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As a passionate shorebird enthu-
siast I always welcome a new book
on waders, and I was not disap-
pointed by this one. The geograph-
ical area of the title is somewhat
optimistic since, in this case, ‘Asia’
does not include the Indian sub-
continent or Southeast Asia. Effec-
tively, the area it covers is the
Holarctic, but since vagrant waders
from further south that have
occurred in the Holarctic are
included, it does cover the majority
of the waders of the northern
hemisphere. The back cover claims
that it is a ‘guide to the 124 species
of northern hemisphere waders’,
but this total does not include
about a further eight species and
distinctive subspecies that are
mainly Indian and Southeast Asian
endemics.

The book is essentially divided
into two parts, the first illustrating
and describing the main plumages
of waders on the ground, accompa-

nied by succinct text which draws
attention to key identification fea-
tures, behaviour, habitat, the
various plumages, racial variation
where appropriate to the area
covered by the book, and brief dis-
cussion of possible confusion
species. The second half of the
book concentrates on waders in
flight, with the upper- and lower-
wing flight patterns illustrated.
This section also includes distribu-
tion accounts and distribution
maps, the latter showing both
hemispheres where appropriate.
The cross-referencing between the
two sections is good, and my initial
distaste for this arrangement
rapidly disappeared.

The illustrations are excellent
and, for each species, typically
show juvenile, non-breeding and
breeding individuals. For good
measure an example of an indi-
vidual moulting either into or out
of breeding plumage is also often
included. The illustrations nicely
catch the jizz of the various species,
though there is a tendency for
some to look rather more ‘scaly’
than they often appear in the field.
Occasionally the illustrations do
not quite catch the bird, but these
faults are usually subtleties of head
shape or bill length (with a ten-
dency for bill length to be rather

short). For example, the Stone-
curlew Burhinus oedicnemus is
given a high, rounded crown,
instead of one which is rather flat
and square; and surely female
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata
of the eastern form orientalis has a
rather longer bill? The subtle but
useful differences in bill and fore-
head shape of the two races of
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
are not well shown, nor are they
mentioned in the text. Other
points include the rather too
bright-red leg and bill colour of
Three-banded Plover Charadrius
tricollaris, and, to my eye, the far-
too-dark upperparts of Snowy
Plover C. alexandrinus nivosus, par-
ticularly for the very pale, pearly
grey individuals that occur around
the Gulf of Mexico. But these
points are minor, and certainly do
not detract significantly from the
book.

There are other minor errors:
[Eurasian] Oystercatcher
Haematopus ostralegus is not a
vagrant to Japan, but winters regu-
larly in small numbers; the nomi-
nate race of Willet Catoptrophorus
semipalmatus, which breeds in
eastern USA and north to Nova
Scotia, Canada, does not winter in
North America, but further south.
And, while on the subject of the
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two races of Willet, those who, like
me, are challenged to separate
them will not find much guidance
here! Another point is that the
illustration of the foot of Semi-
palmated Sandpiper Calidris pusilla
shown on page 17 is, in fact, that of
a Semipalmated Plover Charadrius
semipalmatus.

The treatment of subspecies is
rather mixed. For example, we are
told that six races of Common

Redshank Tringa totanus are recog-
nised (perhaps following HBW?)
but only totanus and robusta are
mentioned and illustrated; more-
over the text describing the racial
distribution mentions only robusta!
All six races are, however, listed in
an appendix giving a useful check-
list of the species covered.

But enough of the nit-picking.
This is a useful field guide to the
majority of the wader species in

the northern hemisphere. It does
not pretend to replace Hayman,
Prater and Marchant’s Shorebirds:
an identification guide to the waders
of the world but, particularly for the
travelling wader buff, its usability
and compact dimensions make it a
practical alternative.

