
Notes 
Shags laying two clutches Shags Phalacrocorax aristotelis have long 
been considered capable of producing two broods in one breeding 
season, but direct evidence of this is lacking (see The Handbook, vol 4; 
D. A. Bannerman, 1959, The Birds of the British Isles, vol. 8). No second 
clutches were recorded by Drs J. C. Coulson and G. R. Potts during 
their studies of Shags on the Fame Islands, Northumberland, nor by 
Mrs Barbara K. Snow on Lundy, Devon {Brit. Birds, 56:77-103,164-186; 
60: 214-215; Ibis, 102: 554-575). Evidence was, however, obtained 
in 1971 of two clutches laid by a pair on Brownsman, an island in the 
Fame group. 

The pair in question, both members of which were uniquely colour-
ringed and could readily be recognised as individuals, laid a first 
clutch of three eggs in late March; it was estimated that the first 
egg was laid on 23 rd March. One chick hatched and was last seen on 
23 rd June, after which it was presumed to have left the nest and 
fledged successfully. The parents continued to occupy and defend the 
nest site, rebuilt the nest and subsequently laid a second clutch of 
two eggs, the first on 27th July. Unfortunately, the birds became 
progressively less attentive to their parental duties and these eggs 
disappeared on 20th August. 

This pair was the first to lay on the Fame Islands in 1971; indeed, 
the estimated date (23 rd March) was only one week later than the 
earliest ever recorded there. Assuming that those birds that come into 
breeding condition first are biologically the 'fittest', it seems reasonable 
that they would also be the most likely to lay a second clutch after 
the successful fledging of their first brood. This observation should, 
however, be considered exceptional, because no indication of a 
second brood had even been suspected during over 2,000 'bird-years' 
recorded at the Fame Islands colonies before 1971. Most early or 
late breeding records are more likely merely to indicate the unusually 
variable and extended breeding season of this species. I . R. D E A N S 
Department of Zoology, University of Durham, South Road, Durham 

Grey Heron squatting and being attacked by Carrion Crow On 6th 
December 1970 I was watching a Grey Heron Ardea cinerea apparently 
searching for food in a field near Weir Wood Reservoir, Sussex, when 
it suddenly squatted down, almost lying on the grass, and, leaning 
forward, partly opened its wings in the way a Cormorant Phalacro-
corax carbo does when drying them. Two Carrion Crows Corpus corone 
corone were fairly near, and one advanced on the heron from behind 
and pecked tentatively at its tail feathers five or six times before 
jumping back quickly, as if alarmed. It then repeated these actions. 
The heron showed no reaction, other than further opening its wings. 
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After a few minutes it closed its wings, but the crow still continued 
pecking until a second heron flew down and attempted to land on the 
first which was still crouching, causing it to fly off. The second heron 
soon followed without adopting this pose. A. P. D. CRAMB 

/ Grange Close, Merstham, Redbill, Surrey R H I 3DY 

Derek Goodwin has commented that the crow showed incipient 
attacking behaviour typical olCorvus. The crouching heron may possibly 
have been a trespasser on the feeding territory of the other and may 
have squatted on seeing it. He has recorded similar behaviour by a 
Grey Heron which suddenly crouched low (having been standing up a 
moment before) and stayed almost or quite motionless until a second 
heron swooped down at it, whereupon the first one fled and was 
fiercerly pursued in flight for several hundred yards. EDS 

Goldeneyes breeding in nestbox in Scotland In 1970 a pair of 
Goldeneyes Bucephala clangula nested at a lochan in Inverness-shire, 
the first recorded case of breeding in Scotland {Scot. Birds, 6: 197-198; 
Brit. Birds, 64: 75). In spring 1971 a drake and two ducks frequented 
the same water; their behaviour suggested breeding and in midsummer 
one of the ducks was observed in a very agitated state flying into 
near-by woodland from the loch as though she had young in the 
vicinity, although no ducklings were ever seen. Breeding was confirmed 
when the remains of a Goldeneye's nest were found in a large nestbox 
on a near-by loch. The nest contained many fragments of hatched egg 
shells as well as the squashed remains of two unhatched eggs. One egg 
was sufficiently undamaged to be repaired: it measured 5 8 mm by 43 
mm. The eggs were greenish-blue, smooth and unmarked. The nest 
lining consisted of small whitish feathers, about 30 mm in length, and 
fine greyish down. 

