Jack Dawson used his grant to purchase ringing equipment
2018 was the year that I received my C permit from the BTO. Being a full-time student at the time, I was
a little worried that my enthusiasm wouldn’t be matched by my bank balance, as buying ringing
equipment can be expensive. I applied for a British Birds grant to pay for this equipment, was successful,
and in the period from October to the end of 2018 I have now been able to ring 215 birds of 12 species
in my garden, and retrap 52 individual birds from previous years, generating valuable survival data. My
favourite species that I have ringed in my garden so far are Lesser Redpoll and Redwing. I am very
grateful to British Birds because I know for certain that without this grant, I wouldn’t have been able to
be as active in this valuable, as well as enjoyable scientific work.

Dante Shepherd visited Falsterbo Bird Observatory
Falsterbo Bird Observatory is situated on a peninsula jutting out south-west into the Baltic Sea in
southern Sweden. In late August, early September 2018, I spent 2 fantastic weeks there, alongside and
learning from an international team of counters, ringers and scientists. Every dawn I would cycle a mile
to the very tip of the peninsular, called Nabben, to join the group assisting the main counter Nils Kjellén.
Nils has been counting birds at Nabben for over 20 years and is a legendary figure in the Swedish birding
scene. It was fascinating talking to him about bird identification and his different memories of finding
mega rare birds in the area. The sheer number of birds heading south to sub-Saharan Africa each day
was staggering. In good migration conditions we would count thousands of Honey-buzzards and
Sparrowhawks and tens of thousands of Yellow Wagtails and Tree Pipits, along with many other species.
We would keep a close eye on the weather forecast, with the best migration conditions being sun and
south-westerly winds following on from a succession of very windy or rainy days. My highlights were a
Red-footed Falcon, a Lesser Spotted Eagle, a Broad-billed Sandpiper and a Black Stork, all uncommon
sightings for the area. We would stay anything between 2 and 12 hours, depending on the number of
birds migrating, before heading back to the observatory to cook or get provisions in the nearby town of
Skanor.
I was also really lucky to observe ringing in the nearby lighthouse gardens and reedbeds, my highlight
being a juvenile Spotted Crake! A huge thank you to British Birds and for everyone at Falsterbo Bird
Observatory for enabling this inspiring, very enjoyable and memorable opportunity with its Young
Birders Grant.

Joshua Evans spent a couple of days at Portland Bill Observatory
In the middle of August I had a short stay at Portland Bill, courteous of a very generous grant from John
Eyre. This is a place I have visited for a while and every time I go there I can’t help but learn so much
knowledge from the masses of birders who pass by the observatory every day, as well as adding new
birds to my list. But as soon as I arrived for my short stay, it wasn’t a new bird I was greeted with,
instead it was a moth, a convolvulus hawkmoth. Whilst looking through the previous night’s moth catch
like a child opening their presents on Christmas, this huge lepidopteran caught my eye, almost as big as
my palm.

Throughout the day, another hawkmoth caught my eye, it hovered and flitted around the buddleia, and
it was a hummingbird hawkmoth. Asides from being hawkmoths, one thing these two have in common
is that they are migratory, coming all the way from the Mediterranean and North Africa.
The next day brought rain and heavy winds with it for most of the morning, putting a stop to any
thoughts of bird ringing. Every year there is a pair of little owls nesting in the disused quarry, so when
the sun came out in the late afternoon, I set out to see them. After around quarter of an hour of
searching, I thought my luck was out, but then I saw two yellow eyes staring back at me from this
diminutive bird.
Friday brought the best weather of my stay, and this meant ringing was a real
possibility. The birds were plentiful, catching many willow and sedge warblers, a
starling and a swallow. A walk along the coast didn’t produce much in the way of
seabirds, but as I walked along the lighthouse, a huge head in the water caught my
attention, that of a grey seal. Then another one emerged, this one darker in colour.
Grey seals are larger and with a longer snout than the admittedly cuter common seal.
The next day it was time to say goodbye to the Bill, but not before a morning stroll
along the coast walk which produced a fulmar and a Balearic shearwater, taking my
total bird list for the 4 days up to 25. This was a very enjoyable stay at Portland Bill,
and I will certainly be back in the future to get some more experience with bird
ringing.

Gavin Woodbridge also used his grant to purchase ringing equipment to set up a new ringing site
The BB grant has been invaluable for my pursuit of rings, necessary equipment and ultimately birds.
With the help of a couple local ringers of the Lothian Ringing Group we set up a ringing site in East
Lothian early in autumn 2018. The site proved to have potential with the first visit on a fen area in early
September, just inland from sand dunes, providing migrants. That first day on site recorded Spotted
Flycatcher, Whitethroat (in-off!) and numerous ‘Phylloscs’. The first birds trapped were a Great-spotted
Woodpecker and a Blackcap and we were hopeful for the rest of the autumn. At least until the westerly
winds set in. Although, the relentless westerly for the majority of September and October visits
produced some migrants against the odds with Chiffchaff, Goldcrests and Blackcaps ringed. The nearby
farmland as well provided much interest in winter with a very successful session catching finches,
buntings and mostly Tree Sparrows to the delight of keen trainees.
I’ve entered modest total of new birds into DEMON (Demography Online) for 2018 at this site, though
the new software takes some getting used to from its predecessor IPMR. Hopefully I will get more
practice with this new system with a higher ringing total this year. B-ring on 2019.

Elliot Montieth spent two weeks volunteering at Fair Isle Bird Obervatory
I love basic living, remote islands and a harsh environment, so it was a dream come true to spend two
weeks volunteering at the bird observatory on Fair Isle, Shetland made possible only by the BB Grant.
The experience was flawless with countless priceless memories made from the welcoming staff to the
biodiversity of the island itself.
A personal passion of mine is studying subspecies and island endemics, which being on Fair Isle gave me
arguably ample opportunity to do so: Fair Isle Field Mouse, ‘Faeroe’ Eider, ‘Shetland’ Starling and the
icing on the cake ‘Fair Isle’ Wren. The highlight of the trip for me was crouching down on the rocks in
South Haven on a calm sunny day, whilst having a trio of ‘Fair Isle’ Wren all to myself no more than a
few meters away - truly, a dream come true. In addition to the little brown jobs: Arctic Warbler, Barred
Warbler, Common Rosefinch and Marsh Warbler were all present during my stay. Picking up a Common
Rosefinch on call coming in off the sea was certainly unexpected!
I’m forever in the debt of BB, they made a dream become a reality. I loved and enjoyed every second of
the magic that Fair Isle had to offer, because as well as the wildlife working at the observatory was a
fantastic experience and environment – one I hope to return to.

Luke Anderson went to Bardsey Bird Observatory for their 2018 Young birders’ week
Thanks to the BB Trust for allowing me the great opportunity to visit Bardsey Island the second time
running as it has both amazing people, wildlife and astonishing scenery. I must say the first night on the
island was my highlight of the whole trip. As it turned dark you could see there was very little light
pollution so you could see the milkyway and the countless shooting starts pass by and the light from the
moon shining on the sea, it honestly is a sight to behold. To add to that brilliant nighttime atmosphere
the breeding Manx Shearwaters would fly overhead with their brilliant calls coming in to land. Because
of this we were within a few feet of these amazing sea birds and due to this it allowed us NGB's to get
up close and personal and with the supervision of the warden, we were given the opportunity to ring
them! I highly recommend a visit to Bardsey Island at least once, you won't regret it.

