
D
uring the past decade the internet has
become an integral part of modern
birding. By trawling through websites

and blogs, couch-based birders have made
some remarkable discoveries from photo-
graphs posted on the web, including several
national rarities. Digital birding really came
into its own in November 2006 with the identi-
fication of Britain’s first Long-billed Murrelet

Brachyramphus perdix, at Dawlish Warren,
Devon, from rather hazy images of what was
initially thought to be a Little Auk Alle alle
(Brit. Birds 101: 131–136). More recently,
Britain’s first, long-awaited and much antici-
pated Eastern Crowned Warbler Phylloscopus
coronatus (at the time of writing still under
consideration by BOURC) was identified in
October 2009 from images posted on a website
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Yellow-nosed Albatross:
new to Britain
Adam Rowlands, Pauline Kidner and Paul Condon 

Abstract An immature Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche chlororhynchos was
discovered in a garden at Brean, Somerset, on 30th June 2007. It was taken into
care, kept overnight, and released from the clifftop at Brean Down the following
day. Remarkably, on the evening of 2nd July 2007, it was rediscovered on an inland
fishing lake near Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, where it remained until the following
day. The same bird was also seen near Malmö, southern Sweden, on 8th July. 
A review of the identification, distribution and taxonomy of Yellow-nosed Albatross
showed that it was of the nominate subspecies, which breeds in the South Atlantic.
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross has occurred in the North Atlantic on several
occasions, and is treated as a distinct species by some authorities. Yellow-nosed
Albatross has now been added to Category A of the British List.
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and labelled as
showing a Yellow-
browed Warbler P.
inornatus. In both
cases, these birds
would almost cer-
tainly have slipped
through the net had
it not been for
sharp-eyed birders
spotting the signifi-
cance of those
posted photo-
graphs. Sometimes,
however, an
extreme rarity can
still get away. The
Yellow-nosed Alba-
tross Thalassarche
chlororhynchos in
June and July 2007
was always one step
ahead of the birding masses. Had the
news got out, it would undoubtedly
have led to one of the biggest
twitches ever. Pauline Kidner,
founder of the charity Secret World
Wildlife Rescue, based near
Burnham on Sea, describes its initial
discovery in Somerset.

Yellow-nosed Albatross in
Somerset
Secret World Wildlife Rescue
(www.secretworld.org) rescues
over 4,000 animal casualties every
year and survives purely on dona-
tions. We care for all wild creatures
with the aim of returning them to
the wild. On 30th June 2007, local
resident Hugh Harris called to say
that he had found a seabird resting
against the wheel of his car by his
house in Warren Farm Holiday
Camp, Brean. He had moved the
bird before driving off but when he
returned it was still where he’d left
it. Describing it as a ‘fulmar’, he
asked if he could bring it to the
centre. 

When it arrived here later that
evening, Judith, one of our staff
members, put it in a casualty pen. 
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195. Immature Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche c. chlororhynchos,
Brean Down, Somerset, 1st July 2007. The critical bill pattern, which was the
most important factor in establishing subspecies identification, is best seen in
this photograph.
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196. Immature Atlantic Yellow-nosed AlbatrossThalassarche
c. chlororhynchos, Brean Down, Somerset, 1st July 2007. 
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I was on emergency duty and Judith called
me to say that the bird was not a Fulmar Ful-
marus glacialis and that it looked like an alba-
tross. We both laughed at this suggestion and
the bird was left quietly in its pen. Next
morning, Judith and I, and another helper,
Leigh, peered through the door into the pen.
The bird was standing up and had spread its
wings: it obviously was an albatross! Looking
through the only books we had available, 
we thought that it must be a Black-browed
Albatross T. melanophris, and possibly the
bird that we had heard lived in a gannetry in
Scotland.

The albatross appeared to be in good con-
dition and there seemed to be no reason why
it should not be released; since we felt there
would be a tremendous amount of interest in
the bird, we decided that it was best to release
it as soon as possible. We arranged with
BARB, our local hovercraft rescue boat, that
we would release the bird from Brean Down
cliff, where we thought it would have the best
chance of gaining lift and returning to the
sea. However, BARB would be in attendance
at high tide, just in case the bird failed to fly.
There was great excitement as news spread
through the village and, by the time we were
ready for the release, there were already about
50 people on the beach below waiting to see
the bird take off, as well as a couple of people
filming and taking photos.