This nestbox was one of a batch specially constructed and put up 
in the Highlands in the early 1960's by the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds in the hope that the Goldeneyes, which linger on 
in spring, would remain to breed. The project was organised by George 
Waterston who had seen these ducks using similar nestboxes in 
Finland. R. H. D E N N I S 

The Old Manse, Kothiemurchus, Aviemore, Inverness-sbire 

Herring Gull colony in unusual habitat Since 1966, a colony of 
Herring Gulls Larus argentatus has been building up at Needs Oar 
Point, on the low, mainland coast of Hampshire, centred on a reed-
fringed lake set in fields grazed by cattle. Fig. 1 shows the area where 
the colony has developed. The following habitats are marked: 
(1) A strip of recent shingle along the mainland shore (A) and patches 

on Gull Island (B). This shingle is almost bare of vegetation. 
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(2) Old, compacted shingle covered with grasses and flowers (C). 
(3) Grass fields with marshy patches (D, E) and shallow pools (F), 

the whole below high tide level and protected by a sea-wall. 
(4) An artificial, reed-fringed lake (G) enclosed by an embankment. 
These are the places chosen by the Herring Gulls as nesting areas, 
sites D, E, F and G being the most favoured. 

The fields are used regularly for grazing cattle, although the animals 
do not seem to feed much in the areas used by the gulls, probably 
because there is too much coarse rush growing in clumps among 
the grass. Neither the fields nor the pools are much disturbed by 
people in the breeding season since the whole is a wardened bird 
reserve set in a private estate. The shingle is subject to even less 
disturbance since this is also part of the reserve and is not grazed 
by cattle. Least disturbed of all is the shingle on Gull Island since 
no-one has access, other than the wardens, on account of the terns 
that nest there. 

The Spartina flats on Gull Island and on both sides of the Beaulieu 
River are the site of a rapidly expanding colony of Black-headed 
Gulls JL. ridibundus that has grown from 1,200 pairs in 1962 to about 
20,000 pairs in 1971. Gull Island is also the site of a large ternery 
and this congregation of breeding seabirds must have been a crucial 
factor in the growth of the Herring Gull colony (Taverner 1966). For 

Fig. 1. Sketch map of Needs Oar Point, Hampshire, showing locations of habitats 
A-G (see text) 
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many years, up to 300 Herring Gulls have been attracted to the 
Black-headed Gull colony in summer, but it was not until 1966 that 
the first pair bred, on the shingle of Gull Island. One to five pairs 
nested annually for the next four years, but in 1971 there was a sudden 
increase to between 18 and 23. (The possibility of replacement nests 
for pairs that failed at the first attempt makes an exact count im
possible). Four pairs nested on A, one each on B and C, four in large 
tufts of rush at D, six at E (two in rushes, four on short grass), four 
at F (one on a small island, three on mud) and three around G. 

One of the most surprising features is the presence of the gulls 
in the field area throughout the year, the birds flying round any 
intruder even in mid-winter and showing the same territorial concern 
then as one expects in spring. J. H. TAVERNER 

13 Stackers Avenue, Winchester, Hampshire 

REFERENCE 
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David Saunders, organiser of the Seabird Group's national survey 
'Operation Seafarer', has commented that he has no records of Herring 
Gull colonies in wet grass fields at sea-level. There are a number 
of colonies on shingle, and others in fields back from cliffs or rocky 
shores, in both grass and growing cereals. EDS 

Blue Tits nesting in House Martins' nest On 1st June 1971, in 
Middleton Dale, Derbyshire, while counting nests of House Martins 
Delichon urbica on a limestone cliff, I noticed a Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 
fly from one of them. This was at the edge of the colony of <about 21 
nests, and some 75 feet above ground level. During the next ten 
minutes I watched two Blue Tits frequently taking food to the nest, 
often feeding their young at the entrance hole. When approaching 
from above the tits flew there direct, but if coming from below they 
made the journey in several short stages. R. A. FROST 

