
Cypriots have been catching birds for at least
half a millennium (Locke 1904), and for over
a century the epicentre of this trade has been
known to lie in the southeast of the island.
The Cypriots are now trying to control it,
joined by the RAF at Akrotiri in the British
Sovereign Base Area in the west, but it is now
reported to be out of hand in the military
area at Dhekelia in the east (e.g. Brit. Birds
104: 104). The implications of this trade are
serious; last time I reviewed Cyprus ringing
recoveries, more than 40% were composed of
three species: Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
(27.6% – birds feed in the island on figs on
their way south and may stay for the winter),
Lesser Whitethroat S. curruca (8.1% – birds
move east on their way south and feed up on
berries) and Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
(6.6% – wintering birds). The origin of the
Blackcaps is shown in table 1. While they
come from all round eastern Europe, there
are fewer than might be expected from

Poland and Germany. It may be wondered
whether losses to the south may explain why
German birds have recently started wintering
in Britain.
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Northern Gannets on Lundy
There was an omission in the fine paper
‘Seabirds on Lundy’ (Brit. Birds 104:
139–158) when describing the fortunes of the
former Northern Gannet Morus bassanus
colony on the island. In 1938, the then owner
of the island, Martin Coles Harman, sought
the co-operation of R. M. Lockley, then resi-
dent on Skokholm, to obtain Gannet eggs
from Grassholm. Lundy had been purchased
in 1937 by Harman for his son John, who was
killed in April 1944 during the siege of
Kohima, Nagaland, India.

Martin Harman, in a letter of  11th
January 1939 to James Fisher, then Honorary
Treasurer of  the BTO, described how
‘Lockley, good fellow, sent me twenty Gannet
eggs by arrangement, and will do the same
next year.’ These were placed into the nests of
Great Cormorants Phalacrocorax carbo.
Although the eggs arrived rather late,

Harman reports in the same letter that he
later saw what he believed to be two young
Gannets, and although others confirmed that
view, he remained uncertain. He concluded
his letter by saying ‘in 1939 we will try to be a
little more scientific. I am quite set upon re-
introducing gannets.’ 

In 1939 there was a second attempt.
Martin Harman reported that the scheme
was a complete failure, the Cormorants
‘having for the most part thrown out the eggs
or deserted them’ (Fisher & Vevers 1943). The
outbreak of the Second World War put paid
to any further plans to continue these efforts.
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Table 1. International movements of ringed
Blackcaps Sylvia atricapilla between Cyprus
and elsewhere.

Norway and Sweden 18
Finland and USSR 13
Poland 9
Germany 6
Czech Republic/Slovakia 19
Southeast Europe 10
Middle East 7
Total 82


