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T H E county of Kent is of such importance ornithologically, that 
it is a subject for wonder and regret that no authoritative history 
of its avifauna has hitherto been published. Several small works 
there are, that have appeared at long intervals, dealing with 
specified areas, but taken together they do not cover more than 
half the area of the county. 

I t was therefore with feelings of eager anticipation that we 
turned to this volume, the first that purports to deal with the 
birds of the whole county. Our hopes were, however, soon 
turned to disappointment, for we found that it consisted almost 
entirely of the author's previously issued " Birds of the Dart-
ford District," with copious extracts from Prentis' " Birds of 
Eainham," and Dowker's " Birds of East Kent." A few quota
tions from the " Field " and one or two from the " Zoologist" 
are added, but no systematic attempt has been made to cull 
the mass of material that is to be found in the pages of these 
and other publications. Several of the local faunas, too, do 
not appear to have been consulted, and the county museum 
collections have hardly been mentioned. 

In any book dealing with the Birds of Kent we should expect 
such species as the Golden Oriole, Dartford Warbler and Kentish 
Plover to be treated of fairly exhaustively. Turning to the first-
named we find that the author mentions two birds that were seen 
near Dartford, and the rest of the account consists of two short 
quotations, one from the " Field " and the other from Dowker. 
The account of the Dartford Warbler is substantially the same 
as that in the " Birds of the Dartford District," and though 
taking up more than the average amount of space is singularly 
meagre in information as to this bird's past history and present 
status in the county. The remarks about the Kentish Plover 
consist solely of parts of an article in " Country Life" by 
Mr. Farren, whose observations were founded upon only a day 
or two's experience, and though accurate are hardly satisfying 
as a history of such an essentially Kentish species. 

Regarding breeding records of other birds, to take one family 
alone—the Ducks—we find no mention made of the breeding 
of the Shoveller, Garganey, Shieldrake, and Tufted Duck, all 
well established and authenticated at the present day. Again, 
the important subject of migration is not touched upon. 

Further details of the author's omissions would only prove 
wearisome, and, unfortunately, these are not his only short-
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comiDgs. Incidentally we note that Sabine's Snipe, and Larus 
capistratvs are retained as good species ; we read that " The 
Kittiwake is partly migratory in winter, leaving then for the 
Arctic and Sub-Arctic regions," and the Common Tern "leaves 
our shores in early autumn for the Palsearctic region as far as 
Central Siberia." Both of these are surprising statements 
enough, but are only samples of similar ones that occur over 
and over again. 

Mr. Byron's personal observations of the Birds of Thanet, 
which form an appendix at the end of the book, are evidently 
those of a painstaking field-naturalist, and will, no doubt, prove 
very useful to anyone essaying the task of writing the History 
of the Birds of Kent, for as such the present volume can hardly 
be taken as a serious attempt. We hear, however, that another 
volume on this subject is in preparation, and we hope that we 
may be able to extend to it a better welcome. 

N.F.T. 

History of the Collections contained in the Natural History 
Departments of the British Museum. Par t I II . , Birds. By 
B. Bowdler Sharpe. Issued by direction of the Trustees. 

T H I S wonderfully full and painstaking history of the growth of 
our National collection of birds and birds' eggs—the finest in the 
world—must necessarily be of great interest to all ornithologists. 
Dr. Sharpe divides his account into three parts. The first 
consists of a " general sketch," in which he tells how the 
collection originated and how it gradually grew, and how the 
conditions of storing and exhibiting the collection were improved 
from the time of the purchase of Colonel Montagu's collection 
in 1816 to the present day. During Dr. Sbarpe's own term of 
office, from 1872, the collection has grown in wonderful fashion. 
At that date Dr. Sharpe reckons the total number of specimens 
at 35,000, while to-day it is not less than 400,000, a growth 
which betokens a whole-hearted zeal on the part of the officials 
of this department. In the second portion of the book we have 
a chronological account of the chief accessions, while the third 
part is devoted to an alphabetical list of the principal donors 
and others from whom specimens have been received. This 
latter portion of the book is perhaps the most interesting, since 
it shows not only how splendidly the collection has been enriched 
by such ornithologists as F . D. Godman, Allan O. Hume, R. C. 
Wardlaw Bamsay, P. L. Sclater, Henry Seebohm, the author 
himself, and others, but also gives in fact a short biography of 
every British ornithologist of any note. 
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