6 Langhurst Court, Ashgate, Chesterfield, Derbyshire 

Flight call of Continental Song Thrush The Handbook stated that 
the voice of the Continental Song Thrush Turdus p. philomelos is 'as 
British race' [c/arkei] and this presumably includes the flight calls. 
Between 09.20 and 11.00 hours on 4th October 1971 M. E. Griffiths, 
J. Harfleet and I observed a large movement of thrushes at Sandwich 
Bay, Kent. A total of about 480 birds was seen to arrive from the 
north-east in parties of 40 to 120. Some were passing directly inland 
but others were settling in trees and bushes. Everywhere in the sky 
could be heard thin, far-carrying 'seeh' calls which we thought were 
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being made by Redwings T. iliacus: we assumed at first that this was 
the species principally involved. When flocks of 100 and later 120 
settled in some tall elms, however, all were found to be Song Thrushes. 
Some single birds flew off low giving a dryer 'sip' call, but once a 
flock rose high it was again a thin and penetrating 'seeh' which filled 
the air. We suspected that the Redwings we thought we were hearing 
were passing over high and unseen, or that a few Redwings were 
present and were the only birds calling, but during the whole 2-^-hour 
period of observation not a single Redwing was identified. All the 
birds appeared to be 'grey and wild' Continental Song Thrushes, as 
were two that were trapped later in the day 

On 15 th October smaller parties of Song Thrushes were again 
heard to give the same flight-contact call while passing over at about 
100 feet—Redwing-like, but shorter. Fifty of these descended into 
cover and three were subsequently trapped. By then I was satisfied 
that this flight call was being given by Continental Song Thrushes. 

I feel certain that the 'seeh' call is wrongly considered diagnostic 
of Redwings and that the flight calls of these two species need further 
investigation. At present any such call heard in darkness is usually 
attributed without hesitation to a Redwing. J . N . H O L L Y E R 

21 Temple Way, Worth, Deal, Kent 

Booted Warbler in the Isles of Scilly Following a period of light 
breezes, the winds over south-west England strengthened on 22nd 
October 1966 and blew hard from the north-east. The result was a 
complex fall of birds on St Agnes, Isles of Scilly, and on 23rd and 
24th five rarities were identified. These were a Long-billed Dowitcher 
l^imnodromus scolopaceus, a Richard's Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae, a Red-
throated Pipit A. cervinus, a Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata and, top 
of the list, a Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata. The last was only the 
fourth for Britain and Ireland, and although it was published in the 
'Report on rare birds in Great Britain in 1966' (Brit. Birds, 60: 325) 
no supporting details have yet been given. This note rectifies the 
situation. 

The Booted Warbler spent at least ten hours of the 23 rd in the 
shelter of some kale in the island centre. It was first seen by R. E. 
Emmett and myself at 07.00 hours, then by D. B. Wooldridge at 15.00 
hours and finally by P. R. Holness, R. J. and Mrs A. Johns and E. J. 
Wiseman at 17.00 hours. On each occasion the bird was flushed from 
the kale and then watched perched in near-by hedges. All views were 
brief, but a sketch was made and the following description obtained: 

A small dumpy warbler, slightly larger than Chiffchaff Pbylhscopus collybita 
but distinctly smaller than Garden Warbler Sylvia borin (both species also 
present in the kale); at times like a short-tailed Sylvia but fluttering flight action 
indicated affinity to Hippolais, fully confirmed by stance, heavy movements 
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in cover, short fan-shaped wings and short square tail; bill very small compared 
with normal Hippolais, looking weak but nevertheless appearing hooked at 
close range, in colour dark greyish-horn with noticeably pale base to lower 
mandible; head noticeably domed (recalling Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca) 
and greyish-ochre or greyish-brown as were entire upperparts, their uniformity 
relieved only by primaries a little darker than rest of wing, an indistinct pale 
shade on the tertials, short indistinct whitish supercilium, thin pale eye-ring 
and thin pale outer margins to tail; underparts whitish, washed faintly with 
cream and relieved only by huffish-grey or dusky-brown patches almost 
meeting across chest; legs grey. When folded, the wings appeared short, with 
primary tips just reaching the end of the uppertail-coverts and the visible 
length of the primaries similar to that in the Melodious Warbler H. polyglotta. 