Richard Chandler

According to the preface, Mike
Brooke became fascinated by
tubenoses about the same time as I
did; he was on Fair Isle to fleyg
Northern Fulmars Fulmarus
glacialis, while I was on Copeland
Island learning the perils of
stuffing Manx Shearwater Puffinus
puffinus chicks up my T-shirt –
both for ringing purposes. So I
bought this book on publication,
only my second purchase in the
‘Bird Families of the World’ series,
and gave the review copy away as a
present. Re-reading sections for
this review, I conclude that I didn’t
waste my money.

The text is split into two parts,
the first comprising ten chapters
covering aspects of petrel evolu-
tion, ecology and conservation,
and the second giving 2–3-page
accounts of each of the 79 species
of Procellariidae recognised at the
time of writing (a last-minute
insert covers the rediscovery of
New Zealand Storm-petrel Ocean-
ites maorianus in 2003). There is
also an extensive reference list and
a useful appendix summarising
aspects of breeding of each species.

The general chapters are well
written and full of fascinating facts,

insights and thoughts. The author
acknowledged that he drew heavily
on John Warham’s valuable contri-
butions – The Petrels: their ecology
and breeding systems (Academic
Press, 1990), and The Behaviour,
Population Biology and Physiology of
the Petrels (Academic Press, 1996) –
but ably manages to synthesise a
wealth of scientific papers into a
very readable account. Inevitably, I
have a few quibbles. ‘The impact of
oil pollution on petrels appears
slight’ may jar with those who have
recorded the oiling rate of Fulmars
around the North Sea over the past
30 years, while in a section on
mammalian predators, Brooke
states that ‘Arctic Foxes Alopex
lagopus may have [naturally] visited
islands where Fulmar bred’ but fails
to mention that they were deliber-
ately introduced to the Aleutian
Islands in the nineteenth century,
with inevitable consequences for
local Fulmar populations.

The effort to protect albatrosses
and petrels from the depredations
of long-line fisheries is now a
global conservation story and well
covered, but the author rightly sug-
gests that Northern Fulmars are
probably the most numerical
worldwide victim of long-line
fishing, something perhaps not
generally known in the UK. Quite
coincidentally, I had the book open
at page 156 (‘Perils for petrels’, dis-
cussing fisheries) when my neigh-
bour (Secretary of the Shetland
Fishermen’s Association) came in
with photos of a deep-sea gill net,
set for monkfish Lophius on the
edge of the continental shelf west
of Shetland, that was full of dead
and decomposed Fulmars. Appar-

ently the English/Spanish boats
involved had not been cleaning
their nets properly before shooting
them, and decaying fish had
attracted Fulmars, which then got
entangled and drowned. In view of
declines at colonies (in the UK at
least) over the past few years, the
statement that the ‘apparent con-
tinuing health of an already large
Fulmar population has acted to
subdue concern [over fisheries
drownings]’ was probably correct
at the time of writing, but may
need reconsideration.

The species accounts are concise
and well researched, but perhaps
would have benefited from a ‘Con-
servation Concern’ section, sepa-
rated from the ‘Population’ section.
Of the species I know, they are well
covered within the (rather severe)
limitations of space. Returning
again to Fulmar, there are frus-
trating statements left hanging:
‘Breeding success is related to the
North Atlantic Oscillation.’ How is
it related? ‘In an Alaskan popula-
tion containing birds of all phases,
dark birds skipped breeding more
often and/or had a lower survival
than light birds.’ Why? Scott Hatch
goes into considerable discussion
on the possible reasons for this in
his paper in Condor, but space
simply does not allow Brooke to
expand. This begs the question, was
it wise to cover all the species of
petrel, from the Southern Royal
Albatross Diomedea epomophora to
the Least Storm-petrel Ocean-
odroma microsoma, in one volume
given the enormous amount of
research than has been done in the
past decade? Brooke ruefully
alludes to this in the preface. One
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frustration the author will be aware
of is that a number of cross-refer-
ences were left as (p. ???), e.g.
Jouanin’s Petrel Bulweria fallax p.
267. This is such a simple thing for
a publisher to pick up and correct
in a book of this quality.