The albatross was extremely placid when
taken out of  the box. It simply walked
through the grass towards the cliff edge,
ruffled its feathers and extended those fan-
tastic long wings. It appeared uninterested in
the thought of flying and merely walked
about for ten minutes or so. Simon, our
Charity Operations Manager, who was the
person responsible for releasing the bird,
then cupped his hands and lifted it no more
than a metre above the ground. It was
enough for the albatross to catch the uplift
from the cliff; it spread its wings and imme-
diately took off. Two minutes later it was just
a distant speck in the sky.

It was not until the following day that the
bird was identified correctly, from photo-
graphs taken by Richard Austin, as a Yellow-
nosed Albatross. Shortly afterwards, when
news of our exciting discovery filtered out,
we heard that many people were upset

because they had not had an opportunity to
see the bird. However, we did not appreciate
the significance of the albatross at the time
and – for the bird – I believe we did the right
thing. We feel privileged to have been the
people who gave it a helping hand. We did
not take a blood sample, keep a feather or
save any faeces. All we have are the photo-
graphs to remember the most famous visitor
to our rescue centre. 
Pauline Kidner, Somerset

As if the discovery of a spectacular first for
Britain, sitting in a Somerset field and resting
against a car wheel, was not galling enough,
this bird went on to further astound its
potential follow ers when it turn ed up again –
on a gravel-pit in Lincolnshire! It was discov-
ered near Scunthorpe two days after its
release in Somerset, presumably having flown 
up the Bristol Channel and cross-country to
Lincolnshire, where it joined the local Mute
Swans Cygnus olor on a fishing lake and was
even attracted to bait. Paul Condon des cribes
his discovery.

Yellow-nosed Albatross in
Lincolnshire
On the evening of  2nd July 2007, I was
fishing on the New Lake at Diawa Manton
fishing lakes just outside Scunthorpe. The
lake is over 30 acres (12 ha) in size with a
large island at either end. While setting up
my fishing gear, I noticed a dozen or so gulls
mobbing what was obviously another large
seabird a little farther down the bank. A
closer look showed that this was larger than
any seabird I had ever seen before; given the
size and shape of its bill, I thought it could
possibly be an albatross. As it was starting to
get dark and I still needed to cast my rods out
for the night’s fishing, I returned to my swim
(a designated fishing spot, and the stretch of
water within casting distance) and forgot all
about it.

I awoke early next morning to find that
the albatross was still present and was only a
few metres to my left; it had also moved
closer to the bank. Now, on getting a closer
look, I sensed that this bird was definitely
something special, so I took about a dozen
photographs. By this time the lake’s resident
Mute Swans were also pestering the bird,
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which, to me, did not look too well, it was
just bobbing around in front of me and
appeared uninterested in the resident birds’
attentions. 

It was now time for me to put some bait
into the lake to attract fish into my swim,
which is done with a device called a spod;
this comprises a 150-mm-long, 50-mm-
diameter plastic tube, blocked off at one end
and fitted with a buoyant nose cone. It is
filled with bait (in this case Haith’s red band)
and cast out on a spare rod. On hitting the
water it tips and releases its contents into the
lake. It is then wound in, refilled and recast.
On the first cast, the
albatross, which was
around 60 m away,
lifted its head, took to
the air and pounced on
the spod, then took off
with it in its bill only to
drop it as the line to
the rod tightened. A
repeat performance
followed the second
cast. Not wishing to
hurt the bird, I did not
risk it a third time. The
albatross soon lost
interest and drifted
away out of sight. Then
around midday it sud-
denly appeared from
behind one of the large
islands. This time it
was in full flight and,
for the first time, I
appreciated its huge
wingspan. It circled the
lakes for a few minutes,
then disappeared in a
southerly direction and
I did not see it again.

