
Letters 
Migration at Hook Head, Co. Wexford, in October 1971 I found 
D. I. M. Wallace's paper on events on St Agnes, Isles of Scilly, in 
October 1971 (Brit. Birds, 65: 208-220) extremely interesting, since 
fairly similar results were obtained during observations from 4th to 
16th of that month at Hook Head, Co. Wexford, 250 km north by 
west of St Agnes. The following is a brief summary. 

On 4th the winds were light south-easterly and movement of the 
commoner migrants towards the south and east was evident; a fine 
male Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus spent most of the day chasing small 
birds in the low-hedged fields. Over the next few days small numbers 
of Turtle Doves Streptopelia turtur, Redstarts Phoenicurus phoenicurus, 
Black Redstarts P. ochruros, Pied Flycatchers Ficedula hypoleuca and 
Redwings Tardus iliacus arrived and departed. By 8th the wind had 
swung to the west and increased in strength, bringing in Goldcrests 
Regulus regulus, Redpolls Acanthis flammea, Linnets A. cannabina and 
a Merlin Falco columbarius. Some Twites A. flavirostris passed through 
on the following day. Meanwhile sea-watching was proving interesting: 
two Cory's Shearwaters Calonectris diomedea on 9th, Great Skuas 
Stercorarius skua on 9th and 10th, a Pomarine Skua S. pomarinus on 
10th and a Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius on n th . 

By 12th, the day the Nighthawk Chordeiles minor was found on St 
Agnes, the gale-force winds had petered out and a ridge of high 
pressure extended from Greenland to Rockall. From early morning to 
dusk White-fronted Geese Anser albifrons were passing over the Head 
in small parties from the west and north-west. In the late evening 
3,500 Golden Plovers Pluvialis apricaria and two Merlins came in from 
the north, 1,000 of the plovers remaining until the following day. It 
was, however, a small yellow and buff passerine which really caused the 
pulses to race on 12th. It spent most of its time dipping into a bushy 
tangle of scrub and re-emerging to watch its disturbers, or buzzing 
around the periphery of the beet fields looking remarkably like an 
elongated Kingfisher Alcedo atthis. It proved to be an American 
Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus, the first recorded in Ireland. 

The 14th was a quiet day, with only three Barnacle Geese Branta 
kucopsis, some Whinchats Saxicola rubetra and a Carrion Crow Corpus 
corone corone to liven the scene. Nonetheless, spirits were high as the 
wind veered from north-east to south; the situation seemed perfect 
for a fall. In the event, the 'avalanche' that occurred proved almost 
overwhelming, and many frustrating 'hoodwinks' were recorded in 
the blinding rain and mist. Probably the worst of these involved a small 
chat with a wavering, flycatcher-like flight, which momentarily 
flashed an orange flank before flicking into cover almost at the ob-
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server's feet. The views were far too brief to allow even working 
notes, but the incident is mentioned here for the sake of completeness, 
since Mr Wallace reported a possible 'Bluetail' also on 15 th. Despite 
the frustrations, however, there was at the end of the day quite a 
respectable list of interesting migrants: a Short-eared Owl Asio flam-
meus and a Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio, 5 5 Fieldfares T. pilaris, 
65 Redwings, six Firecrests R. ignicapillus, large numbers of Goldcrests, 
Robins Erithacus rubecula and Phylloscopus warblers (including a 
ChifFchaff P. collybita apparently of one of the northern races), 
six Bramblings Fringilla montifringilla and a phenomenal n o Siskins 
Carduelis spinas. 

The 16th, the last day, dawned clear and balmy and it was obvious 
that very many birds had departed; only four of the Siskins remained. 
Yet eight Firecrests were noted, three of them restlessly flying up 
from the elder bushes and heading west. Time was running short, but 
a quick check of the apple trees revealed some Blackcaps Sylvia 
atricapilla and an immature Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva. At 
about 10.00 hours a raptor streaked into view, perched briefly and 
was gone, gliding fast and low into the sunken fields behind the Old 
Well. A trail of birds marked its passage, leaving the observer to 
scribble furiously a description of a Goshawk Accipiter gentilis. At 
midday observations ceased. 