I do not wish to detract from
the author’s and illustrator’s efforts
in making this a book that I am
glad I bought. John Cox’s plates are
both technically superb (plate 4)

and atmospheric (plate 5), but why
is more than half a page opposite
each plate wasted with numbered
silhouettes of the birds? No, if I
have a gripe with this book it is
with the publishers, their format,
and the cost. Albatrosses and
petrels are some of the most
charismatic birds in the world, and
not to include even one colour
photo is disappointing (no it’s not,
it’s just plain mean); while after

only two years of use, the thin
paper quality on my copy is begin-
ning to tell. This is a book that
should be read, is probably already
on the shelves of most seabird biol-
ogists, and is one I thoroughly rec-
ommend; but at £95.00 some may
be put off. That would be a shame,
for the author and illustrator have
done an excellent job.

Martin Heubeck

This work complements the Collins
Field Guide to Bird Songs and Calls
from the same author, so focuses

much more on mammals, amphib-
ians and insects, including record-
ings of 16 species of Orthoptera
(grasshoppers and their allies). The
book gives a useful insight into the
function, properties and transmis-
sion of sound and how to record
wildlife, and then goes on to
describe the sound given by a range
of birds and animals. It is, however,
the CD that steals the show. Over
100 species are represented, the
quality of the recordings is excel-

lent and they range from the
blood-curdling to the bizarre!
Whether you wish to sit in the
armchair and listen to a fascinating
collection of sounds from the
natural world or gain a better
insight into the identification of
Orthoptera or frogs (Ranidae), I
can thoroughly recommend this
value-for-money production.

Paul Harvey
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This splendid new atlas covers all
273 breeding, migrant, nomadic
and wintering bird species
recorded in Moscow City and the
Moscow region during 1999–2004.
Each species text is accompanied
by a map of the Moscow region,
showing dots for actual locations
of records. If a species also occurs
in Moscow City, a second map at a
larger scale is given as well; this
also plots actual locations of
species rather than presence in grid
squares. Four different types of
dots indicate winter records (mid
November to end of February),
confirmed breeding during
1999–2004, probable breeding in
the same period, and other records.
The base map of the Moscow

region shows only rivers, but the
city map usefully includes key loca-
tions such as parks and ponds. A
colour-coded panel also gives
typical seasonal occurrence. The
authors have succeeded in
achieving very good coverage of
the region. Records were received
from 401 observers, covering 750
localities in Moscow region and
336 localities in Moscow City.
Translated to half-degree squares,
this equates to 94% coverage for
the region as a whole during the six
years of fieldwork.

The rather brief text, in both
Russian and English, summarises
each species’ status. Although the
maps provide much of the useful
information, I felt that the text
could have been a bit more infor-
mative. The principal reason for
the brief text is clearly the pho-
tographs, which seem to have taken
priority in this lavishly illustrated,
large-format book. Over 900
colour photographs have been
included, an average of more than
three per species. The quality of the
photos is generally excellent, and
their reproduction is usually very
good. Their inclusion will no

doubt enhance the overall appeal
of the book and provide a valuable
source of reference.

This attractive and useful book
will surely be of interest to anyone
lucky enough to enjoy Moscow’s
many ornithological delights.
There is more than enough infor-
mation here to assess the status of
every species in Moscow, and even
to compile species lists for certain
key sites if you wished. Perhaps not
surprisingly, while checking
various species that I have seen in
Moscow, I could have added a few
dots to their maps but the com-
pilers have not tried to source
records from non-Russian
observers. My only minor quibble
is that the authors or publishers
could surely have picked a more
charismatic or typical species for
the front cover than Mallard Anas
platyrhynchos! This book is an
important addition to the litera-
ture for an area where most of the
available references are in Russian,
and therefore inaccessible to most
birders in the West. Buy it while
you have the opportunity.

Nigel Redman
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