Wanting to know
what this bird was, I 
e-mailed copies of my
photographs to Neville
Fickling, the fishery
manager, who, via the
RSPB, passed them on
to the Lincolnshire
Recorder, Steve
Keightley. Steve identi-

fied the bird as an immature Yellow-nosed
Albatross. Had I realised at the time what a
rare find this was, I would have taken more
pictures. Perhaps after this I should take up
birding; after all, it seems that I am off to
quite a good start!
Paul Condon, Yorkshire

After leaving Lincolnshire’s airspace, the alba-
tross was located for a third time, in Sweden
on 8th July. Initially seen distantly, offshore
and moving south on the North Sea-facing
coast near Domsten, it reached Landskrona, c.
25 km north of Malmö, where it came suffi-
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197 & 198. Immature Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross Thalassarche 
c. chlororhynchos (with Greylag Goose Anser anser, below), 
Diawa Manton fishing lakes, Lincolnshire, 3rd July 2007. 

Pa
ul
 C
on
do
n

Pa
ul
 C
on
do
n



ciently close inshore that it could be confi-
dently identified. From here it was tracked
south along the coast until it reached Malmö,
when several observers managed to catch up
with it. It came gradually closer inshore and
eventually to within 150 m of observers. Pho-
tographs taken at this point confirmed that it
was the same individual as that seen in Som-
erset and Lincolnshire. Eventually it flew off
to the east (inland again!) and was lost to
view among the buildings.

Identification
Albatrosses are fairly unmistakable birds, and
most people are familiar with their distinc-

tive appearance, if only from television docu-
mentaries and wildlife programmes. So when
this albatross was discovered in Britain, the
finders quickly recognised it for what it was.
But its identification to species level would
not have been possible without the excellent
photographs they obtained. This is a classic
case in which the photographs proved essen-
tial, not only to establish what species was
involved, but also the subspecies concerned
and the likely age of the bird.

The Yellow-nosed Albatross is one of the
smaller albatrosses, often termed ‘molly-
mawks’, which are included in the genus Tha-
lassarche. As adults and near-adults, most

mollymawks have a
white body that con-
trasts with the dark,
b l a c k i s h - b rown
wings, mantle and
tail, giving an
appearance reminis-
cent of black-backed
gulls Larus spp. 
Separation of  the
various species
(BOURC recognises
five species within
Thalassarche but
some authorities
recognise up to 11;
see below) is usually
straightforward, but
relies on good views
of the underwing
pattern, and bill
structure and col-
oration. 

The photographs
of this bird clearly
show that it had a
relatively slim bill,
which was entirely
dark apart from a
pale brown culmen
ridge. Only Yellow-
nosed Albatross has
this distinctive bill
structure, and the
lack of  yellow on
the culmen con-
firmed that it was
an immature.
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Fig. 1. The differences in bill pattern and structure between Indian Yellow-
nosed Thalassarche c. carteri and Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatrosses T. c.
chlororhynchos (adults are shown but the pattern is similar in immatures). The
shape of the culminicorn, in particular above the nostrils, is a diagnostic feature
that allows the two forms to be separated reliably. In Atlantic Yellow-nosed, the
culminicorn broadens above the nostrils, but it begins to narrow at this point
in Indian Yellow-nosed. Although the British bird was still immature, the pattern
of its bill clearly matches that of Atlantic Yellow-nosed (this can be seen most
clearly in the images of the bird in Somerset, see plate 195 in particular).
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Separation of immature Atlantic
and Indian Yellow-nosed
Albatrosses
Two subspecies of Yellow-nosed Albatross are
recognised: Atlantic Yellow-nosed T. c.
chlororhynchos breeds in the South Atlantic,
while Indian Yellow-nosed T. c. carteri breeds
in the Indian Ocean. Away from their
breeding colonies, both range widely in the
southern oceans and it is possible that either
could occur in the North Atlantic as a
vagrant. Some authorities (e.g. Brooke 2004)
treat the two forms as distinct species
(although mtDNA evidence does not neces-
sarily support this; see below), so the issue of
subspecies identification became an impor-
tant aspect of the BBRC assessment. We were
also asked by the Swedish Rarities Committee
to share with them our verdict on subspecies
assignment of the UK record, since they were
assessing the same individual following the
sightings in southern Sweden. 

Separating adults of the two forms is
usually quite straightforward. Atlantic
Yellow-nosed has a grey head with a white
forehead and a fairly large and conspicuous
dark eye-patch. Indian Yellow-nosed has an
entirely white head save for a relatively small
patch of dark feathering in front of the eye.
There are occasional exceptions to this rule: a
worn Atlantic may lack the grey head, and
some subadult Atlantics may already show
yellow on the bill but lack the grey head, and
then resemble Indian.

