
trichomonosis received much publicity for its
negative impact on Greenfinch Carduelis
chloris populations (Robinson et al. 2010; see
also Brit. Birds 103: 547). GBFS counts bear
out this downturn with the average weekly
peak count per garden more than halving in
the past six winters.

The future
Forty years of the GBFS have revealed many
important trends in gardens and as our
world becomes increasingly urbanised, the
value of the survey will continue to grow.
These important results have come to light
only through the dedicated observations of
UK householders. The BTO is indebted to
their support and would like to encourage
others to make their garden observations
count by contacting BTO Garden BirdWatch,
BTO, The Nunnery, Thetford, Norfolk, IP24
2PU; tel. 01842 750050; e-mail gbw@bto.org
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John Warham provides an example of what
can be done in ornithology. A small, enter-
prising, intelligent person, an acute and
knowledgeable observer, and pleasant to deal
with, he was born in Halifax, Yorkshire, and
was educated in Retford, Nottinghamshire. It
was here that he studied the birds of a patch in
Sherwood Forest, eventually publishing a
splendid account of them illustrated with flash
photography, Bird-watcher’s Delight (Country
Life, 1951). His early adult life was interrupted
by the Second World War, when he joined the
British Army, being demobilised as a Captain
in 1946. He then pursued bird photography,
spending 12 years travelling around Australia
with his wife Pat, visiting offshore islands
while she went nursing, writing papers,
popular articles, and books about wildlife
photography and cinematography (both
1966). When I called on him at his subsequent
exhibition in London, the other visitor was a
respectful young David Attenborough.

Having done virtually all he could in bird

photography, he resumed his education at
Durham University, ascending the academic
steps to DSc in 1985. Meanwhile, he had
taken up a teaching post at the University of
Canterbury, New Zealand, in 1966, and
resumed his visits to subantarctic islands,
studying first the crested penguins and then
the petrels, and writing copiously about
them. He collaborated with Dom and Vin
Serventy in a classic Handbook of Australian
Sea-birds (Sydney, 1971), and eventually con-
centrated on the petrels, doing original
research around the world on such subjects
as their stomach oil and voices, and eventu-
ally writing two large books on The Petrels:
their ecology and breeding systems (1990) and
The Petrels: their physiology, behaviour and
conservation (1996), saying nearly all that
could then be said about them. A remarkable
record and achievement.

W.R.P. Bourne

Obituary
John Warham (1919–2010)


