such thoroughness and teamwork 
are reflected throughout this gem of a book, 
which will surely be acquired by everyone with 
an interest in bird identification in the Western 
Palearctic. 
PETER LANSDOWN 
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