Immatures are more difficult to distin-
guish and in most cases they are effectively
inseparable at sea. At close range, however,
there are two characters that appear to be
reliable: the pattern of the dark feathering in
front of the eye, and the shape of the prox-
imal margin of the culminicorn plate (the
plate that lies along the culmen ridge, which
is bright yellow in adults). Immatures of both
subspecies show a white head and a dark eye-
patch but, although there is some overlap,
Atlantic generally shows a more extensive
eye-patch than Indian. In the case of the
British bird, the extensive dark patch is a
clear pointer to Atlantic. Differences in bill
structure are perhaps a more clear-cut means
of separating the two forms and Brooke et al.
(1980) stated that these are diagnostic. Dif-
ferences in the shape of the proximal margin

of the culminicorn were illustrated in detail
by Robertson (2002); essentially, this is
rounded in Atlantic and pointed in Indian –
see fig. 1.

Gantlett & Pym (2007) presented a series
of photographs of Atlantic Yellow-nosed
Albatross, against which they compared pho-
tographs of the Brean bird, and their article
helped to clarify aspects of bill pattern and
structure. In addition, Tony Pym commented
elsewhere on the bird’s origins, stating that
the Brean bird was ‘without doubt, an
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross’ (Birdwatch
182: 67). 

Further support for the identification as
Atlantic Yellow-nosed was provided by Peter
Ryan, who reviewed the published images of
the bird from Somerset. Peter, who is based at
the Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African
Ornithology, has been observing both
Yellow-nosed Albatross taxa since the early
1980s and is extremely familiar with them.
He spent a year studying them at sea off
southern Africa, and has handled and ringed
hundreds of both (Indian on Prince Edward
Island, most recently in 2001; and Atlantic on
Tristan da Cunha and Gough, most recently
in 2007). He also conducts autopsies on long-
line casualties returned by observers on
vessels off South Africa (including 10–20
Indians per annum, most of  which are
adults). Peter examined the photographs
unaware of other opinions, other than that
the bird had been identified as a Yellow-
nosed Albatross. He commented: ‘I have no
doubt that it is an Atlantic bird, based on the
broad top [base] to the yellow [pale] stripe
on the culminicorn. You will probably
struggle to get many shots of birds in compa-
rable plumage – we do not see them back on
the islands in this plumage, and for some
reason virtually all the longline casualties are
adults. But the photos clearly show the bill
details, and I have never seen an Indian bird
with anything approaching this shape,
whereas it is typical of Atlantic (indeed, you
occasionally see Atlantic birds with much
narrower yellow stripes). The colour of the
head is not very informative, but it already
shows quite a large amount of grey around
the eye, which again supports Atlantic in
such a young bird.’ 

In addition, Jean-Claude Stahl, based at
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the Museum of New Zealand, commented in
support of the difference in the dark eye-
patch between the two forms, suggesting that
the bird was an Atlantic Yellow-nosed
because of its distinctly ‘triangular’ eye-patch
compared with the rounder patch of Indian
Yellow-nosed. 

In summary, on the basis of these two
main criteria, and supported by the com-
ments of observers familiar with the two
forms, the British bird was identified as an
Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross T. c.
chlororhynchos. It was added to Category A of
the British List in 2009 (BOU 2010).

Distribution and vagrancy
The Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross breeds
on all the islands in the Tristan da Cunha
archipelago, and nearby Gough Island, in the
South Atlantic. Recent estimates of the total
population are of 27,500–41,600 breeding
pairs, although the data for some islands are
more than 30 years out of date (Ryan 2008;
www.birdlife.org). This albatross has suffered
high mortality as a result of longline fishing,
and Cuthbert et al. (2003) suggested that the
population was declining at an annual rate of
1.5–2.8% per annum on Gough, and 5.5%
per annum on Tristan da Cunha. Outside the
breeding season, most remain in the vicinity
of the breeding islands or move towards the
coast of southern Africa. Others, particularly
immatures, disperse widely throughout the
South Atlantic, commonly occurring between
25°S and 50°S, and regularly into coastal
waters off Namibia and Angola, with some
reaching as far north as 15°S off the coast of
western Africa. Others occur west to coastal
South America and east throughout the
southern Indian Ocean as far as New Zealand
(Hagen 1982; ACAP 2009a). 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross breeds on
the islands of Prince Edward, Crozet, Ker-
guelan, Amsterdam and St Paul in the southern
Indian Ocean. The most recent estimates put
the total breeding population at just over
41,500 pairs, equating to more than 160,000
individuals of all age classes (ACAP 2009b;
www.birdlife.org). As with Atlantic Yellow-
nosed, numbers have declined and longline
fisheries are again an important factor. For
example, data from study plots on Amsterdam
Island suggest that this population has