Thus it appears that in the first half of October 1971 an extensive 
northward displacement occurred along a defined corridor from 
Stilly to Co. Wexford; it might prove very interesting to correlate 
data from the Irish Sea stations and the Isles of Stilly to attempt to 
ascertain the limits of this movement and its European origins. It 
should be added that all rarity records have been accepted by the 
Irish Records Panel. C. C. M O O R E 
89 Butterfield Park, Kathfarnham, Dublin 14 

Flight call of Continental Song Thrush I was glad to see J. N. 
Hollyer confirm that migrant Song Thrushes of the Continental 
subspecies Turdus p. philomelos make a 'seeh' call like that of Redwings 
T. iliacus (Brit. Birds, 65: 170). I recorded this note myself from migrant 
Song Thrushes at Burford, Oxfordshire, on 15th October 1950, and 
included it among the voice characters for the species in The Pocket 
Guide to British Birds (1952). I have noted it twice since then, at Burford 
again on 26th September 1952, and near Marlow, Buckinghamshire, 
on 9th October 1967. Apart from my own writings, a quick (though 
admittedly incomplete) check of other identification books shows it 
only in the ever reliable T. A. Coward's The Birds of the British Isles 
and their Eggs (1920, vol 1). But, as Mr Hollyer said, how many wrong 
identifications of Redwings it must have caused. It only goes to 
underwrite the wisdom of the advice given me long ago by Dr David 
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Lack, that new facts should always be recorded in papers, not books, 
which obviously nobody ever reads 1 R. S. R. F I T T E R 
Drifts, Chinnor Hill, Oxford 

The genus 'Hesperiphona' in North America In N . Picozzi's 
recent paper on the occurrence of an Evening Grosbeak Hesperiphona 
vespertina on St Kilda (Brit. Birds, 64: 189-194), Dr Charles Vaurie is 
said to treat the eastern and western forms of the Evening Grosbeak 
as two distinct species. This evidently springs from a misinterpretation 
of his comments in A New Dictionary of Birds (1964). When he stated 
'Hesperiphona consists of 2 North American species, 1 of which ranges 
south to Guatemala', he was naturally—and quite clearly—referring to 
H. vespertina and the equally beautiful and striking H. abeillei, the 
Hooded Grosbeak or Abeille's Grosbeak, of the highlands of Mexico 
and Guatemala, and not to the eastern and western races of H. vespertina. 
(Hesperiphona is now often merged in Coccothraustes—for example, by 
Mayr and Short, Publ. Nuttall Orn. Club, 9.) P I E R R E D E V I L L E R S 
Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, 31 Rue Vautier, 
Bruxelles 4, Belgium 

Cretzschmar's Bunting in Sweden From 10th to 20th June 1967 a 
Cretzschmar's Bunting Emberiza caesia was present on Fair Isle, 
Shetland (Brit. Birds: 62: 144-148); this is the only British and Irish 
record of the species and at the time I concluded, from a search of the 
literature, that it was the only 20th century record for north-west 
Europe. Recently, however, I was very interested to note, in the 
Swedish journal Vdr Fdgelvdrld(2.8: 252), that a Cretzschmar's Bunting 
was seen near Ottenby (56°15'N, 16°15'E) on 29th and 30th May 1967. 
It was studied under good conditions and the photographs taken 
confirmed the identification. The closeness to the British dates is 
particularly interesting. R O Y H . D E N N I S 
The Old Manse, Rothiemurcbus, Aviemore, Inverness-shire 

In defence of 'Aves' As an amateur, I must write to take issue with 
Robert Hudson over his criticisms of the latest 'Aves' section of The 
Zoological Record (Brit. Birds, 65: 360-361). It is precisely to the amateur 
that the new system of cross-referencing is most important. For 
instance, I have long been collecting references' to birds bathing, and 
such subject headings are becoming increasingly vital for anyone whose 
particular interests are still largely ignored in the indices of most 
periodicals. 

I am not competent to pronounce on the economics of the rise in 
price, but surely it is not disputed that scholarship ought to be paid 
for: what an octogenarian may have chosen to do in retirement is 
really irrelevant. Libraries are there to be used, and it seems to me that 
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to press for a less adequate or less comprehensive publication, so that 
we can afford to keep our personal copies cosily in our own homes, 
would be a serious mistake. J. M. STAINTON 
14 Warwick Square, London swiv 2AB 
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