During the day all observers immediately recognised the bird as a 
small Hippolais and the most economical solution was H. caligata. 
Nevertheless there was the possibility of confusion between that 
species and exceptionally small Olivaceous Warblers H. pallida, like 
those discovered migrating through Jordan in the spring of 1966 
(and probably belonging to the race elaeica). Thus, although the bird 
lacked the character of that species (shown by even the smallest 
individuals observed in Jordan), a small measure of doubt remained. 
Luckily this was dispelled when, through the courtesy of R. H. Dennis, 
R.E.E., R.J.J, and I were able to compare our notes with details 
of a Booted Warbler on Fair Isle, Shetland, in August and September 
of the same year.* These included a photograph of the bird perched 
in a natural pose. Our immediate and unanimous reaction was that 
the two individuals could only have been of the same species and our 
last doubts were finally removed. D. I. M. WALLACE 

13 Doncel Court, Forest View, London E4 7AW 

Spotted Flycatchers nesting in sea cliff Spotted Flycatchers Musci-
capa striata are regular passage migrants on the Calf of Man, but 
there are no previous breeding records for the island. During late 
June and early July 1971 a pair was frequently observed on the cliffs 
where a steep-sided gully known as the Mill Giau enters the sea in 
a narrow bay (the Leodan). On 15 th July R. E. Smith located their 
nest in the western cliff face of the gully about 100 yards in from 
the open sea and no more than 50 yards from high-water-mark. At 
this point the almost sheer, cliff is 40 feet high; the nest, about ten 
feet above the base, was lodged in a small vertical crevice running 
down the cliff face and was the usual rather flimsy structure, in this 
case of fine grasses. The nearest trees, a solitary ash and a small bed 
of willows, are 200 yards distant. The adults appeared to do all their 
searching for insects from various points on the cliffs. 

When found, the nest contained three young about eight days old. 

* This, too, was included in the 'Report on rare birds' but details have not yet 
been published. 
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These were ringed later that day and they fledged on 19th. By 21st 
they had moved into the ash tree and within a few days had reached 
the well-sheltered garden of the observatory, half a mile away, where 
there are some large trees. All three young were observed almost 
daily until 24th August when they apparently left the island. 

The nest site appears to be a most unusual one for this species 
and I can find no previous reference to Spotted Flycatchers nesting 
in sea cliffs, though small inland cliffs (for example, quarries) have been 
recorded; the nest is usually sited on a building or in a tree. 

MALCOLM W R I G H T 

Calf of Man Bird Observatory, via Port St Mary, Isle of Man 

Southern occurrences of Greenland Redpolls in Britain In their 
recent publication The Status of Birds in Britain and Ireland (1971), 
the Records Committee of the British Ornithologists' Union lists two 
records of the Greenland Redpoll Acanthis flammea rostrata in England. 
The first, of one shot at Breydon Water, Norfolk, on 31st December 
1947, was the subject of a short note in this journal in 1951 (Brit. 
Birds, 44: 91-92) but no details have been published of the second, 
of one on St Agnes, Isles of Scilly, on 27th and 28th October 1966. 
In 1971, St Agnes provided a third record of a bird showing the 
characters of this subspecies, on 25 th October, and this note gives 
brief details of both the 1966 and 1971 occurrences. The two were in 
similar plumage and were essentially large, swarthy redpolls with 
noticeably large and deep bills, heavy 'zebra' stripes on their flanks 
and uniform rumps lacking any paleness. Their flight calls sounded 
rather flat and, in the case of the 1971 individual, were certainly 
so compared with other migrant Redpolls (some, at least, nominate 
flammea) passing at the same time. 

Reference to The Handbook and Dr C. Vaurie's The Birds of the Pale-
arctic Fauna: Passeriformes (1959) shows that the St Agnes occurrences 
constitute the most southerly dispersal yet noted of rostrata on the 
coasts of the east Atlantic. Since, however, the weather situation 
that preceded their appearance (north-westerly or westerly gales in 
both years) is commonly associated with the arrival of birds sharing 
the same latitudes for breeding, it seems likely that this really rather 
distinct subspecies is overlooked. Passage of rostrata is variable 
in north and north-west Scotland but, as suggested by the B.O.U. 
Records Committee (op. cit.), it is probable that a small population 
of this race winters somewhere in Britain and Ireland. Certainly 
none has ever been recorded in Continental Europe except at Heligo
land where it is a casual visitor. Incidentally, the bald statement in 
The Status of Birds in Britain and Ireland that 'the winter quarters of 
this subspecies are not known' seems to be a confusion of context. 
The main population of rostrata winters from southern Greenland to 
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eastern Canada, in Iceland and casually in the central and eastern 
United States south to New Jersey (Vaurie, op. cit., and W. E. Godfrey, 
1966, The Birds ofCanada). D. I. M. WALLACE 

TJ Donee/ Court, Forest View, London E4 7 AW 
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