decreased at a rate of approximately 4% per
year. Between 1982 and 2006 the total popula-
tion on Amsterdam Island, the most important
site, is estimated to have decreased from 37,000
to 27,000 pairs (Rolland et al. 2009).

The Yellow-nosed Albatross is a vagrant to
the North Atlantic but it is the most regularly
recorded albatross in the west, where it
appears with increasing frequency off the
eastern seaboard of the USA, particularly off
North Carolina and New England. This may
at least partly reflect better observer coverage
in recent years, with birders regularly travel-
ling to the edge of the continental shelf in
search of pelagic seabirds. Of the 36 accepted
records of Yellow-nosed Albatross from the
USA, 15 have occurred since 2000, as have a
further seven of the 29 hypothetical records
(summarised at www.scribd.com/doc/
16343708/Mark-Libby-and-Yellow-Nosed-
Albatross). It has been recorded in all
months from February to October, but 14 of
the 36 accepted records are from May. While
most records have been well offshore, some
have been of birds found grounded on land,
thus similar to the British bird when found at
Brean. 

Yellow-nosed Albatrosses are much rarer
in the northeast Atlantic. Prior to 2007, there
was just one accepted record from the
Western Palearctic, an adult photographed at
sea c. 30 km northwest of Halten (Sør-Trøn-
delag), Norway, on 13th April 1994. Norway’s
second Yellow-nosed Albatross was seen just
prior to the discovery of the British bird in
Somerset, an immature photographed at sea
c. 10 km west of Grip, Møre og Romsdal,
Kristiansund, on 28th June 2007. This bird
was seen again off the Heidrun oil platform
on 4th–5th and 7th–8th July 2007. Photo -
graphs have established that it was a different
individual from that recorded in Somerset,
Lincolnshire and Sweden. 

This pattern of vagrancy is quite different
from that shown by the Black-browed Alba-
tross, of which there are just seven accepted
records off the eastern seaboard of the USA.
This species is recorded almost annually in
European waters, however, most frequently in
Britain (with 24 records), Ireland (13) and
Norway (17), but has also occurred in
Iceland, Faeroes, Sweden, Denmark,
Germany, France, Spain, Portugal and Italy.
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Taxonomy 
Traditionally, all 13 species of albatross
were included in the genus Diomedea .
Alexander et al. (1965) recognised the dis-
tinctive appearance of the two ‘sooty’ alba-
trosses and proposed that they be included
in the genus Phoebetria and treated as dis-
tinct from the other species, which were
retained in Diomedea. Subsequently, Nunn
et al. (1996) investigated the phylogenetic
relationships among all the albatrosses
based on DNA evidence and confirmed the
existence of four distinct groupings. They
recommended that Diomedea should be
restricted to the two species of ‘great’ alba-
tross, to form a sister genus to the four
species of  Phoebastr ia breeding in the
warmer waters of the North Pacific. The
five species of mollymawk included in Tha-
lassarche are derived from a different
ancestor, and Thalassarche is the sister
group to Phoebetria, which contains the two
sooty albatrosses. This revised taxonomy
has been widely accepted, including by
BOURC (Knox et al. 2002). 

Albatrosses are particularly loyal to their
breeding grounds, however, with little inter-
change between colonies, and this has
enabled several distinct forms to evolve in
isolation. This has led to suggestions that
each of these distinct taxa should be treated
as a species under the Phylogenetic Species
Concept, and this approach has received
widespread support (e.g. Robertson & Nunn
1998, Brooke 2004). If  it is adopted, the
number of species in Thalassarche increases
from five to 11, including two species of
Yellow-nosed Albatross (Atlantic and
Indian). These findings were questioned by
Penhallurick & Wink (2004), who found the
genetic distance between Atlantic and Indian
Yellow-nosed Albatrosses to be just 0.35%.
This is arguably a relatively small degree of
differentiation, but justifies the continued
recognition of carteri as a separate taxon.
Genetic distance per se is not a good measure
of species divergence, however, and it is
recognised that albatrosses reproduce at
much slower rates than smaller species
(which might show a much higher rate of
divergence over a given period).

This debate is still ongoing, but there
remains widespread support for treating

the two Yellow-nosed Albatross taxa as dis-
tinct species, an approach which is sup-
ported by BirdLife International , the
Agreement on the Conservation of Alba-
trosses  and Petrels  (ACAP) and the
Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition
(ASOC), which are involved in albatross
conservation and recognise the effect
which longline fisheries are having upon
individual populations.
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Editorial comment Martin Collinson, BOURC Chairman, commented: ‘There were no 
significant provenance issues associated with this bird, and the identification to subspecies had
been very carefully researched and summarised by BBRC, leaving little for BOURC to do in this
case. Given that albatross taxonomy remains controversial, and that the Atlantic (nominate
chlororhynchos) and Indian Ocean (carteri) split may in future be adopted by BOU, the sub-
species assignment of this individual had to be watertight. Although previous authors had
noticed that there was individual variation in plumage, and bill pigmentation and structure,
between individual Yellow-nosed Albatrosses, it was Brooke et al. (1980) who first firmly related
that to geographical variation and delineated two subspecies. 

‘BOURC concurred with BBRC and other workers that there has to be a note of caution and
that none of the identification criteria should be used uncritically. In the file, there were photo-
graphs of specimens of carteri where the culminicorn plate appeared to bulge very slightly
behind the nostrils, and of nominate chlororhynchos where the yellow culmen stripe was slightly
more tapering and pointed basally than on other individuals. However, there was nothing to
suggest that the identification criteria for the two subspecies were not robust. BOURC agreed
that the photographs of the Brean Down bird unequivocally assigned it to nominate chlororhyn-
chos and added Yellow-nosed Albatross to Category A of the British List.’

Adam Rowlands, in his capacity as BBRC Chairman, added: ‘It is often the case that rare birds
seen by non-birders lack sufficient documentation for them to be accepted by BBRC. This is not
that surprising given that the observers will not be skilled in the discipline of describing accu-
rately what they have observed to the level required to convince the Committee. With the greater
photographic opportunities presented by digital stills and video, this situation is beginning to
change and this record is a perfect example of that. Not only were the observers of this bird, none
of them practised field birders, able to collect sufficient detail to identify it to species, but the
clarity of the photographs have enabled it to be assigned to subspecies with confidence. This level
of detail could prove exceptionally valuable if the proposal to split the two subspecies is adopted
in due course.

‘BBRC is very grateful for the efforts of the County Recorders, Brian Gibbs in Somerset and
Steve Keightley in Lincolnshire, for ensuring that the descriptions and images of the birds were
collated and submitted to the Committee. They were circulated and unanimously accepted on
first circulation. There was quite a lot of discussion surrounding the criteria for subspecific 
identification during the circulation and extra information on this was sought from external
experts. The findings of these deliberations are included here. 

‘In addition to these two sightings, we received a third-party report from the mouth of the
River Yeo, Avon, on 30th June 2007, and a submission from Carsington Water, Derbyshire, on
2nd July 2007. Both were passed on to us by the relevant County Recorders, who felt that they
could relate to this bird. The Committee considered that the Derbyshire sighting could possibly
relate to the same bird, en-route from Somerset to Lincolnshire, but it was felt that the level of
detail obtained in both instances was insufficient to accept the record (Brit. Birds 102: 601). 

‘Yellow-nosed Albatross is now occurring significantly more frequently off the Atlantic coast
of North America than Black-browed Albatross, and is clearly a potential candidate for further
vagrancy to the UK, but it is difficult to envisage that other individuals will be identified to sub-
species as easily as this one. Land- and ship-based observers should be mindful of the distin-
guishing features of the Thalassarche species, just in case they are fortunate enough to be the first
birders to set eyes on a Yellow-nosed in our waters.’
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